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AN 


EX POSITION 


of the three firſt chapters of Geneſis 


EXPLAINED ax» IMPROVED, &c. 


1 


GENESIS CHAP. i. 1. 
In the beginning God created the beavens and the earth : 


ERE is the firſt manifeſtation God gave of his Al- 
mighty power, wiſdom and his eternal love, to 
ine children of men, and union with them; and by his 


name Jehovah, a God that was, and is, and is to come, 
4 juft God and a Savieur, fee Exod. vi. 3. Iſaiah xlv. 21. 


Fog alſo John, iv. 24, God is a ſpirit, Sc. Theſe are the 
three characters in 1 John , 7, Hor there are three that 


bear record in beaven the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Gb, and theſe three are one. By the word here men- 


tioned we are referred to John i i. 1, 24/3545.5 3. Ren i 


2, 3; 1 Peter i. 25; wluch is Jeſus Chriſt, God's on- 


ly ſon, which was in _ beginning with Gods and this 


word was God by whom alſo he made the worlds, and 
this is the word which by the Golpel is preached unto 
you. And all things were created by him, and for him, 


and ke is before all things, and by him all things cogſiſt. 


As Mage created that are in heaven, and that are in the 


earth, viſible and inviſible, for it pleaſed the father that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, ſee Colo. i. chap. There- 
fore as he is the wiſdom of God, and the power of God, 


it was manileſt that he come in the beginning of ihe vot- . 


ume of the book. See Prov. viii. 22, The Lord poſſef- 


Aue in the beginning of bis ways before bis warksof * 


&c. 


So now, by his ſpirit he hath garniſhed the heavens: 
bis 
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his hand hath formed the crooked kerp ent; Job xvi, 13 3. 
and in Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord — 4 made all things for 
himſelf, yea even he wicked for the dayfof evil. See 
alſo Rom. xi. 36; Pſalm xxx, 6. For of him and 
through him are all things, &c. By the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by 
the breath of his mouth. 

Therefore all things are contained inthe created heav- 
ens and the earth, that appeared good or evil; as mani- 
feſted in the diſpenſation of the providence of God to the 
children of men in this world, that ſnall take place from 


generation, to generation chrough time. 


V᷑RSE 2. 


| And the earth was without form and void, and dark. 
neſs was upon ihe face of the deep, and the ſpirit of G 
moved upon the face of the waters. 
Here we have an account of the chaotic ſtate, this our 
Globe was in when firſt created, all in a heap confuſed, 
Jer. iv. 23. Without form and void of any apparent 
opening, or diſtinction, between one thing and another, 
and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, 
to garniſh the firmament heavens with the Sun, Moon 
and Stats, that we might ſee with diſtinftion, every thing 
that is created, and underſtand their order and their names 
and cheir place, and uſefulneſs, for the ſervice of man 

when divided, &. &c. 15 00 61 
Which as firſt created undivided, being void of light. 
Darkneſs was that which covered the face of the whole 
creation, as the vail mentioned in Iſa. xxv. 7. The cov- 
ering caſt over all people, and the vail that is ſpread 
over all nations, Of this created elementary matter, God 
formed the creature man, and he was made ſubject to van- 
Ity, not willingly, for he had no hand nor will in his 
creation, nor formation, nor being conſtituted to this 
ſubjection, but it was by reaſon of him, that is Chriſt, 
who ſubjected the tame in hope of a deliverance, thete- 
from, by the reſurtection of Chriſt, By this we under- 
fraud, that the natural Earthly man formed of the duſt, 
Was contituied void of ipiritual light, and i igmained, 
„ till 
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till the ſpirit of Chriſt moved upon their mind, to give | 
them to conceive of, and underſtand things ſpiritual and 
eternal. So the natural was firſt, then the ſpiritual ;—lee 
1 Cor. xv. 46. | 


5 5 VeRSE 3, 
= 1d God ſaid, Let there belight : and there was light, 


= Thus the abſolute power of God was manifeſted, by 

W his commanding every thing that he had created, to give 
8 way for light to break forth, that by its prevailing pow- 
er, darkneſs might diſappear and vaniſh, &c. as in Pla. 
W xxx1ii. 9, 10, 11, to the end, for he ſpake and it was 
done, he commanded and it ſtood faſt. 

Thus God hath ſpoke every thing into being by the 
W word of his power, according to his counſel, and ordered 
them to keep their place, courſe, diſtinction, and revo- 
W }ution, according to his command, So that nothing can 
W move in the courſe of providence in the leaſt degree con- 
W trary to God's deſign ; for if it ſhould, God would be 


Therefore as God placed light in the natural Sun to ſe- 
parate between the light and the darkneis of this world, 
even fo Jeſus Chrift, was that true light, which Jighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. — This ſhows his 
vniverſal love to all the children of men unconditional, 
nad without exception. . 


VERSE 4, 5. 


7 And God ſew the light, that it was good: and God di- 
vided the light from the darkneſs. | | 

= and God called tbe light Day, and the darkneſs be cal- 

: led Night. And the evening. and the morning were the 

Ii day. | FT 

, Here is the eternal counſel, and purpoſe of God man- 


t 
. 


f ifeſted to the children of men as they come into exiſt- 
Jeace, which light God ſaw was good, as all light flows 
W from him in whom is no darknels, fo all things were or- 
_ dered by him alone. See Job xxxvii. 18. Haſt thou 
f with him ſpread out the ſky, which is ſttong aud is a mol- 


x | ten 


no longer God Jehovah, ſee Mic. iii. 6; James i. 17. 
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pen looking glaſs ? (that cauſes darkneſs to paſs no. ) 

Thus in the be ginning in the firſt days work, Chriſt. 
manifeſted himſelf the Saviour of all men. Iſa. zli. 4. 
Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations 


from the beginning; 1 the Lord the firſt, and with the 


laſt, I am he. See lia. xliv. 24. This Tk the Lord 


thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, 1 
am the Lord that maketh all things, that ftretch forth the 
heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by my- 
ſelf. Therefore as God hath done it, it ſhall be forever, 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it, 
and God doth it that men ſhould fear before him ; ſee 
Ecele. iii. 24. Rom. xi. 36 ; as God faith, Iſa. xlv. 7. I 
form the Light, and create Darkneſs; 1 make peace, and 
create evil; I the Lord do all theſe things. See Job 
XXII v. 20, 21, 22, 23. Job ii. 10. And as God is a 
ſyſtem and fountain of light, he formed and placed light 
in the great Luminaries for the falvation of man that can- 


not be ſhaken, but God created darkneſs, which muſt . 


be ſhaken and deſtroyed by the power of the light, both 
in a temporal and fpiritual ſenſe. 

Thus by the firſt day we are ſhewn the eternal wiſdom 
and power of God, in bis abſolutely appointing before 
the world began, every thing that doth or can appear in 
the annals of time, that as it is wiſdom, becauſe nothing 
elſe can lead the van through the dilpenſation of provi- 


gence, which is God's care for his people, and all the 


works of his hands. So light diſcovers to man all his 


enemies, and leads him in the paths of ſafety through 
time here is a type of Chriſt, who is the light of Iſtael, 
and a light given to the Geutiles, and is the light that x 


thineth in derkneſo, and the uin eee it 
not: John i. 5 ; 1 Cor. ii. 14; So as darkneſs was firſt 
it was that, out of which God formed tae crooked ſerpent, 
that is the wicked ſervices in man's heart or mind, that 
he made for the day of evil, This ſhows his anger en- 
&«reth but a moment ; in his favour is life: weeping 


may endure for a night, but Joy cometh in the morning, 


Pſa. xxx. 5 ; ſce allo fa liv. 7 ; Pla. laiii. 3 ; Iſa. xvii. 
I and all, Ly hs We ce it is by the poser and 
| love 


t 
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jove of God ſhining in our hearts, that Ceſtroys darkneſs 


and unbelief, and Jays the enmity of the mind, and re- 
veals to the children of men, that eternal life, which was 
theirs in Chriſt before the world began. And the even- 
ing and the morning were the firſt day. | 
Thus God hath manifeſted ro the children of men, 


Phat he deſigned before his works of old, that ſhould 


come to paſs in time by Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he. made the 


worlds. So through whom ſhall all things centribute to 


the real good, and happineſs, of all Adams' offspring 
both in time and eternity. 


Vsrsr 6 To THz 26. 


Hereby is God's infinite power and wiſdom maniſeſt- 
ed in ſtretching forth the firmament heaven by expanſion 
alone, which he garniſhed by his ſpirit, with the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, to ſeparate between light and-darknels. 
ſo by the firmament called Heaven becauſe it being gar- 
niſhed with theſe luminaries, from which flows the great- 
eſt bleſſedneſs and happineſs poſſible to the children of 
men, for their comfortable ſupport through time, for by 
it the waters are divided from the waters, and day from 
night : and the evening and the morning were the ſecond 
day. | 

Again, God's parental love and care for his people, 
is ſhowa in his gathering together the waters ur der heav- 
en unto one place, which he called ſea, that the dry land 


might appear, which he called earth according to his 


command, and decree, for which ſee Job xxxvin. 3, 9, | 
10 ; Prov. viii. 29; and God ſaw that it was good, 

Now as God had conſtituted the earth, in this poſition 
with a principle of rule, he ſaith with a commanding pow- 
er, Let the earth (as 1 gave it leave) bring forth -grals, 
the herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit, 
Sfter his kind, whoſe ſeed is in itſelf upon the earth, and 
it was ſo. And now as if the product did viſibly appear, 
and God ſaw that it was good, Luke vi. 4. And the 
evening and the morning were the third day. 


Again, that the uſefulneſs of the lights Ged placed in 
the 


28) 


the firmament of the heaven, ige appear, he ſaid was to 
divide the day from the night, and let them be for ſigns | 
and for ſeaſons, and for days and years, to give light up- 
on the earth, and it was fo; fee Pla. ixxiv. 16, 20. 
And God made two great Lights, the greater light to 
rule the day, and the leſſer light to rule the night, be 
made ſtars allo, thele was to give light upon the earth, i 
and God law that it was good, and tlie evening and the 
morning were the fourth day; fee Job xxxviii. 12, 13 ; 
Pla. viii. 3. 15 

Again, and God ſaid let the waters bring forth abond- ö 
antly, moving creatures that hath life: and fowls bat 
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heav- 
en, and when God had commanded the watery element 
to yield a fupport to every living creature that he had 
. created, and placed therein, might bring forth abundant- 
ly after their kind, which they did according to his or- 
der, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God faw 
that it was good, and God bleſſed them ſaying be fruit- 
ful and multiply, and fill the waters in the ſeas, and Jer 
fowls multiply in the earth, and the evening and the 
morning were the fiſth day ; ſee Job xxi, 41. Gen. viii. 
Prov. x. 17. Pla, cxxviii. 3. 22. Thus hath God ſayed! ** 
ſpread abroad the earth by myſelf, 1 

Here obſerve that every thing, and every creature, 
wherein is the breath of lite, created in the element, and 
heir order and travel in this life is declared, and God 
bleſſed them, both man and beaſt, which the Lord reveal- 
ed to Noah by aneverlaſting covenant, in and by Chriſt ; 
ſee Gen. ix. 8, 9, 10, 11, 123 Gen. viii. 26, 22 ; Pla, 
cxlv. 8 tothe 15; Gen. vii, 8. 

Now altho' all things were created, and their orders 
given to them, how every creature ſhould conduct in the 
world, ſo as to enjoy the bleſſing of God, in this life ;— 
yet no creature was formed into viſible objects, for he 
calleth things that are not as yet to come to pals, as if 
they were, and the creature as conſtituted in this ſenſe, 
was mage ſubje& to vanity, as above {aid ;—And as 
"Chriſt by whom & for whom all things were made, & by 
whom all things conſiſt, that he might have the pre- mi- 
nence. It is laid, | VERSE 
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viren 36; 


And God ſaid let us make man in our image, after our 
likeneſs. 

As this is the firſt account we have in the ſacred vol- 
ume of man's being made. Therefore God laid ler us, 
W three in office; that bear record in Heaven, the Father, 
de Word, 55 the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 

1 John v. 7. This record points us to the Book of lite, 
in the 1 wherein wiſdom hath written the names of 
all che Lamb's company, And as the image of God is 
holiaets, juſtice, love and perfection, &c. and his like- 
ness, peace, love, human benevolence, &c, eternally was 
to, and eternally will be, a a 
Therefore the man in eſſence: who is warthy to best | 
this character, was not an imperfect {imple being, but 
was eternally the lame Jehovah, à God that was, and is, 
ad is co come. 

This man here mentioned is that man of whom Aaron 
the high prieſt was a type; Lev. xxvi. 3, 4. Exod. 
xxvin. 4; which man was Chriſt Jeſus, ot whom Ad- 
am was a figure, but when the fulgeſs of the time was 
come. Gad ſent forth his Son, made_of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that are under the law. 
Gal. iv. 4, 5. Foraſmuch then as the children are pat- 
take rs of lein and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took 
part of the ſame, —Heb. ii. 14. This is the new man 
which after God is created in een and true 
holinels.— Ez the, iv. 24, as in Colo. iii. 10, laſt part, 
After the image of him that created a Heb. 1. 3. 
who being the brightneſs of his glory, abd the expreſs 
image of his perſon, —in Colo. ii. 9, for in him dwel- 
leth all the fullnels of the Godhead bodily. , 

So he was an abſolute God, and a perfectly righteous | 


.z 1 f 


; 
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man, who did no ſin, neither was guile found in nis 1 mouth q, 


p W 1 Pet. ij. 22. Iſa. hi, 9. And the word was made fle ſu 
ad dwelt among us;—John i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

WW _ Godmanifelt in the fleſh, &c, thus Chriſt's prep ared 
bady in which he come into this world, he being his 

father's agent, was full of grace and truiii, Thus he was. 
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erested and made in God's image, being vpheld by De. 
ity. So he walked in the days of his fleſh after God's 
hkeneſs, for God Was in him reconciling; the world unto 
huimſelf, not imputing their tre ſpaſſes unto them, 2 Cor. 
v. 19. This man was not made ſubject to vanity, being 
perlect: he ſaid, Joha 1 tv. 30, for the prince of this world 
Fomerh and hath nothing in me, no imperfection. Yet 
. being a faithful high prieſt for his ſinful brethren, in ſym- 
bs“ with them, be was touched with the 1 of 
cheir iafirmitiez, and was in all points tempted as they 
ere, and was made ſut;ject 16 ſufferings, yer without fin 3 
and as all poyer was depoſited in Chriſt, it is ſaid, Pla. 
Vit. 6,7,8 , 9, T hou madeſt him to have dominion 
rover the works of thy hands, thou haſt put all things un- 
Jer his feet. Then mentions many particulars, —as ev- 
ry creature that moveth on the earth, and fleth in the 
air, or paſſeth in the ſeas, and then gives the glory t 
800 O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all 
the earth. 

Now as all mankind was included in Chriſt, and as 
they were made by him and for him. Thus it is ſaid in 


Vense 27. 


$9 God created man in bis own image, in the image of 
God created be him, (then in the plural number inclu— 
ded in him) male and female created be them. 
Theſe them are they mentioned in Ephe. i. 4,—Ac- 
cording as be hath choſen vs in him, before the founda- 
tion of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and without 
blame before him in love.—Rom. viii. 28, to the ny of 
the Chapter,—2 Tim. i. 9, 10,—1 Tim. li. 3, 4. 5, 6. 

I think by theſe texts, above cited, and likewiſe by he 
whole ſyſtem cf the ſcriptures of truth fully prove, that. 
ic was the will of the unchangeable God, that all men 
ſhould be ſaved, and come co the knowledge of ver 
truth, which is Chriſt : theſe God knew, and did pre 
deſtinate to be conformed to the image of his ſon.— 
Them he called juſtified, and glorified ; for as in Adam 
all die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. It is 


not left to the will of the creature man, whether he wilt 
22 | or 
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gr not, but God ſays he ſhall be made alive. There- 

fore this was God's purpoſe before the world be- 
gan, that as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 

{all alſo bear the image of the heavenly. Therefore it 

is in Chr iſt only, that God made us in his image, after his 
likeneſs. & 


| VERSI 28. 


Ad Cod Bleſſed ibem, (in him in whom all the families 
of the earth are bleſſed,) and God ſaid unto them, be fruit. 
ful, and multiply and repieniſb the earth, (as it is God's 
will that one generation ſhould ſucceed another, and ac- 
cording to his covenant order, by ordinary generation, 5. 
they ſhould multiply and repleniſh the earth with their 
own kind; as he nath given them directions, that they 
might enjoy the promiſed bleſſings of God in this life, 
as in Pſa. cxxvin, —Blefſed is every one that feareth the 
Lord, that walketh in his ways. Thy wife Hall be as a 
W froicful vine by che ſides of thy. houſe, thy children like 
olive plants round about thy table, — the Lord ſhall bleſs | 
thee out of Zion, yea, thou-ſhalt ſee thy childrens chil- 
dren, and peace upon Iſrael. 1 Cor. vii. 3, —Let the 
huſband render unto the wife due beuevolence: and like- 
wile allo the wife unto the huſband. See 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
The ſame command was given to Noah, —Gen, ix. 1, 
and ſubdue it: (that the earth may yield its produce, for 
the ſupport of man, ) and have dominion over every living 
Ibing, that movetb upon the earth. > | 
= Thus man received power from his redeemer : to rule 


over all the creatures that God had created, and was un- 
der Chriſt the head of nature. | 


Virss 29, 30. 


In theſe two verſes is manifeſted the wiſdom and faith- 
folneſs of God to man, and to every living creature, 
chat he hath created, wherein is the breath of life, or a 
8 living ſoul, in that he hath given all that he hath com- 
manded, and doth cauſe the earth to bring forth, to be 
meat for man, and beaſt of every kind, ſo that no man 


that 


14 
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that walketh in wiſdoms ways, have any cauſe to deſpair 
of a comfortable ſupport through ume, for the ways of 
wiſdom and plealantneſs and all her paths are peace, and 
it Was ſo. 8 0 N 
8 Vers 31. 

And God ſaw every thing that be bad made: and bebold 
it was very good, and the evening and the maruing were the 
eib day. 5% 

WW Thus God did in the beginning of time, manifeſt him- 
ſelf as a univerſal benevolent parent of the univerſe, 

- Whoſe name is Jehovah,as an omni-parent, who bringeth 

forth all things, and did as an omni-preſent, and an om- 

niſcieat God. He ſaw every thing that he had made, 
j that according as he had conſtituted them, and deſigned 
them, for the manifeſtation of his declarative glory, and 
val the peace, comfort, and ſalvation of mank ind in th's 
world. So he faid behold i? was yery good, not evil, 
Out of the mouth of the 'moſt aigh, proceedeth not evil 
and good, —Lamen. ili. 38. 

80 God who worketk all things after the counſel of 
his own will, hail ſaid,.— I form the light and create 
darkneſs, I make peace and create evil, ! the Loid do 
all theſe things, — Ila. xiv. 7. The Lord killeth, and 
maketh alive, and bringeth Cown to the grave and bring- 
eth up, —1 Sarn. li. 6. Thus God in his ommporent 
power, accordiog to his abſolute appointments, ordered 
every thing that he had created, to hear his voce and 
come forth, and make their viſible appeaiance in this 
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| world, in his time and due tealon, wherein ail things are 
re beavtifol. EN, 

"wy So chat as God, in bis orfniregency rwieih over all, 
wt nothing {hall alter one titit in the Couric Gf providence 
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contrary to his den; as in Eccle. in. 4, — know that 
v hatſoever God doth it tall be forever, nothing can be 
put to it, nor any thing taken from it; and God doth 
1, that men hold tear before hun. Therefore, wo un- 
to bim that iiriveib with his maker ; ſhall the clay ſay 
to him that faſhioneth it what nicketh thau.—l have 
Made the catch, aud Creates inal v ou ti, I my. 1 
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3 naive ftretched out the heavens, and all their hoſt have T 
= commanded. 
There God manifeſteth his love to man, by all things 
W he had created, through a tedeemer. Thus, I have raif- 
ed him up in righteouſneſs, and will direct all his ways, 
he ſhall build my city, and he ſhall let go my captives 
W not for price or reward, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.—See Ila. 
W x1v.9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Hoſea xiv, 4.—1 will heal their 
=2 backlidings, I will love them freely, for mine anger is 
turned away from them. By this it is obvious, that God 
Vas ſaid to be angry with mankind, becauſe they did 
forſake his ways in backſliding from him, and by obſer- 
= ving lying vanities, did forſake their own mercy, and 
= walked after their own counſel, and not in the way of 
= God's woulding, wherein his juſtice, act conſiſted. 
= Therefore it was a juit and righteous thing with God, 
co ſtay their enmity, unbelief and darkneſs, which was 
W the cauſe of their rebellion, by which they were brought 
W ioto captivity. So now in love and pity, for a ſmall 
moment, to forſake them, and in alittle wrath hide his 
face from them for a moment, but with everlaſting kind- 
= neſs will have mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy redeem- 
er. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy in the 
morning — See Iſa, liv. 7, 8. Pla. xxx, 5. Ia. Iii. 
os 9. Rom. #7. 23. Lamen. iii 31 to the 37. 
= Thus it appears though we were reckoned dead, be- 
We fore time, yet our life was hid with Chriſt in God, that 
zs certain as he ſhall appear who is cur life, we ſhall ap- 
= pear alſo with him in glory, Pſa. xxxit, 7,—Thou art 
my hiding place, thou ſhalt preſerve me from trouble, 
W ihou ſhair compaſs me about with ſongs of deliverance. 
Selab. Pla. xxxi. 20,— Thou ſhalt hide them in the 
ſectet of thy preſence from the pride of man, thou ſhale 
keep them lecretly in a pavilion from the ſtrife of tongues 
ce allo Pla. xxvii. 5. IIa. ib. 5. 1 John iv. 14. 
Jonah ii. 4. . 
bus God did hide his people in his pavilion, as in 
a warlike tent, or tabernacle, which Jehovah as a man 
W of war vill keep and defend, fo that not one ſtake ſhall 
de moved, nor one cord of his eternal decree, love and 
1 union 
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union with them be broken, —for the foundation of God 
ftandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them 
that are his, cheſe he hath laved by grace given to them 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began, by which grace 
he taſted death for every man. — 80 1: is his will that 
every man ſhould be faved by Chriſt. Herein his wil- 
ling 1s his act of free grace, and as Chriſt did by living 
in the days of his fleſh, after God's likeneſs, fulfil every 
precept of God's law, according to his woulding and did 
"ſuffer and die to ſatisfy juſtice, So by his reſtoring that 
he took not away, now there is no law to accuſe or con- 
demn him, nor his brethren, for whom he ſuffered ; fo 
fin in that ſenſe, was ſaid ro be dead—herein his would- 
ing and his willing agree, and manifeſted by his refurrec- 
tion, power and life from the dead, Here mercy and 
_ meet together; righteouſnefs and peace kiſſed each 
other. 

Therefore by the power and love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is i-, that Zion is delivered from fin and death, 
and all her enemies deſtroyed forever. Ser Rev. xviii. 
21, 22. Where the wicked are finally deſtroyed and to 
be found no more at all. — So now Zion dwells in God. 
See Plalin xc. 1, 2, Lord thou haſt been our dwelling 
place in 2 generations. Before the mountains were 
bought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art 
God. 0 

Thus I undertand, that as God is unchangeable, fa 
are all his purpoſes, as they were before time, ſo they 
are in time, and fo will be forever after time. That 
which hit Leen now, and that which 1s to come hath 
already been; and God requireth that which is paſt, 
(nothing loft), 13 there any thing whereof it may be ſaid, 
See, this is new ? it hath been already of old time, which 
was before us, —Eccle. i. 10, Eccle. iii. 15. Thus as 
to God nothing is new nor old, but to us things appear 
both new and old. 

Therefore every thing that is declarated in this firſt 
ehapter of Gene{is, as created, tho' not made viſible to 
leatures, yet was in God's ght, as his began and fini- 


ſhed 
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thed work who worketh all things after the counſel of 


his own will. The ſecret things belonging to the Lord 
our God, but thoſe things that are revealed, belong un- 
to us and to our children forever; that we may do all 
the words of this law, Deut. æxix. 29. Acts xvit. 24, 
to the 32. Iſa. viii. 20. 

Therefore every thing that God had made, as he did 
unalterablely deſign them, for his glory, and the preſent, 
and everlaſting good of his people through Chriſt, in 
him he ſaid, behold good, yea very good; and the even 


W and the morning were the Dach day. 


Ganes1s ii. 1, 2, 3. 


Thus the heavens and the earth were finiſhed, and all 
the hoſts of them. 
And on the ſeventh day God ended his work, which be 


had mage : and be reſted on the ſeventh day, from all bis 


works which be had made. 

And God bleſſed the feventh day, and ſarified it, be- 
eauſe that in it be bad reſted from all bis works, which Gd 
created and made. (Or thus created to be made.) 


TOW as the heavens and the earth and all the hoſt 
of them were finiſhed, ſignifies that which God 
had eternally purpoied ſhould be created and made viſi- 
ble, by Chriſt and for Chriſt ; as has been ſaid above. 
— Which was to be teſtified in due feaſor, and as God 
hath done it that men ſhould fear before him, and keep 
them from idolatry. He ſaith, my glory | will not 
give to another, nor my praiſe to graven images. There 
fore he ſaich, Pſa. xxxiti. $,9,10,11,—Let all the earth fear 
the Lord, Jet ail the inhabitants of the world ſtand in awe 
ofhim, (& gives this for a reaſon) for he ſpake & it was 
done, he commanded and it ſtood taſt. The Lord bringeth 
the counſel ofthe heathen to nought ; he maketh the devi- 


ces of the people of none effe, The counſel of the 


Lord ſtandeth forever ; the thoughts of his heart to all 


generations. 
AS 
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As this was the work of God alone, it was a myſtery 
to nature wherein man was hid in his ſecret pavilion. 
This is called God's fiz days work which he ended on 
the ſeventh day. — So by the number ſeven, all the diſ- 
penſations of God are PETIT to the children of men 
hrough time; as Peter ſaid, 2 Peter iti. 8, But belov- 
ed be not ignorant of this ene thing : that one day ts with 
the Lord, as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as 
one Gay. | 
S8o we may rationally divide theſe ſix days work into 
three diſpenſations, thus 
iſt. When the Lord God had formed man of the duſt 
of the ground, and man became a living foul, capable 
of happin<ls or miſery in this life; but as God did bind 
the dragon, that old ſerpent, &c. which I take to be his 
lults, by which he ſhould not be tempted, drawn away, 
nor inticed "Oil the thouſand years, or the day of this di- 
peaſation ſhould be fulfilled, and in this eftate which was 
their own habitation, they enjoyed all the happineſs, un- 
interrupted, that unftained nature was capable of, ſo 
long as they lived in innocency. 
| 20. When this firſt diſpenſation ended, and the ſer- 
pent luſt was loofed for a little ſeaſon, as in James i. 14, 
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own luſt and enticed, And-as God gave them up to 
their own hearts luſts, they walked in their own. counſel, 
and kept not their firſt eſtate, and left their own habira- 
tion, and God put it into their hearts to fulfill bis will, 
and give their Kingdom unto the bealt, till his word is 
tulfill-d. 

Now in the end of the firſt diſpenſation, the ſecond 
takes place, and this diſpenſation diſcovers to man, that 
by the law is the knowledge of fin, for all fleſh hath 
corrupied their ways before God, by their following the 
evil devices of their own hearts. Therefore, God gave 4 
travel to the children of men, to be exerciled in it, called 
a fore travel that God hath given to ihe fons of men. 
He hath made every thing beautiful in his time, allo he 
hath fer the world in their heart. So that no man can 
fad out the work that God maketh from the beginning 
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fs the end, and God hath done it, that men fhould feat 
before him, — that is, fear, to add unto, or diminiſh in the 
leaſt degree, from what God hath purpoled or done, or 
pretend to find out the Almighty to perfection. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God: how unſearchable are his judgments, 
2nd his ways paſt finding out. . 
- Now altho' this was a dark and a cloudy diſpenſation, 


yet God did not leave himſelf without a witneſs, nor his 


people without hope, but did promiſe them deliverance 
and ſalvat ion, by the ſeed of the woman bruiſing the ſer- 


ent's head, which was repeated from age to age, till 
Notes day, by promiſe and covenant to Abraham; Gen. 


k vii. 7, 8,.— That he would give him and his ſeed: after 


him in their generations, all the land of Canaan, wherein 
he was a (tranger for an everlaſting poſſeſſion, and I will 


be thy God, as he did {ware to Abraham, to I ſaac and to 


Jacob, —Gea. J. 24. | 

This land of Canaan was typical of the Goſpel day, 
and ſabbath of reſt in Chriſt, and as this diſpenſation 
was without a law of particular precepts, it ended when 
Meſes' law took place. Thut as God faid to Abraham, 
Gen. ævii. 1,--l am the Almighty God, By which 
power, as a benevolent father, he lead them all the days 
of old, and gave them a promiſe by a ſure covenant, that 
he would deliver them from their Egyptian bondage. 

3d. Now the third dilpenfation takes place by God's 
raiſing up Moſes and Aaron, es inſtruments in his hand, 
to bring the children of Iſrael out of the land of Egypt 
with an high hand, by ſigns and wonders from Pharoah's 
hard bondage, and ſent to them for their encouragement 
by his name, 1 am that Jam, — Exo. iii. 14. See las 
41. 17. Hoſea xit. 9. Jere. ii. 2. And that they 
might depend cn his promiſes, as an omni- preſent God, 
be is made known nto them, by his name Jehovah.— 
Exo. vi. 3. Iſa. iv. 6. Rev. f. 8. Which 1 conclude 
to be the firſt tine the Lord fer his hand to deliver his 
church and people from bondage, in a vißble manner. 


In this third diſpenſation Pharaoh was raiſed up, to 


appcar as A velici of wrath fined for CefityCion, who ex- 


C erciſed 
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erciſed the fame tyrannical power that Nimrod did, whe. 
was the firſt monarch after the flood, and was a rebel, a 
mighty hunter befece the Lord, as a giant, ſtrong and 
mighty. This Nimrod was the fon of Cuſh, the fon of 
Ham, who appeared as the accuſer of his brethren, and 
was a type of all wickedneſs; ſo Nimrod being ef che 
family of Ham, received his education- from the ſame 
ſchool of darkneſs, and wicked teachers that his grand- 
father Ham did.— Therefore was in a typical ſenſe the 
man mentioned in Plalm ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7,-Lo, this is 
the man at made not God his ſtrength, and ſtrength- 
eacd himſelf in his wickedneſs, and ſat on thrones, and 
rules wiih deceit and cruelty, and like the great whore 
{at upoa many waters, the mind of all people, &c. this 
is the curſe that goeth forth over the face of the whole 
car ih. Sce Zech. v. 3. Ezek. ii. 9, 10,—But from 
under this cruel government, will the Lord deliver his 
people, according to bis promiſe, See Jere. xvi. 14, 
to the end. Hoſea i. 11. Levit. xxvi. 43, 44, 45. And 
he will ſend fiſhers to iſh them. — Matt. iv. 19. Amos 
„ 1 | 
Thus the Lord, who will ſave his people from the ty- 
rannical power of the wicked rulers of Babylon, ſent to 
Pharaoh, by Moſes his agent, that Iſrael was by his an eter- 
nal union with them before the world began. Exo. iv. 
22, 23, - And thou ſhalt ſay unto Pharaoh thus faith the 
Lord, Iſrael i5 my fon, even my firſt born. Then with a 
commanding authority, according to juſtice ;—And 1 
tay unto thee, Let my fon go, that he may ſerve me, 
and if thou refuſe to let him, go bekold, I will ſlay thy fon, 
even thy firſt born, —Meaning the firſt born of death, of 
which Pharaoh was a type, in this ſenſe Adam is called 
the fon of God, See Luke iii. 38. Gen. i. 26. Job 1. 6. 
Job æxxviii. . John i. 12. Rom. viii. 17. Tit. iii. 7. 
Gal. 1v. 7. Heb. i. 2. h 
So in Chriſt Jeſos all the offspring of Adam are the 
fons of God. And it is ſaid, they beiag one with Chriſt ; 
it is ſaid, Matt. i. 15,—And was there until the death 
of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was ipoken of 
he Lord by the Prophet, ſay ing, out of Egypt __ - 
Calle 
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ealled my fon. See Num. xxiv. 8,- God brought him 
forth out of Egypt, &c. Hoſea xi. 1,—When Iſtael 
was a child then J loved him, and called my fon out of 
Egypt. Jere. ii. 2. : 

By this we ſee God's parental love and care for his peo- 
ple, as in Pla. cæxxv. 4,—For the Lord hath choſen Ja- 
eob unto himſelf; and Iſrael for his peculiar treaſure. 
Which he manifeſted by bringing them out of Egypt, 
and lead them through the red ſea, with ſafety, and del- 
troyed their enemies. As we read in Exodus xiv. And 
as this was God's time, which made it beautiful, that it 
is manifeſt that he made the wicked for the day of evil. 
Therefore God ſaid unto Pharaoh, Exod. is. 16, - And 
in very deed for this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to 
ſhew in thee my power : and that my name may be de- 
clared throughout all the earth; As in the margin,» 
Made thee ſtand up, or, conſtituted and ſet thee; or as 
in Pſa. Ixxxi, 12,—So J gave them up unto their;own 
hearts luſt, and they walked in their own counſel. S0 
It is ſaid, Wo to the wicked, for the reward of his hand 
ſhall be given him, ſo Pharaoh and all that was with 
him periſhed both man and beaft, not ſo much as one of 
them remained. Then did Iſrael fear the Lord, and be- 
lie ved the Lord, and his ſervant Moſes, then ſang Mo- 
ſes and the children of Iſrael this long unto the Lord: 
for this ſalvation, which we may read at Jarge, Exodug 
KD, 
Therefore, doth it not appear credible to believe, that 
Pharaoh's death, was a type of Chriſt's death, that as 
Pharaoh, who ſet upon a throne of wickedneſs, ruleing 
with ſpite and enmity againſt God and his people, was 
flainin the Red Sea, that they ſhovid be ſeen no more 
again forever. By which means Iſrael obtained ſalvation 
and freedom from bondage, and opened a way for them 
to travel in, that they might obtain their own Jand of 
inheritance which was given to them by promiſe, which 
is ſo often mentioned by the prophets, concerning the 
whole houſe of Iſrael. 

So Chriſt ſtanding in our ſinful charater, was made 
la for us, and God laid on him the iniquity of us = 

that 
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that he was the propitiation for the fin of the whole world, 
both Jew and Gentile, and as the red lea proved death 
and a final deſtruction to all the enemies of Iſrael forever, 
fo the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin, and 
as the red ſea proved death to the Egyptians and life 10 
Iſrael, fo the blood of Chriſt, proved the death of ail 


our fins, enmity and unbelief, but life and falvation to 


the children of men. Now in the third month when 
the children of Iſrael were gone forth out of the land ef 
Egypt, the ſame day came they into the wilderneſs of 
Sinai, and there Iſrael camped before the Mount, and, 
as the law came by Moſes, and Moſes went up unto God, 
where he received inſtructions for the people, and the 
law of commandinents, with particular precepts, the or- 
der and faſhion of the tabernacle, the ceremonies and 
ſacrifices offered by the prieſts, &c. &c. | 
All was typical of Chriſt, and pointed to him, this 
is called the firſt houſe, the old heaven and the old earth 
that paſted away, when the new took place, and Moſes 
led the children of Iſrael to the land of Moab where he 
died; and Joſhua led the people over Jordan into the 
promiſed land. - Signifying reſt to Iſrael from Egyptian 


bondage; fo called Canaan Jeruſalem, and Zion the city 
of God, the Hv city, but was noc the true reſt, as ia 


Gal. tv. 8, 9. If Jeſus (meaning Joſhua) had given 


them reſt, chen would he not afterward have ſpoken of. 


another dive There remaineth therefore a reft to the 


people of God; fo ic painted to the ſabbath of reſt in 


Chriſt, that never ends. 

Now Iſſac} was brought into their own land, which 
was given io their fathers by promite, for an everlaſting 
poſſoſnon to their generations, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, Winch they delt as ſtrangers in, 1a the days 
of their youth and Ignorance. 

Bur nov they inherit chis land with the greateſt advan- 


(ages poliib.c, by types rituals, emblems and meraphors, 


pointing to Ge leventh day or ſabbath of reſt in Chriſt, 


on which day Chet ine antity pe, did come and finiſhed 


his fathers work, by which he cauſed all types, meta- 


victy 
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ule tal to the church, in the fourth or goſpel diſpenfation, 
8 fo by this taking place, the third _ diſpenſation ended. 
Which was plaiuly and fully prophecied of by the holy 
Prophets, ſee Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determi- 
ned upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſn 
ie traoſgreſſion and to make an end of fins, and to make 
E reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring: in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion and propheſy, and 
to anoint the molt, holy. So I believe this fourth diſpen- 
(ation, which was manifeſted by Chriſt's death and re- 
W j{urrection, laſts eternally, which will be ſpoken to hereafe 
er. But I ſhall return from this digreſſion to 


GENES1S ii. 1, 2, 3. 


And on the ſeventh day God ended bis works, which be 
had made. 5 | 


| Therefore theſe three verſes ſignifies to us; as has. 
h been ſaid above, as what God purpoſed in himſelf, that 
s Vas in him as done and finiſhed, by the word of the Lord, 
'© WW vcciethe heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the, 
"CW breath of his mouth, and is called his myſteriory work, fo; 
"= ; that no man can fiad out the work chat God maketh ; 
wh. from the beginning to the end, which the conſtitution of 
"A man would not admit of, for by ic was manifeſted the 
en WW work of redemption by Chriſt alone, and not by works 
of . that man doth, and as God ended his work on the ſev- 
he Wenth day, and reſted on it, pointed to that ſabbath given 
in ta Iſrael by commandment for a day of reſt.— Exod. ax... 
] 10, 11; Given to them for a fign,- Exo. xxxi. 13; t 
ich be a ſign between me and you, — Ezek. xx. 12. Through- 
55 out your generations {or till Chriſt comes who is the 
b 


end of this ſabbath) that ye may know that I am the 
75 Lord chat doih- lauctify you. So their ſanctify ing them- 


ſelves, in teſting from all worldly employments and , 
an- keeping the ſeveath day ſabbath holy, ſignifies Chriſt 
Jer keeping the law for us, and as he ſaid for their cauſe 1 
iſt, lanctify myſelf : So he that fandtifieth and they that are 
ed Wlandtified are all of one. f 
ta- I. Therefore he ſaid, John v. 17, 21, My father wor- 
my rech hitherto; and 1 work, For as the father raifech up 
wo | 
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the dead, and quickneth them ; even fo the fon quick - 
eneth whom he will. 3 

And God bleſſed the ſeventh day and ſanctified it, be. 
eauſe that in it he had reſted from all his work which 


God created (to be made.) 
This day was bleſſed in Chriſt, and ſet apart, to point 
to the Great Jubillee, manifeſted by his returreion life, 


for he that is entered into his reſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from 


his own works as God did from his, that is, as God had 
finiſhed the work of creation, he gave all power to Chriſt 
to finiſh his work ;—ſo he that believeth hath experi- 
mentally entered into his reſt, and doth ceaſe from his 
own work, voder the law, ſo now walking in the ſpirit 
and love of Chriſt, God is not unrighteous to forget their 
work and labour of love—ſce Heb. iv. 10. Heb. vi. 10. 
As Chriſt ſaid, Matt. xii. $,—For- the ſon of man is if 
Lord even of the ſabbath day, thai in the end of this ty- iſ 
3 ſabbath he ended his work of ſuffering under the 

aw, and aroſe from the dead, and did maniteſt a ſabbath 
of reſt to his Hrethren that never ends; for in this reſt, 
there is no evening and morning, but day without night, 
Tight without darkneſs, life without death, &c, Thus 


we ſee Mark ii. 27, —He ſaid unto them, the ſabbatk 


was made for man, and not man for the ſabbath, 
VæRSI 4, 5, 6. 


Here is the account of the generation of the heaven, 
and the earth, when they were created; Ard every plant 
of the field, before it was in the earth, and every herb of 
the field before it grew: as viſible ; this ſeemeth io be 


the rraſon why, for the Lord God had not cauſed it to 


Fain upon the earth and there was not a man to till the 
ground, and that every thing might appear beautiful in 


Its time. —PFor the Lord by wiſdom hath founded the 


earth, by underſtanding hath he eſtabliſhed the heavens. 


The way of wiſdom is pleaſantneſs and all her paths 


peace. So wiſdom is juſtified of her children, - See 

Prov o7ti, Matt. xi. 19. John i. 1. 
T ucrejore by wiſdoms order, nothing could - appear 
vibble, 


Y — 


vifible, 'till the elements becme peaceably mixed togeth. 
er for that purpoſe. That the covenant bleſſings as God 
8 hath promiſed, might be made viſible, for the ſvppore 
of his creatures he cauſed a miſt to go vp from the earih, 


and watered the whole face of the ground. Thus God 
manifeſts his love and care for the inhabitants of the 
earih, in the covurle of his providential dealings with 


Ss them in this life; So he cauſed it to rain on the earth 


where no man is ; To ſatisfy the deſolate and waſt ground 
and to cauſe the bud of the tender herb to ipring forth, 


Job xxx viii. 26, 27. Pla. cvii. 35. 


VIIꝭSI 7. 


And the Lord Ced formed man of the daß of the ground, 
and breathed ints bis noſtrils the breaib of life, and na 
became a living ſoul, 

For this ſee Iſa. Ixiv. 3. Rom, ix. 20. Eccle, iii. 21. 
So man was the firſt object formed, whole complexion 
ſhows the ſtate and conſtitution of his body, that it is 
compounded of the elements and muſt return to them 
again, lo by the elements cf this world they are brought 
into bondage, and was not in this ſenſe made in the im- 
age of God nor after his likeneis.— And as God formed 
man with ſuch intelle& faculties, capable of being in- 


ſtrudted, he commanded him to be obedient, and till the 
ground, &c. 


Vans 8 to 18. 


And the Lord Ced planted a garden Eaft ward in Z2en, 
and ibere be put the man whom be bad ſurmed. 

This Eden lay eaſt of Canaan, and was a fruitful land. 
And ent of the ground made the Lord Ged to grow every 
tree that was pleaſant to the fight, and zecd for feed : the 


tree of life alſo in the midft of the garden, and the irce of 
tnowiedge of good and evil. 


Thus was this garden furniſhed with every thing reed= 
ed forthe ſupport of the bodies and mirds of the chil- 
dren of men, whereby there ſpirits may be refreſhed. 
Here was not only that which was bcauiiful and plcaſant 
to 
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#6 the Fight, and (good for food, but the tree of life in thy 
midſt of this called the garden of the Lord, which was 


* type of Chriſt, from whom flows al} - bleſſings, who 


gie, John vi. 48,1 am the bresd of life; Prov. iii. 

18. —a tree of life, & c. and the tree of knowledge of good 
2nd evil, This js typical of the moral perfections of 
God, as the law of commandments, which if a man 
keepeth it ſha]] be his righteouſneſs. So to him it is good, 


but 1 he fails jn one point he is gnilty of the whole ; ; fs 


then to him it is evil, for God is a God of inflexible jul- 
tice, and will not clear the guilty, nor ſtay the riꝑbte- 
ous, ſee Deut. vi. 25. Gen, viii, 26, And that man 
may know, that man doth not live by bread only, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord, ſec Deut. viii. 3. 
Therefore a river went out of Eden to water the gar» 
den, and from thence was parted, and become into four 
heads: then their names and their deſtination and ap- 
pointed uſe, in verſe 11, 12, 13, 14. This was a met- 
aphor of the pure river of the water of Jife, Rev. xxii. 
1. Pla. xlvi. 4 ; as God's time was come, And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden, to dreſs it, and to keep it. 

Thus God placed man in Paradite, and in honor, and 
made him Reward of his treaſures, to dreſs the garden 
and keep it, that nothing ſhould be Joſt, for it is 1equir- 
ed of a dean. that he is found faichful, that as Adam 
was a figure of him that was to come, who was his ſurety, 
he might labour, working with his hand, the thing which 
is good, that he may have to give to hum chat needeth, 
as every man hath received the gift, ſo miniſter the ſame 
one to another, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace 
af God. That man might cat the Jabour of bis hands, 
and be happy, enjoying the gift and portion God has 


given him under the Sun, — ſee Luke xii, 42. 1 Cor. iv. 


7, 2. 1 Pet. ib. 10. Ephe. iv. 28, Pia. cxxviii. 2. 
Eccle. tir. 22. 


Therefore God gave Adam this ſtewardſhip by a Jaw 
of commandment, to prove him, that he might ſee his 
Inability, chat he could not keep one precepi of the law, 
perte&ly 


ye had from the beginning 
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perfectly, becauſe he was of the earth, fo was earthy, 
and the Lord God commanded the mao, ſaying, of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of 
it, for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſure- 
ly die. Herein God declares his willingneſs for the hap- 
pineſs of man, by his commanding him to depend on, 
and believe on the name of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and love 
one another as he gave us commandment. 1 John ii. 


23 and in 1 John i;. 7,—Brethren I write no new com- 


andment unto you, but an old commandment which 
the old commandment is the 
word which ye have heard from the beginning. 

Thus in the firſt diſpenſation, God gave to man, this 
firſt and great commandment, to love the Lord with all 
the heart, and his neighbour as himſelf, And that he 
might be enabled todo this, he is commanded to eat 
of the tree of lite, and every tree of the garden freely, as 
heirs of God, receiving the gift of Gad, which is eternal 
life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

So it is not of themſelves, but Chriſt that liveth in 
them, that the life they live in the fleſh is by the faith of 
the ſon of God. So their fruits are wnto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life, for entering in at the ſtrait gate, 
and walking in the narrow way, they are led by life to 
life, and this is the record that God hath given to us eter- 
nal life: and this life is in his fon ; ſo the gates of earth 
and hell ſhall never prevail againit this ſoundation, that 
God may be all in all. | 

By this we ſee that God's eternal love and union with 
man, cannot be broken, by all that corrupt nature fin 
and undelief and enmity, that the carnal mind of man 
can do ;—for God faith, my people ſhall be a willing 
people in the day of the power of my love. So God 
was the ſame covenant keeping God, with the firſt genera 
ation, as he is with the laſt, whoſe ways are equal and 
changes not. | | 

Again, But of the tree of the knowledge of goed and evil, 
then ſhalt not eat of it, for iu the day that theu eateft tbere · 
of thou ſhait ſurely dis ;—this only forviddea to man. 

This 
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This tree niet to mankind the knowledge and 
goodnefs of God, who had power in himſelf alone, to 
make and exhibir an unalterable law, flowing from the 
re&irude of his divine nature, and is a law of inflexible 
zuftice, and therefore is a righteous Jaw, for the judge of 
all the earth will do right, and it ſhall be our righteouſ- 
neſs, if we oblerve to do all thele commandments before 
the Lord our God, as he hath commanged us, which if 
a man do he ſhall live in them, — Deut. vi. 26. Levit. 
iii. 5 

Therefore the man that liveth in every reſpect as the 
Jaw demands, muſt be as holy, as juſt, and as righteous, 

in thought, word, and deed, and iſo as perfect in conſti- 
tution as the law nſelt, in order: to appear juſtified be- 
fore God by the deeds of the law. But as Adam was 
made ſubject to vanity, it was impoſſible for him to keep 
this law perfectly in one poipt, or recommend himſelf to 
God by his works in ihe leaſt degree, for if he had there 
would have been no need of Chriſt as a redeemer or re- 
conciler, or a {aviour of man. | 

Therefore it appears that God did not command man, 
who was formed of the duſt, to live a life adequate to 
his holy law, but he commanded Him not to cat of it, or 
imagine himſelf capable of keeping the law perfectly, 
therefore this was an unrighteovs imagination for man, 
who at his beſt ſtate was altogether vamity, ſhould through 
pride vainly ſuppoſe, that they have goodneils or know- 
ledge in and of themſelves, ſufficient to find out a. way 
that ſhould make them more happy, than (hat which God 
had in wildom given to them by connnandinenr, and as 
all unrighteovineſs 3 is lin, ſo by this deception in man, fin 
entered into the world, and death by ſin, and ſo deatk 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned.— So inthe 
day he eat thereof he did ſurely die, as God had ſaid, 
thus by the Jaws the knowledge of ſin, Therefore to 
obey 14 better then ſacrifice and to hearken then the fat 
of rams, — 1 Sam. xv. 24, laſt part. 


Therefore this tree of knowledge of Good, ſignifies 


hat Chriſt ſaid.— John xvii. 3,—And this is life eternal, 


chat they might know thee the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt 
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Ehrift whom thou haft ſent, Colo. i. 16. And evil 
fignifics, that if inan imagines to obtain eternal life, by 
wiat he is, or can do, it is evil, he ſhall ſurely die. 


VIII 18, 


And the Lord Gad ſaid, it is nat good that the mas 
Heul d be alone: I will make him an beip meet for bim. (In 
the margin as before him.) | 

And as God's glory and man's happineſs is conſiſtantly 
connected together, he made him this promiſe io give 
him the greareſt good. A boſom companion. Prov. 


. viii. 22,-—Whboſo findeth 8 wife findeth a good thing and 


obtaineth favour of the Lord. For herein conſiſteth ſo- 
ciety happineſs, called reſt. Sce Ruth 111. 1. 


g ' 


VERSE 19, 20. 


Here God did finiſh, and make to appear, all bis for- 


med works, as every beaſt of the field, and every few} of 


the air, and brought them unto Adam, his Reward, to 
ſee what he would call them, and whaiſfoever Adam eal- 
led every living creature, that was the name thereof. 
Here Adam che figure appeared io be the head of nature, 
and the earthy parent of all men, and as ail were inclu- 
ded in him, he was the conſciouſneſs of all, and the re- 
preſentative of all his offspring. Therefore as God had 
ſet Adam ia this place, he gave him wiſdom and upder- 
ſtanding to name every creature he had made: and by & 
under Chriſt, to have power and gave him dominion over 
the works of his hands.—Saying, and the fear of you, 
and the dread ef you, ſhail bt upon every beaſt of the 
earth, and upon every fowl of {6 air, and upon all the 
filhes of the ſea.; into your hands are they delivered and 
theſe and the green herb, and all things have I given you 
for met. | Ny 

Thus we ſee, that God's everlaſting love is abſolute te 
the children of men without exception, through Chriſt. 
See Pla. viii. This power given to Chriſt, and through 
him to man. Gen. is, 1, 2, 3. Soall things are free- 
ly given to us of God, who giveth liberally uo all 7 : 
| | Whe 
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Who eech nad up braideth ak to i. 5. 17. 1 


Dim. iv. $, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. 


Now when God had finiſned the ſormation of all the 
ereatures, and given them to man, for his comfort and 


ſopport in this life, and had placed man in his ſteward- 
ſmip, and gave him dominion over them all, and com- 


manded him to be fruitful and multiply and repleniſh 


the earth, &c. 


Then he manifeſted the — happineſs, that can be 


enjoyed in time, which is ſociety benefits, without this 


man cannot be happy kere, for there 1 is a WO (0 bim that 
is alone. 


| So it is ſaid, tl for Adam 45 was not found an 
/ "> WY meer for him. Here was a want that all the other 


S * could not afford to man. So in 
VIS 21, to 26. 
And the Lord cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon Adam, and 


be flept, and be took one of bis ribs, and cloſed up ibe fed 


22 theresf. 
I underſtand Adam's being in a deep fleep ſignifies, 


that as God had ſer the world in his heart, that he could. 
not find out the work that God doth, from the beginning 


to the end, and as this was the beginning of God's buil- 
ding his v ifible houſe, by a ſociety of people called Zion, 


| 4 God choſe for a dwelling place, wherein he placed 


his name, wherein is the kingdom of heaven, in it God 
harh eſtabliſhed his throne for; ever and ever; the ſceptre 


ol his kingdom is a right ſceptre, therefore God bid, 
pet have] ſet my king upen my holy hill of Zion; ehus 


king Jeſus ſaid, the Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginnign 


bf his way, before his aorks of old ; when he prepared 


the heavens; when he appointed che foundations of the 
earth ;— then was I by him, rejoycing always before him. 
—R:joycing in the habitable part of his earth, and my 


_ delights were with the ſons of men. 


Thus it appears, that this hevſe and ſociety was God's 
family, and was with him before this world began, and 
as they were choſen of God in Chrift Jeſus, and ſaved 


by his righteoulagts with an holy calling. 80 Chriſt re- 


joicing 


| (—23<) | 


qoieing-in mern, was that glory he had with the father be- 
fore the world began, which he prayed he might have 
again. 8 
. as this was a great myſtery, man could not find 
it out, ſo was faid to be in a deep fleep. At this time 
God took one of his ribs, of which he made a woman & 
brought her unto the man. 6 

Thus Adam was a figure of Chrift, and the woman 2 
figure of the church ; and as the woman was of the man, 
ſo the Church is of Chriſt, -1 Cor. xi. 8. And as God 
left no wound in Adam's ſide, but cloſed up the fleſh in- 
ſtead thereof, he was now ſound without pain. So was 
Chriſt, when God raiſed him up, having looſed the pains 
of death free from all afflictions. | 

Now as Adam was awaked out of his deep ſleep, and 
God brought and prelented the woman to him, he did 
find a good thing, and obtained favour of the Lord, ac- 
cording to promiſe. Theretore ſhe was his delight, be- 
ing in conſtitution and complex the fame with himſelf. 
So ſhe was the only one in all the werld, to make him 
happy in ſociety, for without her he could not been hap- 
Py. In this ſenſe he preſented her to himſelf without 
blemiſh, that is, as perfect as he was himſelf ; thus, 
And Adam ſaid, this is now bone of my bone, and fleſk 
of my fleſh : She ſhall be called woman, becauſe ſhe 
was taken out of man. | 

This union and affinity, that the man had with the 
woman, was ſo great, that it was impoſſible but that he 
mould love her as himſelf : for no man hatetk his own 
floſh, but nouriſherh it, &c. Therefore Adam receives 
her as a gift of God do him, owns her as an heir of God, 
and a joint heir with himſelf, to all the honours and bleſ- 
fings of inheritance that God had given him, and thus he 
owns her to be as really one with him now, as he was 
before ſhe was taken out of him, and manifeſts his love 
to her in the moſt indearing manner poſſible, by chu- 
ſing her for his bride and boſom friend. And then de- 
clares the marriage covenant thus ;— 

Therefore ſhall a man leave his father, and his moth- 
er, and ſhall cleaye unto his wiſe, and they ſhall * 1 

| Hein. 
| i 5 
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em. Thus God manifeſted in the beginning of his 
building, in real harmony, that nothing but- peace and 
love unfeigned in all honeſty, being of one mind in the 
Lord, walking in the ſpiric of truth, praying one for 
another, {o this houſe is God's houſe of prayer for all 


people, and is of God's building. Pſa. cxxvii. 1, 2. 


And that this right be a true figure of Chriſt and the 
church, God built this houſe, and keeps it by command- 
ment.—Saying a man ſhall leave his father and his 
mother, his deareſt friends in nature, and fhall cleave 
Sato his wife, and they ſhall be one fleſh. 

;  Obſervethis command, hal is three times expreſſed, 


With an abſolute authority in this verſe, this was obeyed. 


This was the old commandment which was from the 
beginning, when God made them male and female, and 
called their name Adam, and bleſſed them the ſame day, 
in one name, — Gen. v. 2. So now being in the ſame 
union and ownels, that they were in, before the woman 


"was taken out of man, and made vißble: ſo they twain 


Mall be one fleſh, wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one fleſh, what therefore God hath joined together, let 


not man put stunder,— Matt. xix. 4, 5, 6. Here is a 
eommand in the covenant of God's peace, that is ordered 


in all things and ſure, that there all not be a bill of 
divorcement, that a man may put away his wiſe, and ſo 


put aſunder, that which the Lord hath inſeparably join- 


ed together; for if it could a been, it would ſpoilt the 
figure, for that which the Lord deſigned it, and the houſe 


that wiſdom hath built could not ſtand, but Gad ſaid my 
. eeunſe] ſhall ſtand, and Iwill do all my pleaſure ; there- 
Fore he faith, Mala. ii. 14, 15, — Let ye ſay, wherefore : 


becauſe the Lord hath been wiinels between thee and the 


wife thy youth, agaiaſt whom they halt dealt treacher- 


ouſly ; yet is ſhe thy companion the wife of thy cov- 
enant. And did not he mate one? Yet had he the te- 
flue of che ſpirit. And wherefore one? That he might 
ſcek a goodly ſeed; therefore take heed to your ſpirit, & let 


none deal treacherouſly againſt the wife of his youth. 
Here we ſee the Lord is a witneſs in his own family, 


and will have his covenant orders obſerved, and his com- 
Wo; | mands 
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mands obeyed, by the one ſeed which is Chrift the head 
of every man, who ſaid, I will never leave thee nor for- 
fake thee. So that we may boldly ſay, the Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do unto me, 
ſee Heb. x#itl. 5. 6. | 
Again, I underſtand that when God ſottned Adam, 
and made him a living active, intelligible being, and did 
bind the Dragon, and ſhut him up athouſand years tell 
this firſt diſpenſation ſhould end; in this time, in a fig- 
urative ſenſe, made him the head of nature, making all 
things that he had made, ſubſervient for his comfort and 
honour and gave him a law, commanding him to keep 
it, on penalty of death. God did not make him a free 
agent of this moral law, to act for himſelf to keep it, or 
not keep it, as he choſe or thought beſt, no if ſuch a 
thing could have been, (which covid nor), I think God - 


could not exacted the penalty, but God gave him this 


law by commandment, laying thou ſhalt not, as has been 
ſaid above. N 

And as this law was exhibited to the type, that God 
did know could not fulfil in the leaft degree, neither did 
he deſign he ſhould, dut this type did point to the one 
goodly feed, that he ſought, who was able to keep it 
perfectly, therefore God hath cheſen him to redeem his 
people, and put away none, a3 in Mala. ii. 16, —For the 
Lord the God of lrael faith, that he hateth putting away, 
for one cevereth violence with tis garment faith the 
Lord of hoſt. Therefore take heed to your ſpirit, that 
ye deal not treacheroully, 

Therefore it 18 evident, that the law was given to the 
man, when the woman was included in him. 30 there 
was no conditional obligation made to, or with the wo- 


man, that if ſhe kept the law ſhe ſhould live, but if ſhe” 


rebelled ſhe ſhould ſorely die, but to the men only, the 
woman having no ſtrength, was not in the conditions. 
She being of the man, and appearing in a diſtinct perſen- 
alicy, was brought and given to the man, for his bride, 
that meeting and joining her in this conjunction he ſhall 
ne ver put her away, but #3 her head, protector and ſure- 
ty. So now by a covenant oath, ſupporting her, and 


ſupplying 
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fopplying all her wants and defending her from being 
deſtroyed by her enemies, | 

This proves that he firſt choſe her, and firſt loved her, 
which was the cauſe of her chuſing and loving him, 
From this conſideration, I perceive, that the man did not 
receive an addition to himſelf, that he did not poſſeſi be- 
fore, but the ſame bone and fleſh, that was his own for- 
ever, ſo but one now, „ 

Now a3 the women was not taken cut of the head, 
ſhe was not to be a head ruler in the family, and as ſhe 
was not taken out of the feet, ſhe is not to be deſpiſed 
nor trodden under foot, but being taken out of the fide 
and as the man is by the woman, ſhe ſhall be an equal 
heir with her huſband in all the bleſſing of the family, 
and her deſire mall be to her huſband, and he ſhall rule 
over her, by a law of loye and pity, the holy Apoſtle 

Paul faith, Eph. v. 32,—This is a great myſtery, but I 
' ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the church. Matt. xiii. 11. 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 3 

Thus having ſaid a few words with reſpect to the fig- 
ure; I ſhall make a ſew more remarks, in regard to the 
antitype, who is the ſubſtance for as the command was 
directed to Adam to prove him, that he might fee his 
own inability to keep it, when his bride and all his off- 
ſpring was included in him. But the obeying and keep- 
ing of this command, was enjoined by covenant on Chriſt 
before the world began, and alſo to ſuffer the penalty for 
the breach thereof. 

This was the decree of God, when his bridethe church, 
and all that die in Adam, were included in him, which 
he promiſed ſhould be made alive in himſelf. 

Again, when the woman was taken out of man, and 
God brought her to Adam, ſhe was adorned with the robe 
of innocence, equal to her figurative huſband ; and as 
ſhe was the mother of all living, lo the whole world of 
mankind, being by her; here was God's building com- 
pletely finiſhed, as conſidered in the figure, This was a 
manifeſtation of his being married unte her, before ſhe 


was taken out of him; ſo it was not any good works 


that the woman did or could do, that was the cauſe of 
this 


teu 

this marriage. But this was the cauſe, they being of one 
conſtitution, and called by one name, ſo the cauſe was 
in the man alone; but as this building is to be ſhaken 
aud paſs away, it points to the ſpiritual houſe chat cannot 
be ſhaken, but doth remain, 

Therefore as we have bornethe image of our earthly ; 
parent, we ſhall alſo bear the image of our heavenly 
parent.—And being in him, we were choſen by him, who 
loved us then with an everlaſting love, being members of 
his dody, of his fleſh and of his bones, and being con- 
ſtituted 1:ke himſelf he ſaid, I am married unto you; and. 
in this union and ownels he laid, I have called you by my 
name, for ye are mine, in this name he faith, Rev. iii. 12, 
Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temp- 
le of my God, and he ſhall go no more out, and 1 will 
write upon him the name of. my God, and the name. of 


the city of my God, which is New Jeruſalem, which 


cometh down out of heaven from my God, and I Will 

write upon him my new name. Theſe have overcome by 

& waſhed their robes in the blood of the lamb, & are worthy. 
This is the New Jerulalem that: John ſaw. which is bs 


Holy City, coming down from God out of heavey, pte- 


pared as a bride adorned for her huſband, Mark; the 
bride come down from God out of heaven ready ador- 
ned to meet the bridegroom, that goeth forth of 
his chamber, and the bride out of ber cloſet Jos ii. 
16. Lo rejoice in God alone, ſo the bride, Chiift's church 
had no need, neither could the do any thing in point of 
duiy, as praying, tepeming, believing, and (olſaking 
Every evil way, &c. nor live a Gudly life, &c. in order 
that ſhe might be adorned with a wedding garment x 
for theſe duties ſhows that the loves God, fo her doing 
them was hot the cauſe of God's chuling her, and love 
Ing her, for the cauſe of this was in God alont, who 


chole her in Chriſt before time. 


Therefore he adorned her with his own divine nature, - 
and cloathed her wich his ſors righteoufnels, Which is 
her wedding garment, in this he abideth faithful and 
cannot 45 45 himſelf, Herein the figure and the anti- 
type agtee, for no man ever yet hated his On fleſh but 


E | nouriſhed | 
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nouriſheth and cheriſheth i it, EVEN $4 * Lord the church, 
bere is no putting away, for that the Lord hates a fon 
\ cirnen of the agreement of the figure, that was manifeſ. 
red in the firſt diſpenſation, to the firlt generation, who 
lived in inaocency which figure pointed to Chriſt the 


| 5 ſubſtance, which was manifeſted in the fourth diſpenſa- 


.tion, when Chriſt aroſe from the dead, and proved it by 
his reſurrection power. See Ephe. v. 20, to the end of 


the chapter. 


l obferve when this laſt Adam the Lord from heaven, 
Who was made a quickning ſpirit, did come in his te- 
ſuttection, power and glory, there was a voice of much 
people in heaven, ſaying, Alleluia Salvation, and glory, 
and honor and power unto the Lord our God. For true 
and righteous are his judgments, for he hath judged the 
great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her for- 
nication, and hath avenged the blood of his ſervants at 
8 her hand. 
Now was compleated God's ſpiritual building in his 


45 Woge which is God's temple for the holy Ghoft to 


dwell in, and a multitude {mall and great, and his ſer- 
. yants that feared him praiſed God, faying, Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honour to him, for the marri- 
age of the Lamb 13 come, and his wife hath made her- 
elf ready.—Sce Rev. æix. 

Therefore in this ſpiritual houſe there is no types, nor 
metaphors, no death, ſorrow nor pain, for all tears are 
. wiped away from all faces, lo their joys are unſpeakable 
and full of glory. 

Again, And they were both naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not aſhamed. 

Now in this innocent ſtare, theſe two children lived in 
peace and love, without interruption, and as heirs of this 

eſtate, they delight in one another's company, and ſeek 
one another's good, enjoying all the bleflings God had 
promiſed them, in this their own habitation, for they had 
not done any thing contrary to law te make them aſha- 
med, for the old ſerpent, the luſt of the fleſh, the Juſt of 
the eye, and the pride of life, that the hand of the Lord 
bath formed, when he formed Adam's carthy body, was 


— hound. | | 80 
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. 
of o pride was not revealed to diſturb the peace of ſo- 
ho eicty, neither could it appear to do hurt, till the fame 
he powers that ſhut it up, ſhould looſe it out of the bottom- 
a- leſs pit, at the appointed time, fo peace did now abound 
by in God's family. For, only by pride cometh contention, 
of but with the well adviſed ig wiſdom. When pride com- 
eck, then cometh hame, but with the lowly 7s wiſdom, 
en, Prov. xiii. 10. Prov. x1. 2. | *- 
. Nöw I muſt conclude, that as our firſt parents did at 
ch this time, and in this peaceable ſtate, repreſent all man- 
ry, kind, it is ſimilar to what is ſaid in Iſa. xiv. 7, 8, — The 
"a whole earth is at reſt, and is quiet, they break forth into 
he ſinging, Yea the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars 
97 of Lebanon, ſaying, ſince thou art laid down, no feller 7s 
at come up againſt us. Their redeemer is ſtrong, the 


Lord of Hoſt's is his name; he ſhall thoroughly plead 
their cauſe, that he may give reſt to the land, and diſ- 
quiet the inhabitants of Babylon, —Jere. J. 34. Rev. xviii. 
20. Pſa. cxlviii, the whole Pſalm. Ia. Ix. 18. 
believe that according to the index of the ſcripture, 
that in the firſt age of the church of Chriſt, when the 
church and all nacure was at reſt and quiet; ſo long as 
they obeyed the voice of the Lord, in Numb. xxxv. 34, 
— Defile not therefore the laod which ye ſhall inhabit, 
wherein I dwell, for I the Lord dwell among the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. : | 
Now altho' they enjoyed the bleſſings of this Jan 
through Chriſt, yet they dwelt in it as ſtrangers in the 
days of their youth, as the children of Iſrael did in the 
land of Canaan, before they went into Egypt. | | 
So unſtained nature was as happy at this time, as it 
could poſſibly be, being ſupported and governed by their 
redeemer, who was with, and did love his church in the 
firſt age, as he did in the laſt. By this conſideration, 
as all the enemies of the church was confined, and noth- 
ing to diſturb them, they lived perfectly happy in that eſ- 
tate, and did pre- figurate the bleſſedneſs and perſection 
of the church of Chriſt, in all ages to the end of time, 
for in Chriſt all are without fault before the throne. 
Our firſt patents being without pride was without 
FS. fault, 
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+a; and oooh they were naked, yet not aſhamed, and 


needed no covering for body or mind, for their Judges 
and officers were all righteous at this time. But altho' 


0 
. they were without the knowledge of Chiiſt as ar<deemer, f 
F — which covld not be till there was a falling away, and the 1 
man of fin ſhould be revealed, but they knew Gad by tl 

his name, God'Almighty. C 
Therefore he gave them a meaſure of his ſpirit to to pro- 2 

3 Is 81 withal, for Chyiſt was the true light, which lighteth ri 
= everv man that cometh into the world. He was in the 10 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world fi 

knew him not, He came unto his own, and his own W 
received him not. And as he was the word of God by tt 
whom all things were made, ſo he was the power and tl 
wiſdom of God by which every thing was made and com- b 
manded, to convey light and ſupport to the children of n 

men through time, and hath made of one blood all na- tl 

tions of men, for co dwell on all the face of the earth, ec 

and determined the times before appointed, and the B 
hounds of their habitation,— AQs xvii. 26, 27, 28, 29. t. 

And as this word is in all the things that God cieared 2 

dach made, thereby he manifeſteth himſelf ro mankind. jr 
See PA. Kix. 1, 2, 3, 4,.— The heavens declare the glory f. 
5 of God; and the firmament ſneweth his handy works. g 
+ Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night 0 
j" he weth knowledge. There is no ſpeech nor language ſ: 
lil where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out ſ: 
| through all the earth, and their words. to the end of the G 
world. pe 

Thus God makes himſelf known to his ſervants by a th 

Jaw he placed in the works of his hand, which law he tr 


e mmanded them to obey; as in Pla. «iv. 5, — All thy 

works ſhall praiſe thee O Lord, and thy faints ſhall bleſs N 
thee. For as his works day and night ſheweth know- ſt 
lege, that there iz no ſpeech nor language where their it 
voice is not heard, but as he is good to all and his tender 's 
mercies are over all his wat ks, this voice, this line, and th 
this word, is gone out through the earth, to the end of Bw 
the world. Thea hath fer a tadernacle in the ſun: to w 
divide and blels the earth, and make it froutul, as in Gen, th 
8, 14. | 1 The 
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The Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of the me: cies of God te 
man, in general, taith, Rom. i. 18, to the end of the 
chapter. And as the Plalmiſt hath ſer forth the bleſ- 
ſings that he receives, that hears this voice and oþers it. 
The Apoſtie ſhows the not hearing and obeying it, is 
the cauſe of eur condemaation, he ſaith, for the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven, againſt. all ungodlineſs 
and! unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, becauſe that which may be known of God 
75 manifeft in them; for God hath ſhewed it unto them; 
for the inviſible things of him from the creation of, the 
world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, ſo 
that they are without excuſe. And then gives the reaſon ; 
becauſe that when they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was darken- 
ed, profeſTing themiſelves to be wile, they became fools, ' 
Becauſe of this deception they forſook the Lord whom 
they knew, and worſhiped idol Gods, they knew not; 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God, into an 
wage made like corruptible man, and to birds and four- 
foottd beaſts, and creeping things, wherefore God alſo 
gave them up to uncleannets, through the luſts of their 
own hearts to diſhonour their own bodies between them- 
ſelves. Thus he gors on to the end of the chapter ; the 
lame in Col. 121i. 6, For which things ſake, the wrath of 
God cometh on the children of diſobedience. Becauſe 
rebellion is a breach of law, and is unjuſt, for this reaſon 
the law workech wrath, for where no law is, there is no 
tranſgteſſion. | 

And as the inviſible things of him from the creation of 
the world are ſcen, and not only ſeen but being under- 
ſtood alſo by all God's intelligible beings, by tne things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godkead, this 
1s the light that lighteth every man; by this they know 
that there is a power above them, a ſelf dependant being, 
who was the firſt, by whom all things were made, by 
which man and every living creature is ſupported, in 
this ſenſe all men know God and are without excuſe who | 
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do net glorify him ae God; this law was placed in the 


ſtructure of nature, in the beginning, and all men are un- 
der this law and judged by it, both Jew and Gentiles, 
according to their advantages: ſo to the Jews firſt, and 
alſo tothe Gentiles; for unto them thai are contentious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoulneſs, 
indignatign and wrath. But glory, honour and peace to 

every man that worketh good, to the Jew and alſo to 


the Gentiles, for there is no reſpect of perſons with God ; 


for when the Gentiles which have not the law, (given in 
particular precepts) do by nature the things contained in 
che law, theſe having not the law, are a law unto them- 


lelves. 


Which ſhew the work of the law written in their 


hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their 


thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elle excuſing one 


another. 


By this it is plain that the law did not take its riſe or 
proceed from the old natural min, but was written by 


the {pirit of truth in the heart and mind of man, to teach 


them, that all things whatſoever thee would, that men 
mould do to you, do ve even ſo to them, for this is the 
law and the Prophets, —Mait, viz. 12. 

So by this law that is written in every man's conſci- 
eace, they ate accuſed or elſe excuſed. In the day when 
God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt accor- 
ding to my goſpel, ſaich the Apoſtle, —ice Rom, ii. which 
you may read for your ſatisfaction. 

Now as this law was given to Adam, in whom all 
mankind were included, fo as ic was given to him, ſo it 


was given to all men, as if they had then been in perſo- 


nal exiftence. Therefore as all things were now ſettled 
by God ia the kingdom of his providence, by his eternal 
counſel, which EN be fulfilled in his time, in due ſea- 
ſon; wg as God will have all men to be ſaved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth, this decree being 

alete unconditional to man in regard of what man 


doch da, or dath not do, ſo it will eternally ſtand, for this 


is of grace, but his woulding 1 is his juſtice act, for as God 
bath ordered every thing in the kingdom of his provi- 
dence, 
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Hence, to eontribute peace and comfort to man in this 
life, it they walk in n wiſdomi ways, but if not they ſhall 
die. 

In this ſenſe man is ſet in a ſtate of probation, for this 
life only and not for eternity. So as it was ſaid ro Cain, 
ſo it is ſaid to all men, If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou 
not be accepted, and if thou doeſt not well, fin lieth at 
the door. So inlfa. iii. 10, 11,—Say ye to the righte- 
ous that it ſhall be well with bim for they ſhall eat the 
fruit of their doings. Wo unto the wicked it ſhall be ill 
with bim, for the reward of his hands ſhall be given him: 
(which is juſt.) 

This was the law covenant God made with Adam 
and his offspring when in a. ſtate of innoceney; fo he 
eommands every man, as the Apoſtle ſaith 1 Cor. vi. 19, 

20,— What know ye not that your body is the temple of 
the holy ghoſt ubich is in you which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own, For ye are bought with 4 
price, therefore glorify God in your body, and 1n your 
ſpirit, which are God's. This covenant Chriſt fulfilled. 
believe this to be the time in the firſt age of the world, 
before man had actually ſinned, that Chriſt had reference 
to, in Matt. xxv. 14 to the 31, and in Luke xix. 12 to 
the 28, Matthew bas it thus, — For ibe kingdom of beav- 
ven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called 
his own ſervants and delivered unto them his goods. 
And Luke thus, — He ſaid therefore a certain nobleman 


went into a far country, to receive for himſelf a kingdom 


and to return, 

This metaphor ſhows God's univerſal love and care 
for his people, by calling them his own ſervants and de- 
livering unto them his goods, and unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and to another one, to every 
man according to his ſeveral ability; and ſtraightway 
took his journey. In Luke, When the nobleman had 
given to his ſervants, to each one his Pounds; he ſaid, 
occupy 'till J come. 

Here was ſomething for man to do in point of edi 
ence, but not of merit nor to pay any debt, nor in any 
wiſe, that God might place his love upon him, or chule 


hin 
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kim in Chrift, ſor this he did before time. I take this 
to be the time when God commanded Adam to dreſi the 
garden and keep it, till he come, then he gave, to every 
man his calent, and che manifeſtation of the ſpirit is giv- 
en to every Man to profit witha}, as above ſaid, For 
here there is no law there is no iranſgreſfion, we Acts 
"vii. 30. Aad the times of this ignorance God winked 


At; bu now commands all men every where to repent. 


Hop Luke xxiv. 44 to 43, Luke xiv. 16. Rom. atii. 
11. Eph. iii. 5. Titus 11. 11. 1 Peter i. 14. 1 Peter iv. 
310 7, &c. 
Therefore it was of neceſſity that there ſhould be a 
law of inflexible juſtice, for it not, there could not been 
a reckuning day, nor a day of judgment, and if not, then 
the nobleman mult Joſt his honour and dignity, ſo then 
none could been condemned nor any juſtified. Then it 
could not be ſaid, All thy works ſhall praiſe thee O Lord, 
and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. Bur as the law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the foul, and the cemmand- 
ment ofthe Lord pure, enlightening the eyes. There- 
fore he gave it to his ſervants when ftanding in an un- 
ſtained character, by order, according to their ſeveral 
abilities. 
And las theſe calents were all of one kind and ſubſtance, 
which is Chriſt, and eternal life in him, who delivered us 
frem ſo great a death anddoth deliver,-2 Cor. i. 10. 
And as he hath given Chtiſt to us 21], hew ſhall he not 
with him freely give us all things. —Iic is therefore re- 
quired of every man according to the meaſure ef grace, 
& the gift of God beſtowed on him, To do all that he doth 
to the glory of God, and whatſoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks 
to God and the father by him, — Colo. i. 17. 80 all 
that we do ſhould be bx. the good of tae church of Chriſt, 
and the ſociety of mankind in peace and charity, that 
when our judge ſhall come, we may be found of him in 
cace. 
> After a long time the Lord of thoſe ſervants cometh 
and reckoneth with them, having received to himſelf a 
kingdom, which is mentioned in Dan. ji. 44. "This 
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was the appointed time that Chriſt came in the fleſh, to 
finiſh the work the father had given him to do, and gath- 


er out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
that do iniquity, and preſent his church to himfelf with 
out blemiſh, by ending all controverſy, between God and 
his people,—Gala. iv. 1, to 6. Acts xvii. 31. Matt. 
uiii. 41. 

Therefore this kingdom that the Lord received to 
himlelf, was a kingdom of prieſts, that were under the 
Jaw covenant, that if they obeyed and keep it, then they 
ſhall be a peculiar people, a holy nation, — Exod. xix. 5, 
6. This law being holy, requires perfect obedience, 
which theſe lervants in their natural poſition and charac- 
ter they ſtand in, were not able to perform ; therefore the 
fulfillment of this command was charged to, and wasre- 
quired of the ſurety, who was fully able, who being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with, 
God in the Godhead; But made himſelſ of co reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made 
in the likeneſs of men, and being found in the faſhion as 
a man, he humbled hieaſelf, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs, | 

So in his manhood called the ſon of God, was made of 
a woman, made under the jamie law that man was, to re- 
deem chem that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of ſons, in his likenets, — Thus in the full- 
nels of time he was ſent forth by the father, to fulfil 
this law, which he received of his father by command- 
ment. So as true as he did appear at this time, all man- 
kind appeared in him, and was repreſented by hin, be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done whether it be good or bad. 

Thus Chriſt did enter into heaven itſelf now to appear 
in the preſence of God for us, New he commanded 
theſe ſervants to be called unto him, to pope how much 
every man had gained by tradeing. This fignifies the 
travel of man in this liſe, while in {he body; that {hows 
which ſpirit they are led by in their minds, at this time, 
whether by tae ſpiric of Chriſt, by which they wa alk hu- 

F manly 
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manly and love their neighbour as themſelves, by which 
they are juſtified, or elſe by the ſpirit of this 20710 that 
proceeds from the ſinſol luſt ot the fleſh, that leads them 
to hate and envy one another by which they become en- 
emies to God, by wicked works in their minds, for which 
they are condemned: | 
And he that had received five talents; came and 
bought other five, He alſo that had received two tal- 
ents came and faith Lord, thou deliveredſt unto me two 
talents, behold 1 have gained two other talents beſides 
them. Here is no difference in the value or kind of 
theſe talents, but the five, two and one are of one free 
gift. But as one gained more than the other, appears to 
be this, Luke xii. 48,—For unto whomſoever much ig 
given of him ſhall be much required, &c. The Apoſ- 
tle ſaith thus, 2 Cor. viii. 12 —For if there be firſt a 
willing mind, (that is conformed to the image of his ſon 
which is Chrift living in them, by which according to 
the meaſure of the faith of Chriſt given to them, they act 
and behave one towards another,) it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
__ See 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7, 8. Prov. xi. 25. John i. 
16. 

Theſe being in Chriſt are new creatures, whoſe fruits 
are unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life. To theſe 
jervants the Lord ſaid, well done thou good and faith- 
ful ſervant, thou haſt been faichful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord. As our immortal ſpirits are of his 
eſſence, he hath renewed us in the ſpirit of our mind, 
that we ſee and enjoy the Goſpel diſpenſation, wherein be 
hath made vs unto our God, kings and prieſts; and we 
ſhall reign on the earth, over ſin and unbelif with this 
promiſe, to reign with him for ever and ever. 

Then he which had received the one talent came, and 
laid, Lord I knew.thee that thou art an hard man, reap- 
ing where thou haſt not ſown, and gathering where thou 
haft not ſtrewed. And I was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent in the earth : Lo there thou haſt that is thine. 
[ have oft queried with myſelf what I Mould _ 
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Kand by this wicked ſervant, who was God's fervant, 
The anſwer to this query | ſhall leave till the ſecond diſ- 
penlation takes place, for he could not be revealed in the 
firſt, becauſe he was bound, till that prophecy was fulfil 
led; but altho' man was happy and quiet in this innocent 


Rare, yet the Pſalmiſt gives this account of him, Pſa, 
xlix. 12, —Neverchelefs, man being in honour abideth not, 


he is like tbe beaſts tbat periſh, Verſe 20,—Man that is 
in honour and underſtandeth not, is like the beafts that 
periſh. Pla. æxxix. 5. Eccle. iii. 19. Pla. xc. 4. Pla. 
cit, 9. This being the ſtate of man, yet he ſaith, But 
God will redeem my ſoul from the power of the grave, 
tor he ſhall receive me: ſpeaking of Chriſt, —Pſa, ælix. 
15. Here the firſt diſpenſation ends and the ſecond diſ- 


penſation takes place, as we find according to God's de- 


ſiga in 


Genes1s iii. 1, 2, 3. 


Now the ſerpent was more ſublile than any beafls of the 
zeld which the Lord God bad made. And be ſaid 1 the 
woman, Tea, bath God ſaid, Ye ſhall not cat of every tree 
of the garden? 

This ſerpent appears to be the ſame that John ſaw, 
Rev. xx. 1, 2, 3; who by the power of the Angel was 
bound, and ſhut up in the bottomleſs pit for a ſet time. 
This angel is Chriſt who ſaid, Fear not, I am the firſt 
and the laſt; I am he that liveth and was dead, and be- 
hald I am alive for ever more, Amen, and have the keys 
of hell and of death; and hath the key of David, he 
that openeth and no man ſhutteth; and ſhutteth and no 
man openeth.—See Rev. i. 17, 18. Rev. itt. 7. Ia. xxii. 
22. 1 Cor. xvi. 9. | 

So as Chriſt was in the beginning and made all thingy, 
his hand tormed the crooked ſerpent, I conclude out of 
the created darkneſs, as he appears to be nothing but 
darkneſs, and is called the God of this world, that hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not. — See 2 Cor. 
tu. 3, 4. Eph, u. 8, 11. Pla, cvii, 10, 11. Matt. viii. 

12. 


— 


12. Rom. xiii. 12. Luke i. 79. As darkneſs was T 
firlt upon the face of the deep, the earth was without 
form and void; fo it is the mother of all evi} devices, 
and vain imaginations, that ariſes in the mind of man, 
which is the cauſe of their diſobedience, But when man 
at firſt was formed with all his intellect faculties, and un- 
vivifyed, this ſerpent was bound, fo that he ſhould not 
tempt nor deceive the nations till che firſt diſpenſation 
was ended. ä 
At this period there was ſilence in heaven about the 
ſpace of half an hour: this is the heart and mind of man, 
in this time God withdrew the teachings of his ſpirit 
from them, that the ſcripture might be fulfilled. Job 
in. 9, The princes refrained talking and laid 7beir 
hand on their mouth. Zech. ii. 13,.— Be filent O all 
fleſh before the Lord, for he ts raiſed up out of his holy 
habitation. 28 | 

Now was the ſerpent looſed for a little ſeaſon, and ſet 
on a throne in God's temple, that is the heart of man, 
and by his tyrannical power did ſtay the whole world of 
mankind. Thus we ſec that as ſoon as God had wich- 
cirawn the ſtriving of his ſpirit from them, as he faid in 
Gen. vi. 3.— My ſpirit ſhall zoc always ſtrive with man, 
for that he alſo is fleſh, 

Now there was a falling away from their firſt eſtate of 
innocency, and left their own habitation of peace and 
quietneſs, &c. and had defiled the land wherein the 
Lord dwelt, as he ſaid, Numb. xxxv. 34,—Detile not 
the land which ye ſhall inhabit, wherein! dwell, for I 
the Lord dwell among the children of Iſrael; agreeable to 
2 Cor. xi. 3, — But ] fear left by any means as ihe ſerpent 
begniled Eve through his ſubtility, ſo your minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chritt, 

} conclude that the land being de filed, and the mind 
being corrupted, mean one thing; and the ſerpent that 
beguiled, tempted, deceived and inticed them, was the 
luſts of the fi-ſh. See James i. 14,—But every man 7s 
tempted when he is drawn away of his own Juſt and inti- 
ced. There are many devices ins Man's heart, — Prov. 
Ki. 21. Ptov. x vi, 9, 30. Mic. ii. 1. This appears 
445 N obvious 


— 
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ebvious by the woman's travel, ver. 3,—But of the fruit 
of the tree which is in the midſt of the garden, God 


hath ſaid ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, 


Jeſt ye die. Here the woman eee ſhe knew 
God and alſo knew his commands, that we may eat of 
the fruic of the trees of the garden freely. But only the 
fruit of this tree he forbid, ſaying in the day ye eat thete- 
of ye ſhall ſurely die. 

Bur notwithſtanding this confeſſion, ſhe was ſo far 
darkened in her mind by deceitful luſt, ſhe ſpoke dimi- 


nutive of God's oath, which was, ye ſhall ſurely die: 


ſhe ſaid left ye die. By this it ſeems that war was pro- 
claimed by flefhiy wn, againſt the ſoul, and all humani- 
ty. See 1 Pet. ii. James iv. 1. This plainly 
ſnows that war oY Ou from luſt, that is in the mem- 
bers that ſpoils the peace of ſociety, as in Pſalm Ixxxi. 
11, 12,—But my people would not hearken to my voice, 
an Lirael would none of me. So I gave them up uato 
their own hearts loſts, and they walked in their own 
counſel, Pla. Ixxiii. 18, —Surely thou didſt ſet them in 
ſlippery places, thou caſteth them down into deſtruction. 
The Lord ſhall bring againſt them a nation of fierce 
countenance, which thall not regard the perſon of the 
old, nor ſhew favour to the young, —Deu. xxviii. 50, 
' 4 IR 

Theſe are the generation that Chriſt ſpake to, ſaying, 
Ye jerpenis, ye generation of vipers, how can ye eſcape 
the damnation of hell. It appears by God giving them 


, up unto their own luſt, that they might walk ia their 


own counlel, was to ſhow that man was made ſubject to 
vanity ; and for this it j is faid, For God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfill his will, and agree and give their 
kingdom unto the beaſt, until the words of God ſhall be 
fulfilied. 


f The conſtitution and deſign of this wicked nation; we 
ad in 


VERSE 4, 5. 


Aud the ſerpent ſaid unto woman, ye foal! not * die. 
Fer God dotb knew, that in ibe day ye eat theresf, then 
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your eyes fhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as Gods, lung 


good and evil. 

In the firſt place he ſhows his conſtitution, which was 
a lie. 

2nd; His deſign which was to deceive, thus he ap- 
pears a murderer from the beginning, for tho" he was 
once bound by truth, he abode not in the truth, becauſe 
there was no tru h in him, when he ſpeaketh a lie he ſpeak- 
ech of his own, for he 1s a liar and 155 father of it. This 
lie was the tares the enemy ſoved in God's field, rhe 
woman's mind that cauſed her to diſbelieve God, and be- 
lieve this lie, that ſhe ſhould not ſurely die; that ſhe 
might be damned. Now ſhe became both in mind and 
p. ctice of her father the devil, and the luſt of her father 


me will do, for the fleſh joſtelh againſt the ſpirit. 


Thus the woman being tempted, and drawn away of 


her own luſt, was enticed to blaſpheme, as in Rev. xiii. 6, 
And he opened his mouth in blaſphemy againſt God. 
to blaſpheme his name and his tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven. So the women being given up to the 
| Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, 
faid within herſelf, For God doth know, that in the day 
ye cat thereof, that your eyes ſhall be opened, and ye 
fall be as God's knowing good and evil. 

{ thick this is the higheſt degree of blaſphemy againſt 
| God, chat can poſſialy be committed by mortal man, who 
i: of no higher deſcent than the elements. Gen. ii. 7. 
This was the fi:tt time that pride made its appearance in 
the world, which cauſcd man io believe that the ſoul of 
man is im nortal, therefore is capable of doing good to 
the reſurreRion of li e, which will make them eternally 
happy of doing evil to the reſurtectior, of damnation, 
which 1s the cauſe of their eternal miſery, 

This principle hath continued to this day, and as it 
was in the beginning fo it is now the cauſe of all the 


wars and controverſies amongtt mankind, For only by 


pride cometh contention, this makes a man think he is 
better than his neighbour : and his works more holy. I 
underſtand the foul to be the ſubſtantial. part of this ele- 
mentary body, wherein conſiſtech all the faculties and 

paſſions 
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paſſions of the ſoul and mind of man. Now as thefe 
faculties are agitated, either to walk afier the ſpirit of 
Chriſt which is life, or elſe to walk after the fleſh which 
is death. But as there is none that doth good and ſin- 
nech not, ſo the ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die, it is not im- 
mortal. But the immortal ſpirit in man being Ged's 
offspring can neither fin nor die, ard goes to Gud that 
gave it, Now it appears that the woman walked after 
the fleſh, and believing ſhe ſhould not ſurely die, which 
was a lie, ſhows ſhe was in the tranſgreſſion, being decei- 
ved, having no hands in their death, but their ſtrength 
is firm, they are not in trouble nor plagued like other 
men, (being paſt feeling) | 
Therefore pride compaſſeth them; ſee to this purpoſe 
Pſa. Ixxiii. 4, 5, 6. Thus as pride had taken God's feat 
in her heart, ſhe imagined ſhe was equal to God, and was 
now able like Lucifer, and ſaid I will aſcend unto heaven, 


] will exalt my throne above the ſtars of God, I will fer 


alſo upon the mount of the congregation, in the ſides of 
the north, I will be like the moſt high. Ste Ia. xiv, 
Alſo, 2 Thefl. ii. 4, this is the man of fin, Who op- 
poſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped : ſo that he as God ſitteth in the 
temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 

Here appears what John ſaw ſoon after the old ſerpent 
was looſed, Rev. xx. 4,—And 1 ſaw thrones, and they 
ſer on them, theſe thrones was the princely power wicked 
men ſet in, to rule the nations of the earth. And as 
judgment was given unto them, that they might judge 
the congregation of men with tyrannical power, accord- 
ing to their own wicked counſel, to which God had giv- 
en them up to, and thus put in their hearts to fu'fil his 
will ; for if they had not given their kingdom, that is, 
their power and fleſhy faculties, wholly re do all manner 
of wickedneſs with greedineſs, God's words ceuld not 
have been fulfilled. 

Mark, the next thing that John ſaw was the effeQs of 
the practice of theſe wicked rulers, that cavied God's 
people to err, which is murder, envy, hatred, which 
ls cauſed by unbelief in their minds. He laid, And I 

law 


li 
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faw the ſouls of them that were beheaded ſor the witneſt 
of Jeſus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
wor thipped the beaſt, heither his image, neither had re- 
ceived his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands 


end they lived and reigned With Chriſt a thouſand years, 


Thus | it appears that by theſe thrones, we underſtand, 
as in Iſa. xxviii. 1, Wo to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards, &c. Hoſea v. 5,— And the pride of Iſrael 
goth teſtifie to his face, &c. So pride and arrogancy is 
the crown that theſe wicked rulers that ſet upon theſe 


_ Thrones wear, which evil way, and the froward mouth, 


God hates, Prov. wifi, 1 3. Now the woman doth im- 
2pine herſelf to be the queen of heaven, and that the 
world and all things therein are at her own diſpoſing. 
Rev. vii. 7,—For ſhe ſaith in her heart, I fit a queen 
and am no widow, and ſhall fee no forrow. Here ſhe 
ſhows herſelf to be God, and that ſhe hath the power of 
omniregency, to rule over all both in heaven and earth, 
Here {;c exalteth herſelf above all that is called God, 
and in this power of free agency, demands all obedience 
and worſhip from all God's people. See Jere. vii. 18, 
Jere. liv. 19. 

The woman ſaid, or the ſerpent 1 in her mind, ye ſhall 
not ſurely die ; then committing high treaſon againſt the 
king of glory, faid, For God doth know ye ſhall not die, 
Here the man of ſin in her mind, aſcended above God, 
and charged him with perjury, ſwearing to that he knew 
was falſe, and cauſed his name to be blaſphemed among 


_ the heathen, by this falſe accuſation. By this ſhe rejec- 
ted God and all his counſels, and all that was human and 


Godlike, by faying God knew they ſhovid not die; but 
this ſhould be the effects of their rebellion, their eyts 
ſhould be epened, and ſhall be as Gods ; mark not as 
God, but as God's many, and Lord's many, knowing 
good and evil. 

I think it will not be amiſs to make a little enquiry 
here, how we fhall underſtand, and make a right vic of 


the many metaphorica! expreſſions, given us in the {crip- |, 


ture, the want of which ſeems to be the caule of the ma- 
ny controverſies among mankind, and is the cauſe of ab- 
ſolute 


gels, God's meſſengers, &c. 
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folute monatchy government being ſet up in the world, 
I ſhall mention a few of them, for both good and evil: is 
. ſpoken to us by metaphors, 


* 


The word God, good, peace, love, human Almighty 
creator, eternal holineis, &c. Lord in groſs, whoſe 
crown of government conſiſteth in himſelf : the archi- 
tet, the maſter builder, the abſtract from whom all things 
have their ſupport and exiſtence, the firſt and the laſt, &c. 
Jeſus, a ſaviour, Chriſt the anointed light, & c. good an- 
Create to make of noth- 
ing; creation the making of the world; elements, un- 
mixt bodies, the principal of all things, as fire, air, earth, 
water, alſo the firſt principle or rudiments of any art, 
or plain inſtructions; this principle of art, or inſtructions, 
was placed in, and given for uſe, to thele elements by 
commandment, before the body's and fouls of men or 
beaſts, or any thing was formed out of them, and made 


_ viſible, 


Now as at firſt the earth was without form, and void, 
and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep, this ſeems to 
be the cauſe of this confuſion, that darkneſs was upon 


the face of all nature, and nothing but the light that God 


formed out of himſelf, could diſſipate and deſtroy it, 
and when darkneſs 1s deſtroyed, yet the elements keep 
their conſtituted poſition. 

Therefore it appears that darkneſs is not made nor con- 
ſtiruted as the elements, but created to diſturb their 
peace, and is that out of which the hand of the Lord 
hath formed the crooked ſerpent, which is called the jon 
of perdition. So that darkneſs, the crooked ſerpent, the 


Devil, Satan, Lucifer, Dragon, the great whore of Bab- 


ylan, and adveriary, &c. are metaphors uſed to ſhow, as 
by one word, the enemy of the elementary man, which 
hath ſo darkened the underſtanding, that cauſeth them 
to take evil for go00a, and good for evil, darkneſs fot 
light and light for darkneſs, which the Lord will deſtroy 


with the ſpirit of his mouth, and the brightneſs of his 
coming. 


believe it was this enemy darkneſs, that was the fi: 
moving cauſe of all evil, unrighcouſneſs and in; 9 
| | | the 


50) 
| the woman having her underſtanding darkened, being if et 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance iſ = 
that is in her, becauſe of the blindnels of her heart; be- 
ivg paſt feeling, have given herſelf over unto laſciviouf. 
' neſs, to work all uncleanneſs with greedinels ; to this 
purpoſe we find in Ephe. iv. 18, 19. From what ha 
been ſaid, it appears, that the ſerpent did originate from, 
and was formed of this darkneſs, which was the cauſe of 
the woman's being tempted, and drawn away of her own 
Juſt andenticed, now to believe that this change of mind, 
having her eyes opened, thus to know good ard evil, 
me ſhould be the higheſt ruler in the kingdom, and be 
independently happy, proved her ruin, and next proceed 
to try her power by practife, having no bands, and her fl = 


ſtrength firm, as we may ſce in l 
E 

VXES 6. t 

b 


And when the woman ſaw that the tree was greed u 
food: and that it was pleaſant Io the eyes, and airee 1 %. 
defired to make one wile, ſhe tock of the fruit thereof, and o 
did eat, and gave aifo unio ber baſband with ber, and Wl e 
did eat. | | ; n 

I underftand by the woman, who was the mother of a , 
living, to repreſent Chriſt's vifible church, and their 
travel in this werld ; for as the creature was made ſub- + 

ject to vanity, according to God's purpole, now were in «| 
bondage under the elements of the world. So Eve walk-W 7 
ed at this time, according to the ceurſe of this world, 5 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the ſpi-· a 

rit that now worketh in the children of diſobedience; þ, 
ſhe being deceived was in the tranſgrefſion, being led by 1 
her fleſhly luſts, which hath conceived and brought forth n 

| fir, a generation of vipers, and fin being finiſhed brought in 
forth death, for as pride goeth before deſtruction, ſo hell ir 

from beneath is moved, for thee to meet thee at thf d 

coming, &c. cl 

This was the condition the deceived woman, by juſt  & 

and pride had fallen into, and did furely die, and they 
called darkneſs light, for ſatan himſelf is transformed in- 


to an angel of light, Therefore it is no great * 
| 1 


—— 

his miniſters alſo be trans formed as the miniſters of tight - 
eouſneſs ; whoſe end ſhall be according to their _ 
Le 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14, 15. 

This did originate from darkneſs, from wc, did 
ariſe the beaſt and the falſe prophet, that cauſeth the evil 
devices and vain imaginations of the fooliſh heart to. 
wander after the beaſt, as living vanities, this is the myi- 
tery of iniquity, that doth already work, and then ſhall 
that wicked be revealed, which is the devil and his an- 
gels, that hath deceived the whole world, and is mani- 
felted by the works, that proceeds from the evil devices 
of the fooliſh heart: ſo that theſe being both taken by 
the power of the true light, ſhall be caſt alive into a lake 
of fre, &c.— ſee Rev. xix. 20. This is the anti-Chriſt, 
—ſee 1 John, ii. 18. Matt. xxiv. 5, 6, 24. And is 
he that is a murderer, and ſinned from the beginning; 
lee John viii. 44, 1 John iii. 18, This murderer was 
the firſt born of death, that did devour his ſtrength, thus 
by one man hn entered into the world, the effects of it 
John ſaw in chat afore cited Rev. xx. 4, laſt part, And J 
jaw the ſouls of them that were beheaded, for the witnels + 
of Jctus, and for the word of God. Here pride and ar- 
rogancy appears in a ſovereign power to take away the 
nx ural lives of men, that practiſed Godlineis, aud bore 
a witneſs for Teſus, and believed his word. 

It is obvious that the cauſe of this maſſacre, is this, 
that pride and the enmity of the carnal mind, which is of 


| the world, and not of the father, —ſee 1 John ii. 16. 


Therefore this diſpoſſion in man, doch hate God, and 
bis offspring, which :s the immortal ſpirit of man, the 
new man in Chrift Jeſus, which had not worſhipped the 
bealt, nenher his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their forcheads, or in their hand; which image and 
mark is vanity, and a lie, which is the rule the unbeliev- 
ing mind in man, trades and deals one with another by, 
in this world, being deceitful, &c. this wicked not only 
Uays the bodies of the ſaints, but ſeeks to deſtroy the 


character of the new man in Chriſt, who walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 


So theſe whoſe life is hid with Chriſt in God, and they 
lived 
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Jived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years, in a ate. 
of innocency, in the firſt diſpenſation. For altho' Chriſt 


was not revealed to their underſtanding at that time, yer 
they were then upheld by his reſurrection power, in a fig- 


urative happinets, which is reckoned here in this ſenſe, 


a tiving and reigning with Chriſt a thouſand years; and 


as Adam was the head and repreſentative of all his off= | 
ſpring, they being at this time included in him, were in 


paſſivity, yer when brought into perional exiſtence, from 
age to age, will ſhare equally in this figurative living 
and reigning with Chritt, a thouſand years, above ſaid, 
which did repreſent a being cunformed to the image of 
Chriſt. | 

So on the other hand, as by one man 1 entered into 
the world, and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, for chat all have ſinned, at in Adam all die; fo all 
his effspring were reckoned dead, and ſinners by his act, 
before they had a perſona! exiſtence, and was not capable 


of ſinning after the ſimilitude of Adams tranigreffion. 


Therefore | conclude that theſe unborn ages are the 


dead, that John mentions in verſe 5, - But the reſt of the 
” dead lived not again, until the thoufand years were fini- 
med, this is the firſt reſurrection. 


Now as areturretion is 2 living again, a riſing from 
death, fo this firſt reſurtection gave life to none, bur 
Adam and his progeny, that was dead, by reaſon of fin, 
for when the thouſand years were expired, then ſatan be- 
ing looſed out his priſon, did go out to deceive the na- 
tions of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to— 
gether to battle, in number as the fand of the fea : evil 
devices; as all che encinics of Chriſt's church, this is the 
man of fin, that mult be revealed, before the day of Chriſt 
could come, —ſee 2 Thefl. i. 3. Which J conclude 
was manifeſted in the ſecond diſpenſation, to the firſt age 


of the world, in kind, and ſubſtance, which was given io 


them by promiſe, chat the ſeed of the woman ſhall pruite 


the ſerpenes head ; this had the ſame effect in the mind of 
man, as Chriſt com: ing once in the end of the world, in 


the fourth and latt diſpenſation, to put away ſin by the 


{acrifice of himſelf. 
4; T hereſore 


— 
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Therefore the evidence of life in the mind of believ- 
ers, is the ſame in all ages, for God is no reſpecter ok 
perſons, but his ways are equal to all; and as this was 
the firſt time the goſpel trumpet was ſounded in Zion, it 
is the firſt reſurrection of life, which hath this effect, 
ver. 6, Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part ia the firſt 
reſurre&tion : on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power: 
but they ſhall be prieſts of Gd and of Chrift, and ſhall 
reign with him a thouſand years. But as the Apoſtle 
ſaich 2 Theſſ. ii. 1, 2, 3, as above, as it is a matter of 
the greateſt importance ;—he charged his brethren, to 
let no man deceive them by any means, concerning the 
diy of Chriſt's coming, either by prophecy or promiſe, 
or his perſonally appearing in his fi-ſh to make full proof 
of his reſuttection, power and life, that this cannot come 
except there come a falling away firſt, as there was in the 
mind of Adam and Eve, ſo by their practiſe, as is by the 
practiſe of all mankind, that man of fin is revealed: as 
above ſaid, which was Gog and Magog, being gathered 
to battle againſt the ſaints, | 

Now in this time of need was the firſt re ſurrect ion re- 
yealed by promiſe, as has been ſaid ; and as it ſaid, bleſ- 
ed and holy is he that hath part in the firff reſurrection. 
believe this he that is holy, is Chriſt the Lord, and his 
bride in him, that being immortal, eternally was bleſſed 
and holy, and is ſs now, and will be holy ftill.—So are 
without fault before the throne, for they never did wor- 
ſhip the beaſt, on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power. 

Now 1 ſhall return to the travel of Adam and Eve, 
who for forok God, and choſe the world and the luſts 
thereof that pull-th away, — 1 John ii. 17; for cheir God, 
and chiefeſt good, having damnation b<cauſe they have 
calt of? their fiyſt faith, for this reaſon they appear to be 
the angels which kept not taeir firſt eſtate, but left their 
own habitation he hath reſerved in everlaſting chains, 
under darkneſs uno the judgment of che great day, ſce 
Jude vi. 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

T conclude theſe angels are men in the fleſh, whoſe 
ninds are blinded by the God of this world, called the 
pirits of Devils, by which they are led captive to the 


| (54) 
law of fin and death, which men fall into by being drawn 
1} away by the dece:rful luſts of the fleſh, this man in 
character and pract ce, were before of vid ordained to 
this caademnation, thit is, to be conſumed with the fſoi- 
rit of his mouth, and Go. hill deſtroy with the  bright= 
neis of his coming; fo bang of this w.rld ſhall paſs a- 
[| way, as chaff and tubolc is e avay by the form 
and wind, — Job xxi. 18. And as darkneſs is conſumed 
by the light; fee 1 Joh) ii. 8. 2 Pet. ii. 1 Pet. 1 8, 
- Numd. xiv. 29. Jong vi 44 Luk? viii. 31. Rer. 
*. 2. Rev. xx. 20 Thus by the ſcriptures we find 
the beginning, the ſub{tince, the travel and the end of 
cde ſe ach and that they are of this world, and not of 
aneterne! exiſtence. Therefore jt is ſaid, Levi xxt. 9, 
And che dau hier of any prieſt if the profane herſelf, 
by playing the whore, the profaneth her faiher ; he 
Mall be bornt with fire. Th Eve did, being a daugh- 
ter of the prieſt of heaven, profane he: (ſelf by playing the 
whore, and forlaking God, and chuillng this world for 
her Gag, and defiling God's temple, by corrupting her 
Ways before | bim; ſhe hath profaned his character; the 
Y ſhall be burac with fire, for our God is a conſumeiag 
| fire, whoſe love will burn up and deltroy every enemy 
"m of Zion forever. 
1 Again, Adam being a figure of Chriſt was not deceiv- 
1 ed, but the woman, being a figure of the church, being 
2 xjeceived, was in the tranſgreſſion,— 1 Tim. . 14. 80 
19 Chrilt was ao: deceived, and was not in the renſgreſſion, 
cho he ſuffered for it, borne his bride the church, to 
whom ne was married, was made ſubject to vanity and 
did tranſgteſs, in this affinity he was her ſurety, as above 
fad, And Adam being in nature of the ſame conſtitu- 
tion with his wife, in this affinity he took the fruit of her 
and did eat of ir, and ſo fell under the curſe with her; 
and this their poiſon, like the poiſon of a ſerpent, like 
the deaf adder ſtoppech her ear; thus pride and unbelief 
10 poiſoned the mind, that they could not bear the voice 
of God in the d; ſpenſation of his providence, that doth 
manifeſt his eternal power and Godhead, ſo that they 
are without excuſe, who do not glorify him as God, and 
aro 
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are not thankful, as above ſaid ; ard as the man of fin by 


this practice is revealed, 

Here I ſhall anſwer my query in page 42, what I ſhall 
nnderſtand by this wicked and flethful ſervant, who was 
God's ſervant. Anſwer, 

Firſt, God made all things for himſelf, yea the wick- 
ed for the day of evil; his hand hath formed the crooks 
ed ſerpent, and as he formed the light, and created ihe 
darkneſs, and both are alike to him; ſo they are both 
his ſervants, and are neceſſary in his carrying en his 
previdential affairs in this world, who worketh all things 
after the counſel ef his own will. So when God: had 
created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was 
without form and void of light, becauſe of darkneſs that 
was upon the face of the deep; ſe all the created ele- 
ments was covered with darkneſs, and their natural con- 
ſtitutton is darkneſs, for there is no light in them, for 
darknefs is the lack of light, and as man was formed out 
of the elements, both body and ſoul, ſo alfo was the beaft, 
both have one breath, and that which befalleth the ſons 
of men, befalleth the beaſt, as dieth the one fo dieth the 
other, fo that the man hath no pre-eminence above 2 
beaſt, for all is vanity, all return to the duſt again, that 
they might lee that they themſelves are beaſts. Sce this 
at large in Eccle. iii. 18, 19, 20. Plalm lxxiii. 22. 
Pſa. x / ix. 12. 

By this we ſee that the earthy man is a beaſt, and like 
the beaſts that periſh, and knows nothing of himſelf but 
what he knows naturally as brute beafts. And as God 
ſaid all ſouls are mine, they are his own {ervants, and are 
at his diſpoſal. But as theſe things have been often re- 
peated in the above diſcourſe, 

Secondly.—l ſhall ſhow how God makes uſe of this 
machine man, as his ſet vant:, to whom he retributes re- 
wards or puniſhments in this world; that is, happineſs 
or miſery, according to their works. Now althv' God 
did form and conſtitute man as above ſaid, yet he did 
chuſe them in diſtinction from all the reſt of his crea- 
tures, and made them inteligible, and placed in them an 


immortal ſpirit, which is his offspring, for this "_ 
© 
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he calls them his peculiar treaſure and ſends his ſpirit to 
teach and guide them into all truth. So theſe that walk 


in the truth, whoſe fruits ate unto holineſs and the end 


eternal life, to them it is ſaid, well done good and faith. 


ful ſervants, enter into the joy of thy Lord, as mentioned 


before; this every man receives when he 1s lead by the 


ſpitit of truth and love, theſe are called, and choſen, and 


faithful, wko of Chriſt's fullneſs have received, and grace 
for grace, theſe righteous ones ſhall eat the fruit of their 


doings ; for theſe were born not of blood, nor of the will 


of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God, John 


13. 


Thirdly. Iwan anſwer the query direQtly. I under- 
ſtand the wicked and flothful ſervant, that is in one 


word, called our old man, that was crucified with Chriſt, 


which was cauſed by darkneſs, that bliuds the minds of 
the children of men, for this reaſon, they loft the light 
that lighteth every man, that cometh into the world; 
ſo being in darkneſs they walked after their own hearts 
luſt, which did conceive and bring forth ſia, and fin 
broug ht forth death. 


Now altho' fin of itſelf is neither ſubſtance nor. exif 


rence, yet being the unrighteous actions of God's ſer- 


vants, mankind, it hath this dire effect, which to the diſ- 
obedient muſt take place, as by what is ſaid, Mart, xxv. 
24 to the 31,doth plainly appear,by this wicked lervant's 
reply to his Lord, he came and ſaid, Lord 1 knew thee, 
that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou haſt not 


Town, &c. By this he accuſes kis Lord of being dif- 


honeſt and 1 in his demands, that upon his deliv- 
ering me vpon theſe terms his goods, to occupy till he 
come, and then require of me the full uſe of them, and 
all my labour and care in being faithful that nothing is 


loſt, and at the end of my ſtewardſhip, if one thing is 
i lacking he will charge me for the whole, for he will have 


all the glory, gain and praiſe to himſelf. So when 1 


; have ſpent all my time, and ſtrength in his ſervice, and 


been efflicted ever ſo much for his ſake; yet I have done 


no more than my duty, and am now an unprofitable ſer- 
vant, for 1 Have gained neicher riches, honour or praiſe 


10 


* 1 
wo myſelf. Therefore to obey my Lord, there is nd 


yy profit in it, for I ſee if do I mult then become a beg- 
d gar or die. 3 
'% As Iam a free agent of moral laws, to chuſe or re- 


ed ſule for myſelf, I am relolved what to do; fo by this 
he method, I {hall pleaſe my Lord, and accumulate to my= 
ad elf much riches honour and praiſe, for my own induſtry; 
1 reſolve thus, to take my Lord's talent he gave me 10 
ule for him, and as it is origigaliy his, L will own it ſtill, 
ilt and as I fear to truſt him with my ſtrength and labour, 
* Jeſt I ſhould be deceivrd at laſt, fo | hid his talent in the 
earthy mind and will give it him when he comes with- 
out damage, this is the wicked practice of the flothful ſer- 
vant ig every man who fay, Lo there thou haſt that is 
i, thine ; by this 1 conclude, that the knowledge this wick- 
ed ſervant had of God, was not ine knowledge ſpoken 
Tay of, John xvii. 3, which was eternal life, this life, this 
7 wicked ſervant, never had, nor could have, fo much as 
x the offer of, for God ordained him for deſtruction. 
* Therefore his belief and knowledge of God, is like 
| that of devils, ſee James ii. 19, laſt part, the Devils alto 
. believe and tremble; Sec Matt. viii. 29. Mark v. 6, 8. 
Acts xvi. 17. 2 Cor. vi. 14. B thele we fee that the 
hf. knowledge wicked men have of God, make them tremble 
for fear of torment, therefore the Devil is God's ſervant, 


v. or gh ren | 
4 Cariſt ſaid, I have cholen you twelve and one of you 
5 13 a Devil, in like manner Adam, Cain, Phar zoh, Nim- 
ce, 


rod, Haman and others, theſe were God's choſen fervant's 
ig and are types of wickednels, and are 25 traily Devils 23 
Judas was,both in practice & character, children of wrath 
he end herrs of bell, & is the fool that favs in bis heart, there 
nd i no God. This appeared to govern the mind of Jonah, 
altho' God choſe and employed him as his agent, and 


is ü n as | 
i | fſ:orhimro Nineveh to do a meſſage in his name, yt ors 
ig . anion 360: y arm 

\ve withſtanding he was God's own ſervant, and Knew that 


11680 had given his talent to him, and commanded him 
nd | to improve it faithfully ; but becaute his fooliſh hears 
was datkened, ſo through pride and wuareaſonable fear, 
fore he denied Gud and would none of him, being given up 
ziſe to his owa heart's luſt, walked in his owa counſel. So he 
to H at dle 
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aroſe to flee from the preſents of God, concluding him. 
ſelf ſufficient, and did know a more ſurt way to obtain 
happineſs, than wiſdom had pointed out, 

Therefore he paid the fare and went to go with all his 
evil devices to Tarſhiſh, from the preſence of the Lord, 
bur while he was taſt allcep in the fide of the ſhip, like 

« = Sampſon that fee! afleep on Delilah's knees, for this he 
loſt his eyes, — Judges xvi. 19. Prov. vii. 21, 23. 80 
Jonah by obſerving lying vanities, fortook his own mer— 
Cies, arid was awaked by a ſtorm of vengeance, and was 
caſt into hell, where he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ment, for there is no peace to the wicked; this is the 
reward of the wicked fervant that rules the mind of eve- 
ry man, that walks after the fleth, and is that Paul com- 
plained of, ſaying | ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and often leads me 
Captive to the law of fin and deach; fo he that is called 
and really is an unbeliever, and he that is called, and 
really is a believer, but at this time have caſt off their 
firft faith, having damnttion, being beguiled by the {ub- 
tility of the ferpent as Eve was, and lo their minds ſhould 
be corrupted from the fimplicity that is in Chriſt. So 
when Jelus aſked his diiciples ſaving whom do men ſay, 
that I che fon of man am, and they ſaid, ſome John the 
Baptiſt, ſome Elias, &c. He faith unte.them, but whom 
ſay ye that lam; and Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, 
thou art Chrilt the fon of the living God. And Jeſus 
aniwered and faid unto him, bleſſed art thou Simon Bar- 
Jona: for fieſh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my father which is in heaven. And 1 ſay allo unto 
thee, that thou art Peter, (that fignifies a ſtone or rock, 
meaning himielf) and upon this rock 1 will build my 
church, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
and [ will give unto thee, the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatfoever thou ſhalt bind on earth ſhall be 
bound in heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt loote on 
carth, hall be looſed in heaven. 

This rock was Chriſt, the ſure foundation of all happi- 

ness and power, that his church enjoys, aud is defended 

"nf by; iv that the gates of hell, chat is the evil devices of 

"ſt the 
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the unbelieving heart of man ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
becauſe light and truth, will drive away and cauſe dark- 
nels, pride and unbelief, and the eamity of the carnal 
mind, which is natural, that is firſt, to perith and pals 
away, and be no more farever, thus Chrift who hath the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and of hell and death, 
who by his wiſdom hath power to looſe, and bind, and 
ſhut and open, and none can hinder hun, for he hath the 


care of his father's ſtore houſes, where his trealure is both 


in heaven and earth, before him hell is naked, and deſ- 
truction hath no covering, and he bringeth back the cap- 
tive priſoner out of the priſon houſe, of death and hell, 
where the enemy darkneſs and unbelief had ſcattered and 


driven them, and ſlay the enemy. 


Then from that time forth began Jeſus to ſhew unto 
his diſciples, how that he mult go unto Jeruſalem, and 
ſuffer many things of the elders, and chief priefts, and the 
ſcribes, and he Killed, and be raiſed zgain the third day, 


| —which was the will, pleaſure and counlel of God, as 


the ſcripture ſaith, 

But notwithſtanding Peter knew Jeſus to be Chrift the 
ſon of the living God, and that by the revelation of the 
ſpirit of God, to whom Jeſus faid, bleſſed art thou; wen 
done good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the Joys 
of thy Lord. Yet how ſoon did Peter appear in the 
character of the wicked ſervant, having damnation be- 
cauſe he had caſt off his firſt faith having his mind dark» 
ened, through pride he wandered after the beaſt, and ex- 
alred himlelt above Jeſus, and with falſe zes and vain 
coalidence, in fleſhy paſſion of his mind. Then Peter 
took him, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, be it far from 
thee Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee. 

Thus Peter by fleſhly love, hatred, and envy, that ia 
of this world, and muft periſh, appeared to be the devil, 
that ſeeks to deſtroy God, and all his counſels, fo in 
practice was the wicked ſervant that hid his Lords talent, 
Therefore Jeſus turned, as I take it, from the ſpiritual 
and good ſervant, who had a right by heirſhip to the tal- 
ent, and of choice obeyed his Lord. And faid unto Pe- 


ter, the old natural corrupt unbelieving man, that was or- 
dained 
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Gained to this condemnation, that cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. Get thee behind me laran, thou art 
an of: nce o me: for thou favyureit not the things * 
be of God, but thofe that be of men. By this I think 1 

1s obvious, that not only in Peter, but in every nes 
there is the good ſervant and the wicked fervent, or elle 
why is the warfare, for every man, fo far as he believes 
the truth, he is a believer, and when he diſbelieves the 
truth, he is an unbeliever. 

80 to the unbeliever the Lord faith, thou wicked and 
ſlothful fervant, and deals with him according to his abil- 
ity, and the knowledge he ſaid he had of God, for altho*® 
God hath cauſed a light to appear to the underſtanding of 
every man that cometh into the world, that teaches them 
how they ought to behave to, and deal with their neigh- 
bours in this world, by which they to themſelves are eith- 
et juſtified or condemned. Vet as the natural man ean- 
nor receive, nor know the things of the ſpirit ef God, 
for in the fitth dwellerh no good thing, ſo this man nev- 

er did anv one thing, for Chrill's ſake in love to God, 

ad his neigh bour. Thus for want of affinity and un- 
ion with Chriſt in the divine nature, they ate not, as teck- 
oned in the earthy man neither in conſtitution or prac- 
tiſe, heirs of eternal life; but through pride exact alt 
their labour, and recommend their own works like the 
Phariſe, and think hard of God, that be doth not allo 
them a full reward for their own inherent righteoutneſs, 
'T hereiore they hide all the light and knowledge they 
have of God in their earthy mind, and make no tight vie 
ot their Lord's talent, this is the wicked lervant in alt 
Go#'s people ; that in the earthy mind had not, neither 
could recerye eternal life, for this reafon it is ſaid, — For 
Unto Every one that bath, hall be given, and he ſnall 
have abundance, This he 1s Chriſt, and all the fons of 
men in him, whoſe fruits ate unto holineſs and in the 
end eve rlaſting life, &c. 

But fram him that kath not ſhall be taken away, even 
that which he hath. By this we fee, the diviſion between 
the good and the wicked ſervant; the good lervant is 

he whoſe mind at this ume is kad by wr fpuu el God, 
LD 
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ps at humanely in God's likeneſs, and improves what 
God hath given in this world, glorifying God, and be- 
ing thankful, that with a delight without covetouſneſs, 
they feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, &c. But 
the ſame man in perſon at another time, let it be David, 
Jonah, Peter or Paul, or any of Adam's offspring, when 
their minds were lead by the ſpirit of this world, and Jive 
after the flcth, they by reaſon of covetouſneſs will not 
fzed the hungry, nor cloath the naked, &c. but will 


then commit adultery and murder, and deny God, and 


fink to hell. 

So in this practiſe they are the wicked ſervant, and at 
this time hide their Lore's talent ; for his ſervants ye are 
to whom you obey, —ſee Rom. vi. 16. This is the 
wicked fervant in every man, that doth not the truth, 
therefore God ſaith take from him even that which he 
hach; which is all the geod things God hath given him 
to enjoy in this world, &c. and as man in his beſt eſtate 
is altogether vanity, it ſaith at his death as in Ecele. ix. 
5, 6.—For the living knqw that they ſhall die, but the 
dead know not any thing, neither have they any more &a 
reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. Alſo, 
their love, and their hatred, and their envy is now peri- 
ſhed, neither kave they any more a portion forever in 
any tbing that is done under the fun, Then the judgment, 
and caſt the unprofitable fervant into outer darkneſs, 
(which is that from which it did originate,) there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, —lce Matt. viii. 12. Rev. 
xi. 8. This is the ſecond death. | 

Having faid thus much concerning the good and the 
wicked ſervants, I ſhall paſs it at this time, making theſe 
remarks, Rom, vii. mentioaing verſe 20, —Now if I do 
that | would not, it is no more [ (the fpiritual I) that 
doeth it, but fig that dwelleth in me, (that proceedeth 
from the old Beſhy man,) on the ether hand the ſame 
Paul faith 1 Cor. #v. 10, — But by the grace ff God I 
ain what I am: and his grace which was befowed upon 
me Was not in vain : but I laboured more abundantly 
than they all : yet not I, (the old man) but the grace of 
Gud that was with me. Zce Gal. ii. 20. 


Thus 


Thus I conclude, that the good ſervant, and the wick. 
ed ſervant, was manifeſted by the life and practiſe of the 
firſt generation, and will be the fame through all ages to 
the end of time. I think it is plain by what has been 
faid above, that the travel and progreſſion of the wicked 
ſervant, was the apparent cauſe of all unhappineſs and 
miſeries that befall the children of men, which did at firk 
cauſe our firſt parents to ſorlake God, and go a whore. 
ing after ſtrange Gods of their own making, for wiſdom 
being hid from cheir underſtanding, they wandered after 
che beaſt and his image. 

So by obſerving lying vanities, forſake their own mer. 
Cy, which mercies ate mentioned to the church of Epke. 
ſus ; Rev. i. 2, 3. Which mercies are their own in 
Chriſt, which they ſhall enjoy, who walk not after the 
Aeſh, but after the ſpirit of truth and light; but man 
having forſaken the true light which is life eternal, and 
taking darkneſs for light, how great is that darkness. 
So they fell into the myſterious lecret abſtruſity, even 
the depth of hell where no light is. Here the. mind of 
man is reſerved, under Garkneſs unto the judgment of 
the great day, when Cheiſt ſhall deliver them there from, 
&c. thus the myſtery of iniquity doth work in man, that 
cauſes them to wander after happineſs by their own 
works, having man's perſons in admiration becauſe of 
advantage, this makes them change the glory of the un- 


cortuptible God, into an image made like to corruptible 


man, beaſts, c. 
So they exchanged the truth of God into a lie and wor- 
ſhip, and ſerved the creature more than the Creator, who 
is bleſſed forever, Amen, This is myRery Babylon the 
great, for (6 the great whore hath e ſtiied herſelf, that fir- 
teth upon the minds of all men, that hy her fallacious 
flatility hath deceived the wile world, which John was 
carried away in the ſpirit, into the wilderneſs to fee, for 
no where elle can ſhne dwell; we have the account of her 
and her progreſs in Rev. xvii. 

T his was the ſame whore that deceived Eve, fo all the 
inhabitants was made drunk with the wine of her forni- 
cation, that is to worſhip idol Gods, for as man had — 

| eve 
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lieved in, and obeyed God, by his name God Almighty; 


in the time of their living in innocency, it was of neceſ- 
fity, that this enemy ſhould point out to them, ſome ob- 


ject for their God or Gods, that to them ſhould appear 


of greater power, and holinels and love, than that one 
eternal God was poſſeflor of, — ſce Gen. xiv. 19. 

So that whom they forſook as pride and arrogancy, 
was now the chiefeſt rulers in the mind of men, they choſe 
themſelves Gods, that was in their eſtimation above all 
that is called God, whoſe character is in 2 Thefl, fi. a- 
bove cited, This was a time of the greateſt darkneſs 
that I remember through the whole bible; as all man- 
kind was included in our firſt parents, ſo as one man, 
they were all, at this one time under this deluſion to be- 
lieve a lie. So I think it is fimilar to this in 2 Chron, 
xv. 3,— Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael Zath been without 
the true God, and without a teaching prieſt, and with- 
out law. And this followed, Ifa. /ix. 13, 14,—In tranf- 
grefling and lying againſt the Lord, and departing from 
our God, Conceiving and uttering from the heart words 
of falſhood, and judgment is turned away backwards, and 
juſtice ſtandeth afar off: for truth is fallen into the ſtreet 
and equity cannot enter. 

Thus now the heart of God's people, that was once 
called God's houſe of prayer for all people, is become a 
den of thieves, &c. for truth is fallen in their mind, that 
at this time their underſtanding being darkened, they 
were without the teaching the ſpirit of Chriſt, being 
aliens from the common wealth of Iſrael, and (trangers 
from the coverants of promiſe, having no hope, and with- 
out the love and knowledge of God in the world; be— 
cauſe theſe thieves, darkneſs, unbelief and enmity, that 
are before the revolution of Chriſt, hath taken the rule 
of government in God's temple, the heart of man: this 
was according to God's delign, that this ſcripture might 
be fulfilled, the creature was made ſubject ta vanity, &c. 
Yet altho' God conſtituted man to fin, for the manifeſta- 
tion of his own glory, he did not tempt him to fin by the 
influence of the divine ſpirit, ſor God,cannot be tempted of 
evil, neither tempteth he any man, — ſee James i. 13. 


But 


—.— 


But God as a fovereign had a right to give them up vn; 
to their own natural hearts luſt to be tempted, and enti. 
ced to ſin, which was the caſe, that the man of ſin be re. 
vealed, which was fulfilled, by what has been ſaid, and 
by what follows, according to the ſcriptures. 

This is evident that as ſoon as man had forſook thy 
God of peace, and was ruled by the dictates of their own 
fooliſh hearts, that the peace of ſociety was ruined, and 
the whole world fell into anarchy, So in the firſt age, 
when fin by one man entered into the world, then . peace 
was taken from che earth, for the ſcripture was as really 
fulfilled in the firſt age as it was in the laſt, according to 
God's defigns: 

Thus $0 iniquity did abound, the love of many 
waxed cold, forthe worſhiping idol Gods cauſes con- 
tention ; this cauſed Cain to flay his brother ;—and no 
ſooner had the children of Iſrael loſt ſight of Moſes their 
leader, but Aaron's advice was to the people, to bring to 
him their gold earrings, of it he made a molten calf; and 
they ſaid, theſe be thy God's O Ifrae), that broug aht thee 
vp out of the land of Egypt. Mark, thy God's, every 
Ohe had a God by bimtelf, and like himtelf. And As. 
kon built an altar before it, and by their own law pro- 
claimed a day to wor{kip their new Lord, calling it the 
feaſt of the Lord, and they aroſe early on the morrow,and 
offered buint offerings, and brought peace offerings, 
and the people {at down to eat and drink, and roſe up to 

lay. 

, Thus when a perſon or a people loſe fight of truth, 
and fet down and content themtelves with the law that 
is in their members, to be ruled and governed by it; 
they ſoon forget God's works, and wait not for his 
counſel, —Pſa. cvi. read the whole. So by the wicked 
devices of their own hearts, they forget Chriſt their ſavi- 
cur, and worſhip the work of their own hands; ſo they 
walk by ſight, and not by faith. Saying my repentance, 
end my forſaking my fins, and my loving and chuſing 
Chriſt, is the only cauſe of his chuſing me, for at this 
time, * not before he doth elect me, and write my name 
in the book of life of the Lamb; thefefore the Nur 
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fleſby paſſions are raiſed, in this deluſion, the longer 
and clearer are their evidences for happineſs, but if theſe 
paſſions fail, they loole ſight of their evidences there for, 
and begin to deſpair. 
el, 2 Cor. v. 7, — For we walk by faith, not by fight ; 
which faith was the faith of Chriſt, God's cleft, —Ifa. xlii. 
1. This faith was promiſed to them that was choſen and 
elected in Chriſt, in hope of eternal life, which God that 
cannot lie, promiſed before the world began, —ſee Titus 
5. 1, 2. Rom. ix. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. Rom. viii. 11. 
By theſe we find the bleſſedneſs that theſe elected ones 
do receive in believing in the truth as it is in Jeſus, that 
he was their ſaviour before the world began, which is the 
cauſe of their believing, that from this foundation they 
never can be moved or ſhaken, 

But on the other hand, when fin rſt entered into the 
world, it brought forth death; that the ſinner knowerh 
not when good cometh. This was the cale with Eph- 
raim, ſee Hoſea vii. 1, 8, — When 1 would have healed 
Iſrael, then the jaiquity of Ephraim was diſcovered, and 
the wickedneſs of Samafia: for they commit falſhood, 
and the thief cometh in, and the troops of robbers ſpoil- 
eih without, Ephraim; he hath mixed himſelf among 
the people, Ephraim is a cake not turned. 

This was the effect wien he offended in Baal, he died, 
and now they fin more and more, and have made them- 
ſelves molten images of their filver; and idols according 
to their own underſtandingzall of it the work of the crafts- 
men, they ſay of them, Let the men that lacrifice, Kiſs 
the calves, for this ſee Hoſ. xiii. 1, 2, The fiſt is 
When Ephraim ſpake trembling, he exalted himlelf in 
Urael, that is, fearing and obeying God's word, but as 
ſoon as he offended in Baal, by following through pride, 
the crafty imaginations of the wieked devices of their 
own hearts luſt, he died; as to a life of peace, A and cau- 
kd the men that worſhip idol Gods to kiſs the idol, that. 
is, to fellow ſnip and confidently affect the falſe ways of 
worſhiping the work of their own hands; So ſtrangers 
have devoured his ftrength, Vp is unbeliet) and he 
knoweth it not ;—and che pride of ilracl teſtifieth * 
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Bu: this is contrary to Paul's tra- 
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face. Therefore ſhall Iſrael and Ephraim fall in their 
iniquity : Judah alſo ſhall fall with them. So Ephraim 
is joined to idols, and God ſays, Let him alone, for 
I know you not, to be mine in this wicked practiſe. 
Therefore it appears to me, that what is compriſed to 
be comprehended, and is coritained in the whole ſcrip- 
ture of divine truth, was prefigurated by what was tranſ- 
acted in, and revealed to the firſt generation, and is ſimi- 
lar both to the prophetical and Apoſtolic age through 
time; for God the ſame God yeſterday, to day, and for- 
ever, and changes not, and man diſbelieved this; they 
died the ſame day from peare, and loft the enjoyment of 
all happineſs, and become ſervants to fin and death. 
So there was not one that did, or could do the leaſt thing 
that is good; for the imagination of their heart was evil 
and that continually ; ſo they walked in their own coun- 
fel. 

Therefore it is manifeſted by their werks, that they 
are haters of God and every good work. So fin in its 
conſtitution and practiſe and effects, is the ſame in all 
ages, and the wages of it is death; thus was the man of 
ſin revealed, the myſtery of iniquity, with ſigns and lying 
wonders. This was the {ame myſterious way of lying, 
that deceived Nebudchadnezzar, king of Babylon, that 

cauſed him to make a great and terrible image, which 
he ſetup in the province of Babylon, for it could net be 
ſet-up in any other province in all God's creation, and 
they that did not fall dowa and worſhip this image at the 
appointed time muſt be ſlain, — Daniel iii. | 

Thus I find the ſtated principle that the inhabitants of 

Babylon call religion, and are obliged to obey, is to wor- 

. ſhip idol Gods that are a vanity and alie. I could men- 
tion a great number of texts of ſcripture of this kind, 

but ſhall ornit them at preſent. I find the principles of Bab- 

ylon,& the ruleing authority &i practiſe, is one & the ſame, 

through the whole ſyſtem of truth; the firſt appearance 

of it was in Adam and Eve, when ſeduced by the devil to 

believe a lie, he taking them upon the pinicle of the tem- 
ple, ſhowing them all the glories of the world, and 
talſely promiſed to give all to them, if they would fall 
down 
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down and worſhip him, which falſe doctrine they believed 
and obeyed ; God having withdrawn his ſpirit from them 
they are paſt feeling, and are the wicked ſpoken of in 
PA. Ixxiii. 4, 5,—PFor there are no bands in their death, 
but their ſtrength is firm. They are not in trouble 43 
other men, neither are they plagued Ike ober men. 

| take them to be dead in treſpaſſes and fin ; now they 
are to themſelves alive without the law, for by the law 18 
the knowledge of fin, which now they are ignorant of ; 
ſo they know nothing but what they know naturally as 
bruce beaſts, May it not be ſaid, here is man forlaking 
of his God, who ſaid my ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man for that alſo is fleſh, Men being ſtupid and 
ſenſelels of their condition, and without remorſe for their 
ſins, they are ſtrong and firm in their ewn minds, work- 
ing all manner of wickedneſs yith greedineſs, and being 
without chaſtiſement ; in this character thev are called 
baſtards, and not ſons. Now I ſhall conſider the furcher 
affects of ſin and rebellion againſt God. 


VIRSE 7. 


Fn 


And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew. | 


that they were naked ; and they [ewed hg leaves — 
and made themſetves aprons. 

I think here appears a need of ſomething being done 
for their ſecurity, their eyes being opened, they knew 
they were naked. — Therefore at this time they ſought 
out many inventions, and God faith of them as he did of 
Ephraim, Hoſea iv. 17,—Ephraim is joined to idols: 
tet him alone. Let them walk in their own counſel, for 
altho they ſee that they were naked, and fo expoſed to 
ruin, they ſee they had not a righteouſneſs adequate to. 
the law, and being now in the kingdom of darkneſs, did 
not, nor could not hear the counſel of God, for they re- 
jected God, who laid in Rev. iii. 18,—] counſel thee to. 
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayeſt be Joel: 
and that the ſhame of thy nakedneſi do not appear; and 
annoint thine eyes with eye ſalve that thou mayeſt ſees, 


And 
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And a3 they did not retain God in their thoughts, they 
were ignorant of the righteouſneſs of God, and went a- 
bout to. cftabliſh a righteouſneſs of their ewn ; fee Prov. 
6. 7,—Fools deſpiſe wiſdom and instruction. 6 

Here che great whore appears in this firſt age of the 
world, and made all nations and people drunk with the 
wine of her fornication, that all kings and rulers, judges 
and counſellors of the earth, bond and free, and all the 
inhabitants of the earth, wandered after the beaft, and fell 
down and worſhiped the beaſt and his image; thus did 
the power of fleſhly luſt prevail, and had captivated the 
minds of all God's p — 7 ; ſo that with zeal and undaunt- 
ed confidence, in themſelves and their idol Gods, they un- 
dertake to buiid a houſe for their religious worſhip, and 
erre& an alter that on it they mi ght offer ſacrifice to their 
Gods, for this work the crafts-men of Babvlon are em- 
ployed, for as this is the works of darkneſs, ſa none 
but thoſe that dwell in the kingdom of darkneſs, did ev- 
er undertake it. 
Now the crafts-men, and the counſellors, in the r 
place, adviſes to join in a ſociety, to ice if they can agree 
In the faſnion of this tabernacle, 
' Secondly. Out of this fociety to chuſe Church mem- 
bers, which muſt be ſuch as have the mark of the beafl in 
their right hand, and in their forchead, which have full 
Jiberty to act in every affair, | in the Kingdom of the dev- 
1],—Rev. x77. 16. 


7. bir diy. To chuſe a Church platform to be govern- 
ed by. 


1 


Fourthly. To chuſe religious principles and ordinan- 


ces. 


Fifthly, To chuſe teachers and deacons. - 
Sixtbly, The rule and ditcipline of the church, 


Sevenibſy, By what means this church mall be up» 


held and maintained. 

ft. By the advice of the crafis men, and counſel. 

lors, to gather into a ſociety, which was unanimouſly 

agreed to, for all had ſinned and come {Fort of the glo- 
ry of God, 2)! naked and guilty before God, and fo all 

are equally condemned; 28 is fer forth in Rota. tf. 


- Cor. 
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a Cor. iv. 3, 4.— If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are loſt. In whom the God of this world hath blind- 
ed the minds of them which believe not, and as all are 
included | in unbelief, being left to their own Juſt, walk 
in their own counſel; and in order to build a bouſe to 
ſuit the conſtitution of the mind of the children of this 
world, which was darkneſs, ignorance, vanity, and a lie; 
the forndidich of it, was unbelief, and the faſhion of this 
houſe or tabernacle is the faſhion of this world, that paſ- 
ſeth away.—Here they take darkneis for light, and light 
for aarkneſs, 

2dly. Out of this fociety chooſe church members, as 
they call them. Theſe are choſe by their charWer, they 
muſt be ſuch, as truth ealls unbelievers, that deny the 
father and the fon, and are blaſphemers againſt the holy 
ghoſt ; yet being deceived they are profeſſors of God 
and religion, they are every one an hypocrite, and an 
evil doer, and every mouth ſpeaketh folly, —Ifa. ix. 17. 
But the hypocrite in heart heap up wrath, —Job æxxvi. 


13. Their character is ſet forth in Matt. xxiif, Theſe 
being wholly given up to idolatry, whoſe minds are 


blinded by the God of this world, left the light of the 
glorious geſpel of Chriſt who is the image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them. Thus God left his people to hardneſs 
of heart, and blindneſs of mind; ſee Jere. ix. 2,—Oh 
that I had in the wilderneſs a lodging place of way-far- 
ing men, that I might leave my people, and go from 
them: for they be all adulterers, an aſſembly of treach- 
Erous men. 

zdly. To chute a church platform to be governed 
by, 1. Unbelief, to diſb:heve God's character and his 
traths. 2. To believe a lie. 3. To chuſe Gods like 
themſelves, thele being falſe Gods, they place the name 
of the true and living God on them, 4. Darkneſs with- 


out any true fight. 5. Ignorance and deſpiſing true 
ſpiritual knowledge, and the faith of Chriſt. 6. To 


deſpite others, and juſtify themſelves. 7. That the grace 


of God in Chriſt is conditional to man. 8. That . — 
Juſtification, and eternal damnation depends on our im- 
proving, or not Improving, our excepting or not excep- 


ting 
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ting Chriſt, that is, our improving the Ry and tabents, 
that is given us in this world. 9. The wiſdom of this 
world to govern the mind. 10. Church officers, as el- 
ders and deacons. 11. Church ordinances, baptiſm, and | 
the Lord's ſupper. 12. The major ſhall rule che mi- 
nor. 

Achly. To chuſe religious principles and ordinances. 
1. They believe there is one God, that made all things. 
2. They believe that this Almighty God is above all 
Gods, or that is called God, and that he ought to be 
worſhiped as ſuch, and this name and honor they confer 
and giye to their idol Gods, - ſee 2 Theſſ. ii. 4, afore 


cited. They belieye the Bible containing the Old 


and New Teſtaments to be the word of God, and that 


man uaderſtands it by revelation, ſtudy and induſtry. 
4. They believe that the creature man was at firſt 82 


in the image of God, and aſter his likeneſs, holy and up- 


right; but being left o che freedom of his own will, his 
own luſt, and the ſubtility of the ſerpent the devil, he 
was ſeduced to tranſgreſs Fin law uf his God, by which 
he became obnoxious to condign puniſhment, and that 
eternally. 5. They believe chat God did fo love man 
that he had made, x 4p he ſent Jeſus Chriſt into.the world, 
to die, ſuffer and pay the debt to divine juſtice for man, 
and has ſet him in a ftate of probation again, and has 
made him a free agent of moral law, or cardinal virtues, 
prudence, Juſtice, temporance and fortitude ; that upon 
condition man liyes a holy life, repents of his fins, and 
returns therefrom to God, and loves God with all the 
heart, and belit ves on Jeſus Chriſt, and thus holds out 
to the end of his life, which he may do if he will; then 
God will forgive him, and love him, and be reconciled. 
to him again, and will eternally love him through Chriſt, 
which is the reward of their god works, &c. | 

So by the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, and their fortitude, 
their will being bowed to God's wil}, they are born 


again, and that work efteRually wrought in them, by | 


which they ſhall be eternally juſtified through Chriſt, but 
without this work being wrought in them they muſt be 
eternally damned. 6. They believe, that ſiace man 13 

io, 
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fo liable to Fail in keeping the commands of God, mat l 


js a duty of all chriſtians to believe in doubts and fears 
of their conſtancy in living in faith and good works, and 
then God's covenant promiſes made upon theſe condi- 
tions, mult fail alſo and the creature be eternally ruined 
at Jaſt, and puniſhed, 7. They believe that at the gen» 
eral e the day of judgment, all the world of 
mankind ſhall ariſe and come to judgment, and every 
one ſhall receive according to the deeds done in kis bo- 
dy, and they that have done goed as above deſcribed, un- 
to the reſurrection of life, and all them that have not, 
but have done evil unto the reſurtection of damnation, 
8. They believe, for any to ſay and teach that all Ad- 
am's Fore was made alive in Chriſt, and ſaved who 
hath called with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
which was given to us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world 
began; ſee 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 Tim. i. 4—Who will have 


all men to be faved and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth; or as it is faid in Acts xvii. 31, the laſt part 3 
thus whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men in that 


he hath raiſed him from the dead. 
Thus to believe and teach as above, te be the only and 
abſolute cauſe of our eternal life and oe and 


Chriſt's riſing from the dead, our aſſurance of the ſame, 


excluſive of our repentance, faith and reformation, 
wrought in us by the help of the holy ſpirit, is a licen- 
tious doctrine, tends to give liberty to all people both 


old and young, to work all manner of abomination, wick-= 


edueſs, and ruin ſociety. 
5thly. To chute teachers and deacons, theſe were 


choſe and elected by the church and fociety, the major 


to rule the minor. 1. Theſe teachers muſt be taught 
and brought up in Babylon, at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the perfect manner of the law, and 


are zealous towards God, having a form of Godlineſs, 


but deny the power thereof. 2. By profeſſion, Phariſes 
the children of the bond woman, for which reaſon they 
exact all their labour, for with great ſums they purchaſe 
their freedom. 3. They teach for doctrine the com- 
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Mandments of men, loving the praiſe of men more than 
the praiſe of God, that they through pride love the up- 
permoſt room at feaſts, and the chief ſeats in the ſynna- 


gogues, and greeting in the markets, and to be called of 


men Rabbi; Rabbi, as hypocrites for a pretence make 


long prayers, and thank God that they are not like oth- 


er men, nor like the publican, and then proclaim theit 


on goodneſs, that they faſt twice a week, that they ate 


no extortioner, unjuſt adulturers, or even as this publi- 


can, theſe truſt in themſelves that they are righteous and 


deſpiſe others. 4. They are covetous and feed them- 


ſelves, and not the flock, theſe are not the true ſhepherds 


of the flock, but are thieves & robbers ; fee Joh. &. Iſa. Ii. 
10, 11.— His watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant, 
they are all dumb dogs, they canno: bark, ſleeping, ly- 
ing down, loving to ſlumber. Yea they are greedy 
dogs which cari never have enough, and they are ſhep- 


herds that cannot underſtand, they all look to their own 
way, every one for his gain from his quarter. They are 
teachers of lies, crying peace, peace, when the Lord ſays 
there is no peace, but ſudden deſtruction ;—ſee Heb. 11. 


18. 2 Theſſ. v. 3. 5. So muſt their deacens be ef the 
ſame principle. This people have heaped te themſelves 


teachers, having itching ears, for they will not endure 


ſound doftrine,—2 Tim. iv. 3. 
' Gthly, The rule and diſcipline of the church. 1. 


their own wiſdem, who are wiſe in their own eyes, and 


prudent in their own conceits ard call evil good, and 
good evil,that put darkneſs for light and light for dark- 
neſs, that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter; and 
meaſuring themſelves by themſelves, and comparing 
themſelves amongft theinſelves are not wile ; falſe accu- 
ſers of chriſtian brethren, the balances of deceit are in 
his hand, partiality and hypocriſy. 2. All that 
do not believe as the church believes, »nd meaſure and 
compare with them, and keep vp the high places cf idol- 
Itry, muſt be caſt out, and anathematized. 

7thly. By what authority this church ſhall be upheld 


and maintained, and defended, &c. 1. Altho' myſti- 


cal Babylon is ſo highly favoured, (as they call it) as to 
- build 
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built a church and agree in principles, in chuſing 25d 
ordaining elders and deacons ; the rule and diſcipline of 


the houſe, and in chuſing of their Gods, &e. Yer there 


appears a want of authority to ſupport and defend them 
from invaſions, and as they have denied and forſaking 
the king of kings and ghe Lord of Lords ;—Fecling 
themſelves naked, without a king and rulers; the advice 
!s, to chuſe ſuch as are agreed with them in faith and 
praiſe, in ordet to which it mult be Babylon politick ; 
fo the king is called king of Babylon. 2. As it is in the 
power of the people at large, to elect and chuſe them- 


ſel ves a king, and counſeſlors, and judges, and allo 4 
ſyſtem of laws to be ruled, geverned and protected by. 


3. That as all power reſides in the people, ſo they choſe 
them a king, a prince, counſellors and judges, and all 
officers of government, and invelted them with authori- 
ty, as legiſlative, executive or judicial, | 
4. This ſociety being the children of the great whore; 


the mother of harlots, and abominations of the earth; 


in this character they were ſerpents, a generation of vi- 
pers, and are baſtards and not ſons; the Lord faith of 
them; in 1 Sam. viii, 7, They have rejected me, that 
J ſhould not reign over them; And in Hoſea viii. 14. 


==[ſrael hath forgotten his maker. Hoſea ix. i), My 


God will caſt them away becavſe they did not hearken 
unto him, and they ſhall be wanderers among the nations. 


Thus wandering in the kingdom of the darknels of this 


world, Ifrae! catt off the thing that is good, the enemy 
ſhall purſue him. They have fer up kings, but nor by 
me; they have made princes;. and 1] knew it nbt,— Ho- 
{ca viii. 3, 4. 

| Thus as God had given them up to their own Juſt, 
they walked in their own counſel, In this ſenſe 1 think 
it is faid in Rev. xvii, 17, —For God hath put in their 
hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree and give there 


kingdom unto the beaſts, until the words of God ſhall 


be ktulfilled. | | 

I underſtand God's putting in their hearts to fulfill 
his will, ſignifies, that it was his will they ſhould agree 
a one man, and give their 
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here God ENT LI the ſtrivings of his ſpirit from therm, 
ag in Gen. vi. 3.— And the Lord ſaid. my ſpirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man, for that he alſo is fleſh. When 
man is given up to his luſts, he walks in his own coun- 
ſel, Which is to do every thing that is evil and beaſtly, 
which is oppoſed to love and humanity ; fo that their 
underſtanding, will and affect io, being darkened, al- 
—— from God and corrupted ; they have fold them- 
elves for nought, and have given up themſelves, their 
powers and faculties to obey the law of ſin that is in 
their members, working all untighteouſnels with greed- 
ineſs, hateing the truth, delighting in lies, &c. Thus 
they have given their lives in this world to the beaſt, 
which is the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life, which is the kingdom of the beaſt and ſatan; 


- which is 10 be until the word of God ſhall. be fulfilled, 


according to that word in 1 Peter iii. 18, —For Chriſt alſo, 


hath once ſuffered for ſins, the Juſt for the unjuſt, that he 


might bring us to God, being put to death in the fleſh, 
but quickened in the ſpirit. 
. Now when. this . had choſen their king and 


1 rulers, and ſettled their conſtitution which is oppoſed to 
ts all good and the feelings of humanity, the ſtatute law is, 


enmity, againſt, Gad, which Paul ſpeaks of in Rom. vii. 


203, — Bur I fee; another law in my members, warring a- 


gainſt the law of my mind ; and bringing me into cap - 
tivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 

This law is conſtituted in the fleſhly members of Ad- 
am's formed body, this is the firſt. man that is of the earth 
earthy, As is tne earthy, ſuch are they that are earthy, 
as natural, that is firſt, —1 Cor. xv. 34 I perceive by. 
this that Adam's natural fleſhly body had its appearance 


in this word before Chrift, and ſo was ſaid to be firft, 


and is born of the fleſh, which luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 
Gala. v. 17, and the ſpirit agaiaſt the fleſh: theſe being 


..-. contrary the one to the other, is the cauſe of the war; 
From whence comes wars and fighting amongſt you, come 
I they not hence even of your luſt, that war in your mem- 

bers, James iv. 1. This law being in the fleſh where. 


in dwelleth no good thing, it luſtech to envy, and wars 
againſt 
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sgainſt the ſoul, or life in this world, as its called in Rom. 
uiii. 7, — Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
&c. ſo it is the law of ſin and death, for it bringeth forth 
death. O04 36 1 Eero e 
Now this ſociety conſiſting of all the nations and fam» 
ilies of the earth, they being incorporated into a king- 
dom, and crowned their king, and eſtabliſhed all their 
officers by their authority, and had given their kingdom 
unto the beaſt ; theſe have one mind and ſhall give their 

ower and ſtrength unto the beaſt, —Rev. xvii. 17, 13. 
{Rr this to be the travel of the ſons of men ia 
thoughts, words and actions in this life, while they live 
in unbelief, whoſe ininds are led captive by their luſts, 


to ſerve ſin and latan, and to exert all the power and 
ſtrength God hath given them, to murder the ſaints, 


blaſpheme God, and the Lamb, and the temple of God; 
{peaking and practiſing every thing that is evil, and 


tends to their own deſtruction, yet think their ſtrength 


is firm. | | 
This kingdom being the kingdom of darkneſs, the 
prince of the power of the air is the ruler ; the ſpirit that 
vow rules in the hearts of the children of difobedience, 
which had a beginning, and muſt have an end. So 
that the reign of this dragon, that old ſerpent which is 
the devil, and fatan that was bound a thouſand years, 
will be but a little ſeaſon ; for the conſtitution of this 


prince, and the laws of his kingdom are of this world, 


and cannot be eternal, therefore the Lord will deſtroy 
this wicked kingdom with all that appertains to it, with 
the ſpirit of his mouth and the brightneſs of his coming. 

Thus we find that myſtical Babyloa and politic Bad- 
ylon agree in one both in conſtitution and laws, and that 
myitical Babylon depends wholly on, and is fupported 
and defended by Babylon politic; and as the theology 


and all the religious privileges {az they call them) of 


this Babylonian nation is maintained and defended by 
the laws of that nation, plainly ſhows that myſtical Bab- 
ylon and politic Babylon are in affinity, as two kings in 
vital union, and depends on each other for exiſtance, for 


i ona of them be overcome, it deftroved che other; alſo, 
and 
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and as their conſtitution ſpirit and diſpoſition is one, f 


their power and practice is one alſo, and both ſhall be 


ſlain at the time appointed; ſee Dan. xs. 27, — And both 


of theſe kings hearts ſhall be to do miſchief, and they 
ſhall ſpeak 1 at one table, but it ſhall not proſper: for 
vet Ne end ſhall be at he time appointed. Theſe two 
kings 1 take to be the beaſt and the falſe prophet, men- 
tioned! in Rev. xix. 20, - And the beaſt was taken, and 


with him the falſe prophet, that wrought miracles be- 
85 fore him, with which he deceived them that had reeeiv- 
ed the mark of the beaſt, and them that worſhipped his 


image. Theſe both were caſt alive into the lake of fire 


| burning with brimſtone. 
Now this deceived ſociet“, having thus according to 


their own counſel and che evil devices of their wicked 
hearts, fer up and vainly eftabliſbed their kingdom, with 


all their rules and authority of government, both religious 


and legiſlative, they begin their practiſe, which I think 


is clearly manifeſted by the practiſe of our firſt parents, 


in that aforecited text, Gen. iii. 7. - And the eyes of then 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 


and they lewed ig: -leaves together, and made themtelves 


aprons, 


No their eyes being opened, they faw that they had 
ciſobeyed their God, and had loſt their law righteouſnels, 


their hearts condemaed them, and not having the know- 


ledge of Chriſt's . 'ghteoulnels, they were naked, and felr. 
themſelves expoſed 10 all the curies and penalties of the 


law, Which is oth ; they now being dead in weſpaſſes 


and fins, they denied, rejected, and did torſake God their 
maker and rightful owner and king, and ſuppoſed God 
had forſiking them, and denied their being his offspring; 


which was the work of che crafts: men ard the falle pro- 
Phet ; their bealily luſt, theſe two kings Ipeak lies at 
one table, which is the table of. devils, here in ihe minds 


of our firtt patents; Babylon made its firſt appearance 
ja the world as has been above deſcribed. 


They are loſt to themielves, ia this ſenſe God was to 


them in the thick daiknels, and they thought God 
Was like Hemel. lobe LY change, tacretore they 


| have 
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have changed their God, and have choſen Gods like them⸗ 
ſelves, and ſacrifice unto their net, and burn incenſe un- 


to their drag; fee Hab. i. 15, 16, 17. Dan. iv. 17. 
Dan. i. 13. Prov. i. 31, 32. 

bus the dragon, whoſe law is as ſacred and abſolute 
as his power, which continues but for a little ſeaſon, for 
his reign is ſhore ; and as this carnal mind is enmity 
againſt God, it is full of the names of blai!phemy againſt 
God, — ſee Rev. xiti, In this chapter we find the dra- 
gon, that had received a deadly wound in one of his 
neads, as it were wounded to death, and his deadly wound 
was healed, and all the world wandered after the beaſt, 
| and by his great authority and (ſeeming) power, and 
lieing wonders; 2 Cor. xi. 14,—And no marvel, for ſa- 
tan himſelf is transformed into an angel of light. By 


which he ſed uced our firft parents to worſhip the dragon, 


who opened his mouth in blaſphemiag againſt God, to 
blaſpheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven; and it was given unto him, (or he was 
let or ſuffered) to make war with the ſaints, and to over- 
come them, and killed thein. 

So that they were dead to every thing relating to God, 
or his honor or humanity, the imagination of the thought 
of their heart was only evil continually. Ifa. lix. 13, 
14,—In tranſgreffiog and lying againſt the Lord, and 
departing away from our God, ſpeaking oppreſſion and 
revolt; conceiving and uttering from the heart words of 
talſhood, And judgment is turned away backward, and 
juſtice ſtandeth afar off : for truth is fallen in the ſtreer, 
and equity cannot enter, 

Thus the carnal mind by the power of the loſt of the 
fleſh, and the pride of life, they ſaid, We have made a 
covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement, 
when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall pats through, it ſhall 
not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under fallehood have we hid ourſelves,— I ſa. xxviii. 
15. And now by the falſe flattering promiſes of the 
beaſt, and the falſe prophet, promiſing them peace, life, 
and protection, they with great zeal, and undaunted 

courage, Without fear, go abbut to eſtabliſh a 8 
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neſs of their own, by offering ſacrifices upon the alter, 
that che king of Babylon had built, which if they did 
according as the king had commanded, and at the ap- 
pointed tines, they ſhuuld live, but if not they ſhall be 
F 
This I take to be what is meant by their ſewing fig- 
leaves together, to make themſelves aprons, which ſig- 
nifies all their religious ſervices of every kind. So hav- 
ing vainly {ſuppoſed that they had hid and ſecured them- 
ſelves, by making lies their refuge, and truſting to falſ- 
hood to fave themſelves from the wrath to come, &c, 
Hereby they made themſelves ſtrong againſt God, and 
faid, who is the Lord that we ſhould ſerve him: for they 
had ſacrificed to their Gods which they had made, all 
Vas the work of che, crafts- men, they fay of them, Let 
the man that ſacrifice kiſs the calves. Ya 
Thus being in ſull, fellowſhip and affinity with the 
great whore, the bead, and the falſe prophet, and their 
curſed murderovs practiſes, which practiſe proceeds from 
the natural conſtitution of the earchy elementary man, 
which is prone to evil, as the ſparks are to go upwards ; 
in it there is no propenſity to do good, therefore cannot 
know the things of the ſpirit of God, as the Apoſtle faith, 
1 Cor. ii. 14, — But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſnneſs unto 
him, neither can he know them becauſe they. age ſpiritual- 
I; diſcerned. Eccle. viii. 5, - Whoſo keepeth the com- 
maandments ſhall feel no evil thing: and a wiſe man's 
heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. 

Here we have the abſolute difference between the ſpi- 
ritual and the natural man, and as the natural or earnal 
man or mind, is eamity againſt God, it is not ſubjected 
to his law, neither indeed can be; therefore it is the en- 

emy and adverſary the Lord ſays he will deſtroy, that 
never hall enter into his reft ; for there is a great gulph 
fixed, that the wicked cannot be made good, nor enjoy a 
good; neither can that which is good, be changed to that f. 
Wich is evil; for what concord hath Chriſt with Belial, 2 
or what part hath be that believeth with an infidel ; g 
therefore it is Aid Pla. J. 22,» Now consider this, IF 
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that forget God, left I tear you in pieces, and here » 
none to deliver. 

This was the caſe of our firſt parents, they forgot 
| God, for which cauſe, he ſent them ſtrong deluſions to 
? believe a lie, that they all might be damned, who believe 

not the truth, but had 5 in unrighteouſheſs. Thus 
iey and all their progeny were included under ſip, and _ | 
damned, which I think is plainly underſtood by their = 
. being drawn away With their own Juſt and enticed; ta 


Ld — 


lock on their fading vanities and faiſly called their "beſt 
» | good, which. are of this world, and muſt periſh, t Il they 
. were transformed in their minds, and were in bondage 
1 I under the elements of this world, and becoming the ſer- 
; | vents of ſin and ſatan; in this ſenſe they were children 
1 of wrath and heirs of hell; and thus being led captive _ " 
e by their luſts, they were the ſubjects of the king of Bab- | 
yon to whom they had given their Kingdom, who had | 
e the full power to chuſe their theology, and the time, and 
r | place, and the manner of their worſhip, and the penalty 
1) of not obeying his commands, and worſhiping his Gods, 


» | which is death; which is fully ſer forth in Dan. iii. afore - ; | 
4 cited. | 
t So they being deceived, wandering aſter the heaſt, b 


» | holding his glory, and pretended power and 2 
e | ſaying who is like unto the beaſt ? Who is able to make 
o | war with him? Rev. xiii. 4. That through arrogancy 
aud pride, ſay with Lucifer, I will aſcend above the 
= heights of the clouds, I will be like the moſt high, —Iſa. 
s || xiv. 14. This is the man of fin, that has before been 
mentioned, that fits in the temple of God, that is the 
- | heart of man, that exalteth himfelf above all that is cal- 
al. led God, and demands the worſhip and honour that is 
only due to God, our ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, this is myſte- 
ty Babylon, the old ſerpent, the devil and ſatan, the 
at || beaſt and dragon, the falſe prophet, &c. (as metaphors.) 
h So Babylon politick being of the ſame conſtitution 
y | and principle, it promiſes to maintain and defend. the 
at | fame by the arm of fleſh and carnal. weapons, by wary 
l, and fighting which comes of their luſts; and is the wide 


13 gate, and the broad road that leads to deſtruftion, and. 
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| mary there be (or all) har go in OTE tet for all have flo- 


ned and come ſhort of the glory of God; who are drunk 


With the wine of the cup of the great ore, that has lo 
ftvpified their minds, they are loſt in their undetſtand- 
jags that they no not what they do, nor when good com- 
eth; theſe are the wicked that have no reſt, but like the 


troubled lea caſt up mire and dirt, that have no peace. 
Therefore they are in bondage, in priton, in captivity, 


and have diged deep into hell, ſleeping in their fins, and 
id the graves of their tranſgreſſions, rejoicing in their 
wickedneſs, which is but for a moment, having flain the 


ſaints, concluding they have got the victory, they hav- 


ing overcome and killed the ſaints, and their dead bo- 


dies ſhall lie in the ſtreet of ile great city, which ſpiritu- 
ally is called Sodom and Egypt, where allo our Lord 


Was crucified: 


| underſtand this to be the denyirig of Chriſt in his 
members, the ſame as the crucifing Chriſt in perſon ; 
thus the two olive trees and the two candleſticks ſtand- 
ing before the God of the earth, are laid to be overcome 
and ki led, (or in filence) in the time of the beaft's reign ; 
and they of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, and 


nations, ſhall ſee their dead bodies three days and an 


balf, and ſhall not ſuffer their dead bodies to be put in- 
io graves, 

And they that dwell upon hs earth ſhall rejoice over 
Enz and make them merry, and ſhall ſends gifts one 
to another, becauſe theſe two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the earth. 

Theſe two prophets is the teſtimony of woll ;ultice, 
Jove, peace, &c. for the teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpiric 


of prophecy.— Rev. xix. 10, laſt part. Theſe princes 


refrained talking in the minds of them that dwell on 
earth, by which they were tormented, in the beginning 


of the dragons war in the firſt age of the world, until 


they did by wandering after the beaſt and his image, and 
beholding the miracles he wrought before them, by 
which they were deceived ; for he appeared to them as an 
angel of light; therefore it is no great thing if his min- 
Wters alſo be transformed as the miniſter of * 

nel, 
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neſs, whoſe end ſhall be according to their works. 


Cor. xi. 15. 


Theſe are the teachers of lies, that they that dwell on 
earth believed, by which means they ſinned as with 2 
cart rope, adding drunkenneſs to thirſt,” *rill they had by 
the carnal mind, the law of enmity, rejected God and his 
eternal power and Godhead, and every appearance of 
good, whereby he makes himſelt k hown. So they are 


become to every good work reprobate, thus having no 


band in their death; they confer the honor, dignity and 
praiſe, that is due to God, to their idol Gods. 

Then by and under this falſe deſpotical power of 
darkneſs, they went on to work out, and eſtabliſh a 
righteouſneſs of their own, on which hos depended for 
. and eternal liſe, and all national privileges, 
&c. they having the mark of the beaſt. This makes 


them ſay in their hearts, I fit as a queen, and am no 


widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. Which prompts them 
to rejoice with ſcorn and envy over Chriſt, and all God's 

captivated Zion, that the dragon had ſlain, and being 
merry ſent gifts one to another, becauſe of the two 1 20 

hets. 

1 We ſee the ſame viperous ſpirit in Luke ill. 35.— 
And the people ſtood beholding, and the rulers alſo with 
them, derided him, ſaying he laved others, let him ſave 
hicaſelf, if he be the Chriſt, the choſen of God. Pla. 


Xxii. 13,.— They gaped upon me with their mouth, as a 


raving and roaring lion. The ſame in a typical ſenſe, 
ſee Judges xvi. 24, 25,—And when the people ſaw him 
they prailed their God: for they ſaid, our God hath de- 
Iivered into our hands our enemy, & che deſtroyer of our 


country which ſlew many of us. (This madethem merry.) 


And it came to paſs wken their hearts were merry, thac 
they ſaid, call for Samlon, that he may make us ſport, 
and they called for Samſon out of the priſon-houſe, and 
he made them ſport, and they ſet him between the pil- 
lars. 

Thus they went on blindfo!d in their ignorance, not 
knowing that the dead were there, and them of the ſame 
guelks ate in the depth of hell. Blaſpheming + againſt 

n 1 


God A 


e. 35 _ 
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Bod and the Lamb, and his tabernacle, 2nd them that 
dwelt in heaven, this is the beaſt, the falſe propher, the 
man of ſia, the fon of perdition, the zdverſary, that have 
blaſphemed againſt the holy ghoſt, and hath never for- 
giveneſs, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 

This was the condition our firſt parents had fallen in- 
to, by being drawn away by their owa luſts and inticed, 


which brought forth fin, and {in being finiſhed broughe 


forth death, and hell followed. So that in this prac- 
tiſe and charaQer, they ly:came enemies to God, bp 
wicked works in their minds, for this reaſon they hated 
the light, becauſe their deeds were evi}; this naturally 
led them io cover their tranlgreſſions, by their own 
righteouſneſs, and hid their iniquities in the boſom of 
falle hopes, which 16 the effects of their miraculous ex- 
periences, which they believe co be wrought 1 in them by 
the power of their Gods; fee Job xxxi. 33,—if I have 
covered my tranfereſſions as Adam, by hiding my ini— 
quity in my boſom. See alſo Pla. æxii. 13. Jobaxx. 9. 
20, 29. fer. 14. 3. Job xi. 14, 15. Pla. xt. 2. 

Thus they go on, covering themſelves but not with 
God's ſpirir, but have made lies their refuge, therefore 
they ſay unto God, Depart from us, for we deſite not the 
knowledge of thy ways, what is the Almighty that we 
ſhould ſerve him, and what profit ſhould we have if we 
pray vato him; and as all their prieſts teach lies, and 


. there mall be like people like prieſt. Thus if we ſhould 


tract the ſcriptures through, we find the deſcription of this 
generation of vipers to be a ſelfiſh, covetous, proud, 
blood-thirity ſect of hypocrites, boch in church and ſtate, 
their practiſe in their religious ſervices ſhow it; for al- 
tho* they worſhip idol Gods, and hate and rezeR the true. 
God, yet as co the modes of worſhip, and names of de- 
nomination, names by which they are called, there is 
diviſions and ſub-diviſions in plenty, and each ſect ſays I 
em right end you are wrong, therefore l am more holy 
than'thov, ſtand ye by. Here thev have made them» 
ſ=Ives a rule to meaſure others by, and if they equal with 
them in piineiple 2nd e ak they will receive 
hein into their communion, but if pot, they reject them, 

tor 
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for they have weighed them in their ſcale, and meaſured 
them by themſelves, and they are wanting, therefore 
they ſtand in doubt of them.—For tay they, when 
our eyes were opened, and we ſaw we were naked, be- 
eavſe we had diſobeyed the Lord and fell from our firſt 
eſtate, and left our own habitation, God appeared to be 
angry with us and hate us, by which we were expoſed te 
eternal ruin, this engaged us to ſeek out many inven- 
tions; fo that by the kelp of the crafts-men, and the 
teaching of the prophets, that revealed to us the way of 
life, and by our faith, repentance and reformation, and 
our hearty praying for pardon of our ſins, and coming vp 
& all the ordinances, and fincerely performing every 
good work, and the prieſt offering ſacrifices on our al- 
ter to God for. us, and the ſpirit of our God ſaactifying 
us throughout ſoul, ſpirit aud body; and thus being 
converted and born again, we love God with all cur 
hearts, and our neighbour as ourlelves ; on theſe two 
commandments hangs all the law and the prophets. 

This good work being wrought in us, by the mighty 
power of our Gods, in which practiſe we hope and de- 
hire to perſevere in, to the end of our lives, that we 
might be ſaved ; thus being made holy and righteous, 
we believe God loves us and hath choſea us, becauſe 
we love and have choſen him, therefore we are animated 
with great joy and confidence to lisg praifes to our God, 
who hath healed us, and hath given us this miraculagus 
victory and freedom of mind, that to long as we enjoy ity 
we feel happy; but if we lay down our waich and grow 
dull in our devotion and negle& our duty, our fears 
ariſe again and we loſe our evidences of ſalvation, and 
we tremble for fear, ill by faſting and prayer we bow 
down our head as a bulruſh, and afflict our foul and 
ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under vs, that with a fad 
countenance we may appear unto men to faſt, and make 
our voices to be heard on high, by theſe means our paſ- 
fions are agitated and we exact all our labour, and our 
ſtrength is firm, and our horn is ſtrong ;; ſa by the mer- 
cies of our Gods, and the promiſes made for and given 
10 us in our creed, We ate Enabled again e lay hold on 
eternal 
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eternal life. So by this experience we have gained . 


much ſtrength and confidence in the faith that we ate 
right, and all other ſects are wrong, therefore it is for 
this teaſon we war and fight againſt them, and herein we 
Promiſe our ſelves ſecurity, that when the overflowing 
ſcourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us. 

This ] believe to be in ſome mealure, the principle 
and practiſe of mankind, when they have rejected God 


and his counſel, and being given up to their own Juſts 


they walk in their own counſel that is wicked, ſo their 
ſacrifices are abomination unto the Lord, and their pray- 
er fin. | 

Thus did the myſtery of iniquity prevail in the minds 
of mankind in a metaphor, the waters where the whore 
ſiiteth are people, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues. 


Thus the wicked is driven away in his wickedneſs; 


ſee Prov. xiv. 32. Dan. iv. 31. Luke xii. 20. But the 
righteous hath hope in his death. This righteous 3 


Chriſt who did bear the iniquities of us all, and was driv- 


en away to taſte death for every man, to deliver them 
from death, he being the perfect and upright man whoſe 
end reſtored peace to all mankind, that the wicked and 
wickedneſs was no more in heaven. See Pſa. xxx vii. 37. 
Rev. xii. 8. | 
Now as all the people in the world univerſally have 
agreed, and choſen themſelves one univerſal king over 
them all, this king is tiled the prince of the power of 
the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſ- 
obedience... Ephe. ii. 2, 3. 2 Cor. iv. 3,4. Theſe be- 
ing of one ſpirit, having their converſation in the luſts of 
the fleſh, fulfiiling the defires of the fleſh and of the mind, 
by nature children of wrath ; the goſpel being hid from 
them they are loft, for the God of this world hath blind- 


ed the minds of them that believe not. So they as one 


agree to ccucify Chriſt and perlecute them that are born 
after the ſpirit, yet as they become populous they differ 
amongſt themſelves who ſhall be greateſt, for it is impol- 
ſible that two ſhould walk together in this brokd way 


and not differ, for it leads to deſtruction; by this luſt· 
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þul, ſeIfiſh diſpoſition, they become hateful, hating ones 
another. As I ſaid before, they went into diviſions and 
ſubdiviſions, each diviſion hath a theology of their own; 
different from the reſt, as to their modes and ways of wor- 
ſhip, but all of ene ſpirit and deſign, and all choſe earth- 
ly kings and laws of their own conſtitution ; to each di- 
viſion or party becomes a viſible kingdom, theſe are 
called the kingdoms of this world, being divided cannot 
ſtand, and now according to their cities fo are their Gods, 
aud this is the cry through the whole, this is mine, and 
that is thine. 

This made a univerſal war in all nations, and now 
they begin to build prifons and contrive inſtruments of 
cruelty and death, not confidering that they that lead 
into captivity ſhall go into captiyity, and they that take 
the ſword ſhall periſh with we ſword. Thus their reli- 
gious principles and the conſtitution of their national Jaws 
are of one ſpirit, that when they kill you they think they 
do God fervice ; thus they zealoufly put their tyranni- 
cal, curſed laws into proſecution, by hanging,whipping, 
ſawing alunder, impriſoning, and every thing that is 
eruel, without any regard to humanity, any further than 
to ſerve their own turn. This being their religious 
priaciple is now defended and upheld by the laws of 
their nation, ſo that this contentious, ſelfiſh, envious © 
diſpoſition has affected every family in every diviſion 
through the whole world, that a man's foes ſhall be 
they of his own houſehold, that mutual love and unity 
1m fam3lies are forgotten, and every brother will ſupplant; 
thus being led captive to the law of {in and death, they 
have fallen into hell and everlaſting deſtruction. Here 
Tthiok the fecond diſpenſation ended, and now the 
third diſpenſation takes place by the voice of Chriſt. 

Thus as | have tet forth ſo far the origin, pedigree, 
and nativity of that evil monſter fin, its nature, and 
travel in the world, how it hath deſtroyed the peace and 
Happinets of al] mankind, and plunged them into a ſtate 
of death and miſery, out of which they cannot deliver 
themſelves, having no ſtrength. 

2 Mall endeavor in the next place to ſhow how they * 
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tre extricated from this ſtate of death and miſery, by 


their ſurety and redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, the ſaviour of the 
world, who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, 
and call ſinners to repentance ; this brings me to con- 
ider the condition of the firſt generation further. 


Gixtsis ili. 8, 9. 


And they beard the voice of the Lord God walking ie 
the 4 ag in the cool of the day; and Adam and bis wiſe 
bid pf ar elves from the preſence of the Lord Gas among/s 
tbe trees "of tbe garden. 

And the Lord God called unts Adam and ſaid unto bim, 
where art thos, 


Although we have but a ſhort account of the travel of 
the fictt generation, and Gags dealing with, and to- 
wards them, yet I think it is ſo comprehenſive that it 


doth pre-figurare in kind the travel of all the generations 


of men, a and God's dealing with and towards them, to the 
end of time; thus the impartial patent of the univerſe, 
who hath made of one blood all the nations of men, for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determi- 


ned the times before appointed and tne bounds of their 


habitation; who hath wrought and done it, calling the 
generations from the beginning, 7, I the Lord the firſt, 
and with the laſt, I am he. See A&s xvii. 26. IIa. r 
& Ker; i. , 18. 

Now the voice of the Lord God, that they heard wal- 
King in the garden, was a token 1 his love and faith- 
fulneſs to his people, that had rebelied againſt him and 
was loſt, whom Chriſt came to feek and ſave; this 
proves thas God's love and union was the fame now, ta 


and with the children of men, as it was before they ſin- 


ned, for their life was hid with Chriſt in God, for God 
was not unreconciled to man, but man became unrecon- 
eiled to God, by wicked works in their minds. S0 as 
they ſtood in this wicked character, this voice was to 
them in the cool of the day, as a whirlwind, — lee Job 


ærxuiii. 1, 2; uhich was 10 FEprove he lor their abom- 
nations. 


Now 


Y 
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Now the two witneſſes truth and righteouſneſs which 
Nn the ſpirit of life from God entered into them, and they 
he © ftood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them 
it, MW which ſaw them, — Rev. xi. 11. See Mett. xxviii. 23 
n- 3, 4. Rev. xi. 13. Pa. Ixviii. 7, 8. Exod. xix. 16. 
Gal. iv. 25. Acts i. 10. Gen. xviii. 2. However ſur- 
priſing this voice may be to the bewildered captivated 
mind of the children of men, it is the voice of love and 
pity ; ſee Amos ix. to which all the prophets and apoſt- 


„ies agree, that it is the ſpirit of Chriſt to convince the | 
4 world of fin, righteouſneſs and judgment to come, &c. ö 
As this is the firſt book that was opened it is the law. 
- for by the law isthe knowledge of fin, that the firſt an- 

* 


gel ſounded: Rev. xx. 12. Rev. viii. 2. lia. viii. 1. 
Pla. lxxviii. 38. | 
of | This terrible voice made the ſinner call to the rocks 
o- | and the mountains to fall on them, and hide thera from 
it | him that fits on the throne, and from the face of the 
ns | Lamb, and when they were in this condemned condition, 
he || the Lord God called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, 
le, Where art thou; this call was fo powerful that Adam 
or could no longer hide himſelf from God's preſence, but 
11- | eame forth with this confeſſion, 


he VERSE 10. 


U And be ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden, and J 
a3 afraid, becauſe I was naked : and I bid my/elf. 


. Now Adam was condemned in his own heart; t 
h. | Joha iii. 20. Rom. ii. 15. 1 John v. 18. 
- VIXSI 11. 


to And be ſaid, who told thee that thon waſt naked? Hat 


N- | Zhou eaten of the tree whereef 1 commanded ihbee, that ibeu 
od | Geuldelt noi cat. 


n- T dis heart ſearching queſtion ſeemed to put Adam 

as into a contuſion, how Is ſhould anſwer. 

94 VERSE 12, ; | } 

n- ad ibe man d ibs womay whom tbou gere 10 - n 
Wil | 
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3 mt, He gave tne of the tree, and I did tet. 


Now as Adam was the progenitor of all men, ſo by 
"Ws offence all became ſinners, as they included in him, 


were in paſſivity ; he was the conſciouſneſs of the whole, 
S0 God's call to Adam in this ſenſe, was his call to all 


men; Prov. viii. 4. Unto you O men I call, and my 
voice is to the ſons of man; Pla. xlix. 1, 2. And as in 
Jer. xvii. 10,—And I the Lord ſearch the heart, I cry 
the reins,” even to give to every man according to his 
Ways, and according to the fruit of his doing. So God 


ſearched the heart and tried the reins of the firſt gener- 


ation, and they were all ſummoned to ariſe and come to 
judgment; for the judgment is now fer in the heart, 
and conſcience of man, where Chriſt fits to ſettle all the 
affairs of his father's kingdom. 

Thus the 1pirit of thie- Lord ſearches all hearts and 
minds of men, and Jeruſalem with candles, and puniſh 
the men that are ſettled on their lees; fee 1 Chron. xxviil. 
9. Zeph. i. 12. Obzdiah i. from 1 to 9. 1 Cor. #4, 10. 
Prov. xx. 27. This diſcovers to the underſtanding of 
the ſinner, that he is in a dangerous condition, and as 


light and truth condemn the ſelf-righteous phariſaical 


way of worſhip, and deſtroys their idol Gods, it makes 
the falſe prophet mad, and the nations ate angry. Now 
as Adam was the repreſentative of all men, fo the fin of 
all men was in him and manifeſted by his practiſe, which 
1 think appeared by his anſwer to God, ſaying by way 
of reflefting on him, The woman wtom thou gaveſt to 
be With me, the gave me of the tree and I did eat. Here 
in the firſt place, finding timfelf undone, and feeing no 
way to fave himſe}f, he ſeeks to excuſe himſelf, by falfly 
accuſing his God of being the means of his fall, thus, It 


thou had not given me the woman to be with me, in my 
boſom, in the neareſt affinity, whom 1 loved as myſelf, 


I ſhould not have eat of the tree; as in Job xxxi. 33.— 


Jt covered my tranigreſſioa as Adam, by biding my 


iaiquity in my boſom. 
And then ſecondly, the accuſer of fs appears in 


this, She gave me of the tree and 1 did eat, altho' he con- 


ſeſſes he did ſin; yet he ſought to la) the blame to God, 


aud 
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and his wife ; Prov. xix. 3,—The foolithnels of man 
perverteth his way, and his heart fretteth againſt the 
Lord, | | 
Altho' Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 


deceived was in the tranſgreſſion ; 1 Tim. ji, 14. Now 
if Adam had been deceived and in the tranſgreſſion, he 


could not been a figure of Chriſt, for Chriſt” was not de- 


cei ved, bot the Church was; & as Adam was in a marriage 
union with the woman, ſhe being of him they were one, & 
he her head and ſurety ; fo that all her debts, guilt and 
tranſgreſſions fell on him, for he took the fruit of her. 
So Chriſt being in a marriage union with the church, ſhe 
being of him, they are one, the churches head and ſurety, 
fo all her debts and guilt fell on him, and the Lord hath 


laid on him the iniquity of us all. 


Verst 13. 
And the Lord God ſaid unio the woman, what is this 


that bon haſt dene; and the woman Jaid, the ſerpent be- 
guiled me and [did eat. a 


The Lord God did not call unto the woman where art 
thou, as he did to Adam, but he demanded of her whac 
ſhe had done, the being a figure of the church and the 
mother of all living ; ſhe as a true penitent, without any 


excuſe confeſſes the fact, and ſaid the ſerpent beguiled 


me, and I did eat, 1 was tempted and drawn away of my 
own luſt and inticed ; then when luſt conceived it brought 
forth ſin, and fin when it was finiſhed brought forth 
death; this act of mine ruined all mankind, it bring the 
firſt born of death, it brought death upon all, and now I 
ſtand juftly eondemned and cannot anſwer juſtice one 
word: now the judgment being ſer, and wickedneſs was 
there, and as it was a place of righteouſnets, iniquity 
was there, and God ſhall judge the righteous and the 
wicked, for there is a time there for every purpoſe, and 
for every work, for God fhall bring every work into 


judgmeat, with every lecret thing, whether it be goed of 


whether it be evil, Eccle. xii. 14, Matt. xii. 33 to 39; 
1 Cor, iv. 5. Rom. i. 16. Acts xvit. 3, 31. 
Mark, altho' me women was deceived and in the 
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tranſgreſſion in the firſt place, which the man was not by 
action, yet they being ont in conſtitution and natural 
union, it was impoſſible but that he ſhould take of the 
Came fruit of her that ſhe eat, for God created them male 
and female, and bleſſed them, and called their name 
Adam, in the day they were created. Now they being 
one, they were equally under the law, and under the 
curſe, but as Adam was the head, and ſurety, and repre- 
jentative, the debt of the whole fell on him, as it is ſaid 
by one man fin entered into the world and fo death paſ- 
{ed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. 
No we know that what things ſoever the law faith, 
it ſaith to them that are under the law, that every mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the worid may become guilty 
before God, for ſo the Apoſtle reckons it; ſhowing that 
the profeſſing Jews, and the heathen unbelieving Gen- 
tiles to be but one family, and are called all the world 
that become guilty before God, as he ſaid, What thea 
are we better than they? No in no wiſe, for we have be- 
fore proved both Jews and Gentiles that they ate all un- 
der fin. So the creature man was made ſubject to van- 
ity and bondage, in that he was a partaker of fleſh and 
blood, for fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdem of 
God,—ſce Gen. v. 2. Rom. v. 12. Rom. 1. 19. 
Rom. ii. 9. Rom. viii. 20, Heb. ii. 14. 1 Cor. xv, 
ca. | 
So that living after the fleſh ſhall die, and being in 
the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. Now in this wicked prac- 
tiſe and character God ſaid, Ye are not my people, and 1 
will not be your God,—As Paul ſays, If we deny him, 
he alſo will deny us. But as it was neceſlary that the 
man of ſin ſhould be revealed before the coming of 
Chriſt ro his temple, that the ſcripture might be fulfilled, 
that thus it muſt be. 

Again ; I conſider that it was the ſame people, that 
was denied and diſowned of God, becauſe of wicked 
works, as above ſaid, that are laved according to the 
purpoſe of God, and grace given to them in Chriſt Je- 
fus before the world began, of whomir is ſaid, And it 
Mall come to pals in the ſame place where it was ſaid un- 
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to them, ye ere not my people, there it ſhall be ſaid” un- . 


to them, ye are the ſans of the living God; if we believe 


not, yet he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himſelf. So 
that man's fin and unbelief did not break God's eternal! 
union with man, which was purpoſed and ordered in the 
covenant of God's peace and ſure; in this covenant Ad- 
am is called the ſon of God, an heir of God, and à joint 


Reir with Chriſt; ſo being God's peculiar treaſure, he 


will not loſe one of them; in this character he never was 
neither could he be unreconciled to them, but in the 
character that they ſtand in, by wicked works, fulfilling 
the luſt of the fleſh and of the carnal mind ; this man 
was an enemy to, and at enmity with God, therefore 
God will not, ner cannot be reconciled to chem, but will 
deſtroy that wicked adverſary, for the proof of which 
lee 2 Tim. i. 9. Hof. i. 9, 10. 2 Tim. ii. 13. Ia. liv. 
10. 2 Sam, xxiii. 5, Luke iii. 33. Rom. viii. 17 
Pla. cxxXV. 4. Rom. viii. 7, 8. Heb. x. 27. 

[ underftand this to be the condition of the unconvert- 
ed, whom Chriſt came to ſer free, from the bondage they 
were under through fear of death. 

Now as Chriſt was the antitype, 1 Cor. xv. 45,—And 
fo it is written, the firſt man Adam was made a living 
foul, the laſt Adam was made a quickning (pirit, and as 
has been ſaid, being in a ſpiritual unien with the chil- 


dren, that did partake of fleſh and blood; he himſelf 


likewile took part of the ſame, &c. being born of a wo- 
man made under the law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the law, that we might receive the adoption of ſong, 


and being our ſurety was manifeſted in the ſecond diſ- 


penſation to the firſt generation by promiſe, which muſt 


be tulfilled, 


8 14, 15. 


Aud the Lord God ſeid unto the ſerpent, beceuſs thas. 
Soft done this thou att curſed above all cattle, and above 
every bealt of the feld, upen thy belly ſhalt iben go, and 
dus Galt thou eat all the days of iby life. 


ad I will put enmily bet weon thee aud lhe women, end 
between 
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the ſerpear, where art thou, or what is this that thou, 
haſt done, as he did to his two children that he loved, 


($2) . 


between thy heed and her ſeed ; it hall bruiſe thy bead, and 


tbou Malt bruije bis heal. 
Obſerve here that the Lord God did not enquire of 


for whom there was, expiat ion, for God ordained them to 
eternal life, But this man of ſin, the ſon of perdition, 


now being revealed, firſt by his practiſe; ſecondly by 
evidence, in the woman's confeſſion, as ſhe did appear 
before the judgment feat of Chriſt, which truth and 
righteovinels excepted, This adverſary, whoſe conſti- 
tution and principle is to deftroy the peace of fociety, 


and is the old man that is corrupt, andis the blaſphemer 
againſt the holy ghoſt, that never ſhall be forgiven, but 


1s in danger of eternal damnation, who is ordained to 
this coademnation, thus being rejected is nigh unto 


curſing, whoſe end is to be burned. Therefgge the Lord 
God faid unto him, Becavſe thou haſt dong is thou arg 
curſed above all cattle, and above every beate ; upon thy 
belly ſhalc thou go, as a conquered enemy, never to ſet 
as an unconcrouled prince in my temple again, as you 
have done in the little ſeaſon, fince you were looſed out 


of the bottomleſs pit, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days 


of thy life, wickednets ſhalt be thy food, for you will 


eat vp the ſins of my people as men eat bread, and as thy 


life is limited, there ſhall be an end of thee, thy name 


blotted out 5 under heaven, and diſſolved for ever; 


for when men die their love, and their hatred, and their 
envy is now periſhed, 


In the next Flag the Lord God manifeſts the abſolute 


difference there is between the ſerpent and the woman, 
and their ſeed ; 9 5 is, the true church of Cariltt that 
John law, Rev. &i. 2, —And I John ſaw the holy city, 
new Jerulalein, coming down trom God our of heaven, 
piepared as a bride for her huſband ; prepared before ſhe 


came into this earthy tabernacle, and the ſerpent's com- 


1 Tak Rev. xvii. 3, 4, 5, 6; that is of the fleſh, that the 
hand of the Lord formed, and alſo between the feed of 
the ſerpent and the ſecd of the woman, which ſhows 


their origin, he that oweth the. good ized is the fon of 


Man, 
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man, theſe are the children of the kingdom, but the tates 
are children of the wicked one, a generation of wipers, 
the enemy that ſowed them in a metaphor is the devil, 
meaning the deceitful luſt of the fleſh, by which the chil- 

. dren of the kingdom are brought into bondage, as under 
the elements of this world, &c, the children of the king» 
dom are born after the fpirit, whoſe fruits are unto holi- 
neſs apd the end eternal life, But the children of the 
wicked one are born after the fleſh and muſt periſh, theſe 
being contrary the one to the other, the Lord faid, 
And J will put enmity between them, that the diviſion 
might be plain in the minds of the children of men. 

Naw as the firſt generation and all mankind included 
in them, had corrupted their ways before God, the 
whole head is ſick, and the whole heart faint, none that 
did geod no not one, all as criminals at the bar, condem- 
ned by law and juſtice according to the two witnedles, 
truth and righteouſneſs, manifeſted in the firſt book, 
Rev. xx. 12. Rev. viii. 2. Iſa. viii. 1. | 

As they were condemned in their own conſciences, 
none could anſwer a word; this is ſimilar to the war, 
Rev. xii. 7, 8, 9, - And there was war in heaven, Mich- 
ael and his angels fought againſt the dragon, and the id 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; this 
war began in the fame heaven, the heart of man where 
the dragon began his war with the ſaints, when the ho- 
ly city was given to the Gentiles, to be trrodden by them 
under foot forty and two months, and the two witneſles 
prophecied a thouſand two hundred and three ſcore days 
cloathed in ſackcloth. This you may read at large, 
Rev. x4. at the beginning; 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. Rev. tit, 
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Now to ſpeak of this war as it appears in every partic= 
ular would be too lengthy, here therefore to be brief, 1 
ſhall ſay thus, that as che luſt of the fleſn being looſed, 
had power to intice and draw away the mind of man 
from every thing that is good or human, fo taking full 
poſſeſſion of the heart and all its facultics, is ſaid to fit in 
God's ſear and temple, and for a little ſeaſon reign as 
king, the effects of which is before mentioned. oF his 

| ing 


i „ 


© ra 


— 


I 


Being the firft time of Zion's being drawn away into eap- 
tivity, being inticed by the enemy's deceitful luſt,to whom 
God faid, Ifa. /yii. 11,—And of whom haſt thou been 
afraid or feared, that thou haſt lyed, and haſt net remem- 
bered me, nor laid it to thy heart, have not I held my 


EX” 


peace even of old, and thou feareſt me not. See Pſalm 
. 16 to the end. IIA. v. 15. Jere. xvii. 15. Iſa. lix. 1 3» 
| 14. IS. Rev. xx, 12. 

[ Thus : this condemned deſpairing condition did all 
= gations ſmall and great, being dead in fin ; ſo in hell, in 
3 the graves of their iniquities, in the duft of their earthy 
8 minds in unbelief, ſtand before God, and to receive eve- 
| ry one according to their works, whether they be good 
or evil. Now by the revelation of truth and juſtice, 
they are enlightened in their underſtanding, and their 
eonſciences accuſing them, as in Iſa. /ix. 9, 10, 11, 12; 
their ſins teſtifyv againſt them, for they know their ini- 
quity, See Holea. v. 5,—And the * of Iſrael doth 
teſtily to his face: ther fore ſhall Iſrael and Ephraim 
fall in their iniquity ; Jud alſo ſhall fall with them. 
They ate in deſolate placezs as dead men, (and as they 
believe not are damned.) 

This appeared in Cain when he had ſlain his brother, 
=" firſt he taid, | know not, am I my brother 's keeper. 
1 | Here he ſeems to hide himſelf with lies, but when truth 
4 and Juſtice ſp>ke home to his conſcieace, aad Gd ſaid, 
" Wait haſt thou done, the voice of thy brother's blood 
C erieth uata me from the ground. Now his confidence 


| is rooted out of his tabernacle, and ic brought him to the 
| King of terrors. And the firſt born of death ſhall devous 
| =. Drongth, Jab. viii. 13, 14. Iſa. xiii, 19. This 


made Cain cry out, having a fight and ſenſe of fin, my 
puniſhment is greater than ! 5 bear; ſo finding him- 
lielf under the curſe of the law, gave ſencence againft him- 
le, that he deſerved death, laid God had driven him out 
com all the comforts of life, and hid him in darknels, 
and every one that fiadeth me ſhall (lay me, and feared 
the wrath to come; for he ſaw no ſalvation for him. Sa 
by the book of the jaw and the ſound of the fiiſt trumpet. 

5 the knowicdge of fia. 
No 
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Now this is the condition of all mankind, for CoA 


Sath concluded them all in vnbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all ; for in the place of judgment wicked- 


neſs was there, which is the heatt of man, which God 
calls his holy mountain, his heuſe of prayer ſor ail peo- 

le; but is now made a den of thieves, and unclean and 
a birds, as appears by what proceedeth out of the 
heart, as evil thoughts, mvrthers, 2dulterers, &c. by 
which Zion is defiled and is in bondage. 

Now as the war in heaven, the mind or heart of man, 
was fought by Chriſt againſt the dragon, the luſt of the 
fleſh, altho' the enemy fought he prevailed not ; but the 
lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed, by his power 
and wiſdom, by the light of his fpirit, convincing them 
of their iniquities; ſo they fee their covenant and agree» 
ment with death and hell is diſannulled, and their refu- 


ges. of lies are {wept away; fee Iſa. xxviii. Therefore + 


their houſes was left unto them deſolate, and their city's 
without inhabitants, and all their fig- leaves righteouſ- 
neſs is as rottenneſs and vaniſhed away, like Ephraim's; 
ſo myſtical Babylon with all her ſelf-confidence, and 
boaſting in her own good works, is now of no value in 
point of juſtification for the hope 'of the hypocrite fhall 
periſh, and their idol Gods, falſe prophets and lying 
prieſts, and all the falſe religious principles, and the al- 
tar is fallen down. 

And ſo was Babylon politick and its tyrannical deſ- 
potical power deſtroyed, with all their wicked practi- 
les, as has been ſet forth in their travel above, for the 
great day of his wfath is come, and who ſhall be able to 
ſtand, for as all have ſinned, ſo all was guilty, and every 


mouth was ſtopped before Ged, that there was no inter- 


cefſer to plead the cavſe of God's people, as they ate na- 
ked, as in Ezek. xvi. 4,—And as for thy nativity in the 
day thou waſt born, thy navel was not cut, neither waſt 


thou waſhed in water, &c, This is God's voice to je- 


ruſalem, and is to be underſtood as in Joſh. xxiv. 2,—- 
And Joſhua ſaid unto all the people, thus ſaith the Lord 
God of Iſrael, your fathers dwelt on the other fide of the 


| God in old times, ven Terah the father of Abraham and 


the 
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he father of Nachos, ind, they ſerved other Code, This 
1 believe ſignifies the time of Adam's rranſgreſion, the 
nativity. of fin, which effected all the generation of men 
to the end of time, all in diſtreſs ; thus when they was 
polluted in their own blood, and none pitied them, and 
all their lovers had ebnen them, and did ſeek their 


lives. Now mercy ang peace pleads their caſe, for in 


the place of righteouſneſs, iniquity was there, and the 
Lord will judge the righteous and the wicked. 
Therefore the Lord ſaith, Iſa. xii. i, - For Zion's fake 
will I not hold my peace, and for Jeruſalem's fake will I 
not reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as bright- 
nels, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth, 
for the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year 
of my redeemed is come; and 1 looked and there was 
none to help, and I wondered that there was none to up- 
hold: therefore mine arm brought ſalvation unto me. 
and my fury it upheld me, Ifa. /xiii. 5, 6. In Ifa. ix. 


the laſt part of the 16 verſe, His righteouſnets it fuſtain- 


ed him; and in verſe 17 and 18, —For he put on right- 
couſneſs as a breaſt plate, and an helmet of ſalvation on 
his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for 
clothing, & was clad with zeal 2s a cloke, according to 
their deed, fo he will repay. fury to his adverſaries. 

Thus the Lord declares his love and pity to his rebel- 
nous children, and bate them, and carried them all the 
days of old. See Iſa. Ixiii 9. Ila. iv. 28. Jete. ix. 1, 
1 17, 38, 19. Jer. iv. 19, 20, 21 to the end. Jer. v. 

Jer. viii. 21, 22. Now as in Pſa. cii. 13 Thou 
wait ariſe and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to 
favour her, yea the fer time is come; the Lord haih 
come to his temple even the meſſenger of the covenant. 
— Mal. ifi. 1. And the judgment being ſet, and anoth- 
er book was opened, which is tbe book of life. By this 
book is manifeſted the eternal love and faithfulneſs of 
God to his people, in the ſecond diſpenſation by pro- 


| mile, ſaying to the firſt generation, The ſeed of the wo- 


man ſhall bruite the ſerpents head. 

And as every thing is beautiful in his ſeaſon, ſo in the 
ficſt age of the world when Zion was in bondage, accor- 
ding 
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ding 10 his counſel, God revealed Chriſt as a redeemer 


of his people; agreeable to Rev. viii. 3,—And another 
angel came and food before the altar, naving a golden 
cenſer, and there was given unto him much incenſe, that 
he ſhould offer it with the prayers of all ſaints upon the 
golden altar, which was before the throne, as in that 
before cited Mal. iii. 1; allo Rom. viii. 34. Heb. xiii; 10 
And as God's ways are all equal as an impartial King, 

he has ihe lame love and regard for the firſt generation 
as he has for the laſt, as he ſaid in Iſa. xli. 4, above ci- 


ted, who ſaid in Mal. tit. 6. —For I am the Lord, I 


change not therefore ye ions of Jacob are not conſu- 
med. 

Now as the covenant of peace was ordered and ſure, fo 
the order of the diſpenſatioas of God's. providence are 
ſure alſo. So it pleated him to manifeſt himſelf to our 
forefathers by the prophets, by metaphors, ſhadows, &c. 
which were a ſhadow of good things to cone, but the bo- 
dy is of Chriſt; Colo. ii. 17. Heb. ix. 8, 9, 10. So 
Chritt was revealed to the firſt age 28 a lamb Qain from 
the foundation of the world, whom God ſent in the ful- 
neſs of time, to fulfil his will, and finiſh his work; 
ice Gal. iv. 4. 

But I return to conſider God's ſtrange and wonderful 
work in Zion, whois a juſt God, and doth right in juſt- 
ifying the rizhteous and condemning the wicked, — 
Therefore he hath layed in Zion for a foundation, a 
ſtone, tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone, a fure foun- 
dation ; he that believeth ſhall not make haſte to ſcek 
after, not truſt to any other, for judgment alſo will 1 lay 
to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet, and the 
hail ſhall iweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
ſhall overflow the hiding place. By this rule all caſes 
are iried and decided in the court of heaven, as God 
weighed the mountains and hills, both of righteoufnels 
and ere in the great ſcale of his eternal wifdom 
and counicl. So that ia the balance of love, truth and 
righteouinels, every thing was as eternaily finiſhed and 
done according to kb purpoſe, and manifeſted in his 
time and due ſcaſon, which made it beautiful; a fall 

N balance 
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.balance-is.2bomination to the Lord, but a Joe weight 
45 his delight, — ſee Prov. xi. 1. — x vi. For 
this reaſon it is ſaid, Iſa. i. 27, 28,—Z1on ſhall be. re- 
deemed with judgment, and her converts with righteoul- 
nels. And the Feftruction of the tranſgreſſor and uf the 
finner ſhall-be together; and they that torlake the Lord 
Hall be conſuined. 

Therefore the righteous judge did, according to his 
eternal and abſolute decree, in the day of deciſion, make 
a juſt ſeparation between the righteous and the wicked, 
and the righteous were delivered every one found writ- 
ten in the book, and the wicked conſumed, as before 
faid, for the righteous being God's offspring ate of his 
divine nature; yet being, clothed with mortality, a houſe 
of clay, which is called the priſon houſe, this muſt be 
diſſolved and confumed, and all the elementary paſſions, 
as love, hatred and envy 134now periſhed forever, this is 
nigh unto curſing ; ; mark, Whoſe end is to be burned. 
So nothing that is wicked can exiſt eternally ; ſee Rev. 
xii. 11,—He that is unjuſt let him be vrjuſt ſtill, and 


he which is filthy, let him be filthy (till. This teaches 
me that the unjuſt and the filthy cannot be ſanctified or 


made clean; therefore we are to let, and confider this 
vnjuſt-filchy him, to be the lon of perdition, that is or- 
dained to this condemnation, loſe, and deſtruction. 

But on the other hand, And he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous ſtill, and he that is holy, let him be ho- 
ly till. This ceaches me that this him, that is righteous 
and holy, is the unchangeable God, ſo the immortal ſpi- 
rit of man or in man, is as eternally righteous and holy 
as God; ſo we are heirs of God, and being made in the 
image of God, the father, God the fon, and God the 
Holy Ghott, we in Chrit are joint heirs with him to 
E glory. 

So we now living by the faith of God, Chriſt living in 
us by his ſpirit, we walk in love in God's likeneſs, doing 
righteouſneſs, are righteous as he 1s righteous; theſe 
righteous works appear by our loving our neighbour as 
ourſelves, whoſe fruits are unto holineſs, and the end 
everlaliing life. | 

| Thus 
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Thus it appears, for this reaſon God ſent his ſon 23 
his agent into this world, to make the diviſion between 
the righteous and the wicked conipicuous to the minds of 
his church and people in this world, as he was in union 
with them in the divine nature, who was given as the 
new covenant to the people, for if the firſt covenant had 
been faulcleſs, then ſhould no place have been found for 
the ſecond ; Heb. vii. 8. John ſaw this, — Rev. æix. , 
10, 113 as theſe are the true fayings of God, made John 
fall at the feet of the meſſenger io worſhip him, but was 
forbidden, ſaying, Worſhip God, for the teſtimony of 
Jeſus is the ſpirit of prophecy, And I ſaw heaven open- 
ed, and behold a white horſe and he that ſat upon him 
was called faichful and true, and in be e ne doin 


Judge and make war. 


Thus Chriſt cke captain of our ſalvation as a man af 
war, whem God had made ſtrong for himſelf, having on 
his veſture and on his thigh a name written, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords; and being clothed with all 
the Godlike fortitude. So according to thee deeds he 
will repay fury to his adverſaries ; II. lix. and redeem 
Zion, which was the precious ſons of Zion, comparable 
to fine gold that is defiled with droſs, which mult be 


purged "off; ſo muſt Zion be purged from lin, for the. 


Lord lovech the gates of Zion, &c. he ſays it is his hab- 
itation and reſt forever; therefore he ſaith, Hearkea 
unto me ye ſtout hearted that are far from righteouſneſs, 
I bring near my righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far off, 


and my ſalvation ſhall not carry ; and I will place falva» 


tion in Zion for Iſrael my glory. 

So as Iſracl was God's glory, it muſt be delivered from 
Pharaoh's hard bondage in the land of Egypt, which 
was promiſed by Moles and the prophets : this being 

typical of the churches being delivered from the bondage 


of unbelief, fia and death, and brought into the liberty 


of the goſpel reſt in Chet, the only cauſe of this deliv- 
erance was God's love to his people, which you may ſee 
if you read John iii. 16, 17. Lam. iv. 1, 2. Pla, viii. 
7. Zech. viii. Pia. cxxxit. 13, 14. Pla. Kix. 35. Ie. 


avi. 13, 14. Pla, laxvi. J, & c. Iſa. xliii. 24, 25. Amos 


14. 
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6.14, 15, 16. Amos iii. 12. 1 Sam. xvii. 43, 44, 45. 
40, 47. Thus we fee the holy prophets did in this 
third diſpenſation, teſtity God's love and faithfulneſs to 
his people, in delivering them from Egyptian darkneſs, 
and cruel ſlavery of unbelief, into the promiſed land of 
Canaan, which was a type of the new Jeruſalem ſtate. 


T nerefore as David was a type of Chriſt, did ſlay Goli- 


ah and gained the victory for Iſrael. So Chriſt as a man 
of war did fight our battle for us, and did {lay our ſpirit- 
val enemy 5 us, and fer us free becauſe he loved vs. 
Thus I obferve according to ſeripture, that Zion is 
God's choſen habitation ; his reft, where he will dwell; 
he will place ſalvation in Zion for tract bis glory. 
Therefore ſhall the Lord, the Lord of hofts fend a- 
mong his fat ones leanneſs, and under his glory he ſhall 
kindle a burning, like the burning of a fire; and the 
light of Iſrael ſhall be for a fire, and his holy one for a 
flame, and it ſhall burn and devour his thorns and his 
briers in one day, (meaning all wickedneſs;) and he 
(that is the enemy of Zion) ſhall pals over to his ſtrong 
hold for ſear, and his princes ſhall be afraid of the en- 
ſign, faith the Lord, whoſe fire js in Zion, and his fur- 
nace in Jeruſalem, —ſce Iſa. x. 16, 17. I fa. wxxi, 9. Thus 
15 the war proſpered in heaven by Chriſt, who 1s the 
light of frac}, as God's word ſent into the minds of his 
people, as a mefi-nger of his love ard pity, ro manifeſt 
to them who their adverſary was, which is finful Juſt, 
pride, and unbelief, which made them Jeſhvrun like, 
grow fat and forſake God, and lightly eſteem the rock of 
their ſalvation, — Deut. xxx, 15. Bot the tender mer- 
cy of the Lord was over them. He ſanh ia Lam. iii. 
31, 32, .33,—For the Lord will not caſt off for ever; 
but though be cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion 
according to the muſtuude of his mercies ; for he doth 
not afl ct willingly nor grieve the children of men. To 
eruſh under his ſeet all the priſoners of the earth, See 
allo Pla, æciv. 14, 15, 16. Mic. vii. 9. Hef. xi. 8, 9. 
Zech. i. 12 to the 18. Mal, iii. 2. 
Now as Chriſt came to his temple, the place of right- 
eo us, and he fond iniquity Was there, Which was, an in- 
truder 
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truder that are called men, crept in unaware who were 


before of old ordained to this condemnation, &c, Jude 


iv. called falſe prophets. 2 Peter ii. 1, &c. 1 Kings 
ii. 19. Jer. xiv. 14. Acts xx. 30. 

This wicked man of fin and fon of perdition, the 
loſts of the fleſh, that ſowed the tares while men ſlept; 
his enemy came ang ſowed tares among the wheat, and 
went his way, — Matt. xiii. 25, 41. Theſe being found 
in the kingdom of God, for the kingdom of heaven is 
within you ;— Therefore the fon of man ſhall ſend forth 
his angels, and they ſhall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity. Thus 
did the ſeed of the woman, called Michael the great 
prince, which ſtandeth for the children of God's people, 


that were in the priſon houſe, to let them free. 


Therefore as the ſet time to favour Zion is come, the 
righteouſneſs of God came near, and his ſalvation did 
not tarry ; and he ſaid, I will place ſalvation in Zion, 
for Iſrael my glory. Thus did Chriſt ſuddenly come to 
his temple, travelling in the mightineſs of his Qrength, 
like a man of war, to pluck his bride out of the fire, who 
comes as a refiner to purify the ſons of Levi, and ſlay 
the wicked. 

This is manifeſted in the covenant of promiſe, that the 
feed of the woman frall bruife the ſerpents head, it is 
alſo ſaid, and thou {halt bruiſe his heel, which plainly 
proves the enmity that there is between them, that the 
Lord had put, which cauſed the war between the two 
nations, for it is impoſſible for love and enmity to unite 
and becoine one, but are contrary the one to the other, 
as the two ſeeds are repreſented as two nations; fo their 
eonſtitution is different, and ſo is their charaQer ; the 
good ſced are the children of the kingdom, whom the 
fon of man ſowed. This is the bleſſed nation, whoſe 
God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath choſen 
for his own inheritance ; Pſa. xxxiii. 12, Whoſe life is 
hid with Chriſt in God, a righteous nation. The other 
are the children of the wicked one, the enemy that ſowed 
them is the devil; ſo they are a generation of vipers, a 
erooked and perverſe aation,—Phil, ii. 15, And 2 
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day that cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of 
hoft, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch. 
Mal. iv. 1, he will ſlay the laſt of them. 

Now altho' the Lord did manifeſt himſelf to the firſt 
generation by promiſe, (chat when ihe fulneſs of time 
was come, God fent forth his ſon made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law, &c,—Gal. iv. 4, 5.) according to the indicts of 
{cripture ; Dan. ix. 25, &c. before Cited ; alſo Ezra i. 
, 2, 3. In this promiſe is contained, all the conſum- 

mate bleſſ-dneſs and happineſs purpoled in Chriſt Jeſus, 
for the children of men, both in time and eternity; 
Luke æxviii. 29, 39 ; and as the promiſes of God, are 
in Chriſt yea and amen to the glory of God, ordered in 
all things and ſure ; this is the path of che juſt, that in 
every diſpenſation from generation to generation, as the 
ſhining light, that ſhinech more and more unto the per- 
fect day, — lee Prov. iv. 18. 
Jo that altho' God who at ſundry times and in divers 
manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, by types, figures, and ſhadows, that pointed 10 
Chriſt as the ſubſtancs, the body, the head of every man, 
and as God doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men, to cruth under his fcet all the priſoners 
of the carth, to turn aſide the right of a man before the 
face of the moſt high, toſubvert a man in his cauſe, the 
Lord approveth not. Thus the Lord dealeth with an 
equal hand with his people, hateing deceic: and robbery, 
{ce Lam. ii. 33, 34, 35, 39. Prov. xix. 5. Hab. i. 
13. Therefore ihe Lord will not ſuffer the enemy to 
ſet in his ſeat in his temple any longer, to cauſe his peo- 
ple to err and rob them of their right, their inheritatice. 
Now to ſpeak plainly of the war in heaven, that is men- 
tioned in Rev. xt. before cited, in which war Chriſt and 
his power prevailed againſt the dragon and his power, 
(called angels), that tought and prevailed not, neither 
was their place found any more in heaven, and the great 
dragon was caſt out, which deceiveih the whole world, 
he was calt out into the earth and his angels was caſt out 
with him, at this victory ; in the 10 veric, And 1 heard 
% 2 
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x loud voice ſaying in heaven, now is come falyation 
and ſtrength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Chrift : for he accuſer of, our brethren is 


caſt down, which accuſed them before our God day and 


night, &c. 
1 underſtand this war as ſpoken metaphorica!, ſigni- 


fies Chriſt's perſonal coming into this dk his life, 


death, burial, reſurrection and aſſenſion, which was man- 
ifeſted | in the ſecond diſpenſation, to bis two children by 
promiſe, that the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſer- 
peni's head, as he was revealed to them as a Lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the world, ſo to them was em- 
phatical, and the reſtitution of all thipgs by him, when 
time ſhall be no longer. | 
Again ; by this war in heaven I underſtand the con- 
viction and converſion of the children of men, according 
to what the preacher ſaid, And moreover, | ſaw under 


the ſun the place of judgment, that wickednels was there, 


and the place of rightyquſaeſ that iniquity was there, 
And I ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall judge the righteous 
and the wicked, for there is a time there for every pur- 
pole, and for every work, —Eccle. iii. 16, 17. As it is 
laid, I ſaw under the ſun the place of judgment, wicked- 


| neſs was there, plainly ſhows the heart of man which ap- 


pears by their works; fee Micah vii. 2, 3.— That they | 
may do evil with both hands, &c. The beft of them 
as a briar, the moſt upright fs Harper than a thorn hedge, 


&c. And as it is the place of righteouſneſs, iniquity 


was there, in God's temple z and God ſhall judge the 
righteous aud the wicked, — 2 Thell. i. 6, 7. 2 Cor. v. 
10. Thus Godin his time according to his own purpoſe 
carries on his work in the heart of his people under the 
lun. 


Firſt. By convincing them of fin, which is the oſñce 


of the ſpirit: John xvi. 8, 9. And when he is come he 
will reprove the world of ſin; and of righteoulneſs, and 
of judgment. Acts ii. 37. And then he gives the rea- 


fon, Jeius ſaid, firſt of ſin, Becauſe they believe not on 
me. This fin unbelief i is the cauſe of their being dam- 


ned, and olfering facrifice to idols and r<joicing- in the 
works 
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wy of their own hands, — ſce Mar. Ki. 16. Acts vit, 
Secondly. Of righteoulneſs,” becaule Igo to my # 
daher : and ye ſee me no more; they be: vg ignorant of | 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to ettabliſh | their | 
own righteouſneſs, —Rem. x. 3. And that they might a 
with Paul deſire to be found in him, not having on mine | 
on rightevutneſs, which is of the law, but that which | 
5s throu gh the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſnets which is 
of God by faithz Phil. fi. 9. Thirdly. Of judgment, | .* 
becauſe the prince of this world is judged. J conclude 
this prince to be Jeſus the fon of God, as he ſtood in 
the character of finners, by whom, and for whom the 
world and all things therein were made, for he was be- | 
fore all things, in whom God the father depoſited all 1 
| Power both in heaven and earth; therefore he is called | 
the mighty God, the everlaſting father, the prince of 
peace — IIa. ix. 6. ( 
This was the prince that is deſpiſed and rejected of 
men,—Luke xix. 14. Iſa. liii. 3; he was taken from 
'. priſon and from judgment, and who ſhall declare his 
generation, for he was cut off out of the land of the liv- 
ing; for the tranſgrefion of my people was he ſtricken, N 
—Iſa. iii. 8, and by the deſire of the Jews Pilate judg- 
ed, Matt. xxvii. 26. Thus the bicfied Jeſus was ] 
falſly accuſed, taken, judged and lain by wicked hands, 
which was God's ſword, as he ſaid, Awake O 1word { 
againſt my ſhepnerd, Zech. iii. 7. This waz a 
the time Jeſus ſaid, All ye ſhall be offended becauſe of 
me this night, as it is Mtn: Iwill ſmite the ſhepherds, | 
and the ſheep of the flock ſhall be ſcattere a abroad, £ 
Matt. xxvi. 31. Now in order that he might be thus 
treated, fee Heb. ii. 14 to 19 ; foraſmuch then as the { 
t 
I 
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children are partakers of fleſſi. and blood, he allo himſelf 
likewiſe took part of the ſame, that through death he 
might deftroy him that had the power of death, that is 
the devil, and deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their life time ſubject to bondage; and as he 
took on him the ſeed of Abraham, wieretore in all things 
it behoved him to be made like unro his brethren, &c. 
Car in that he himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he is 

| able 


A 


R — 
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able to fuceour them that are tempted. Here we may 


ee he was a mercifu} and a faithfol high prieſt, in ths 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 


fins of the people; and being in affinity with his breth- 


ren he bore the ſtroke of juſtice, and became a ſufferer in 


our ſtead, and ſtanding in our wicked character. See 2 
Cor. v. 24, he hath made him to be fin for us, Who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 


God in him. Thus dying for us, he made his grave 


with the wicked and with the rich in his death, and he 
was numbered with the tranſgreſſors, —Iſa. tit. 9, 12, 
&c, Acts ii. 23, 24,— Him, being delivered by the de- 


— a 
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terminate counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 


taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain; 
Whom God hath raiſed up, having looſed the pains of 
death: becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhou}d be hol 
den of it. 

Thus we fee God's eternal love to man, that had rui- 
ned himſelf by tranſgreſſion, in providing for them a 
ſaviour, every way prepared to live a righteous life for 
them adequate to God's law, which righteous life was 


abſolotely neceſſary for the fulfilling of the law, in this 


righteouſneſs we are made the righteouſneſs of God in 


him, that as he lives in us. So the life we live in the 
fleſh i is by faith in him, thus the Jaw is fulfilled for us, 


by the prince of peace; now the glorious warrior as the 
captain of our ſalvation, having on the garment of ven- 
geance and clad with zeal, he enters the field of battle 
for us, to try the caſe by law and evidence, Who ſhall 
get the victory, Michael or the Dragon. 

But as the true ſhepherd was the lawful owner of the 
ſheep, that ſtrayed from his fold, and was captivated by 
the dragon, and trantgreſſed his falher's law, he being 
their ſurety undertook their ranſom, by anſwering” the 
penalty of the Jaw which was death; ſo for his people* $ 
lake it is ſaid in Job xiii. 26, - Thou writeſt bitter 
things againſt me, and makeft me to poſſeſs the iniqui- 


ties of my youth. Now according to the appointment 


of the father, his hour draws near, that there ſhall be a 


time of trouble, ſuch as never was ſiace there was a na- 
tion. O Thus 


— 


. Thus ſoffering for us he ſaid, John xii, 2), —Now is 
any ſoul rroubled and what hail I ſay, father fave ma 
from. this hour, but for this cauſe came I unto this hour. 
Mart. xxvi. 38, 39,— Then faith he unto them, my 
ſoul is exceeding ſorrowſul, even unto death. Now as 
the time of trouble haſtened on, he prayed, ſaying, O my 
father, if it be poffible, let this cup pals from me; nev- 
ertheleſs not as I will, but as thou wilt. Herein ap- 
pears the difference between the heavenly man, and the 


Fearthy man: the earthy man the tranſgreſſor, and there- 


by was expoſed to miſery and death; the heavenly man 
Chriſt the anointed, Jelvs the Saviour, God with us, 
who being in affinity with his brethren, he vas touched 
with the feeling of our infitmities, but was in all points 
tempted, like as we are, yet without fin. 

Thus che word was made fleſh and dwelt among vs, 


and ſo was capable of bearing all the puniſhment due ra 


finners ; and as he took of the fame fleſh and blood with 


=. the children, he did ſimpathize with them in all their 


— 


„ 4 2 L —_ 
* - * | 
. > _ ©. 
* — 


troubles, as in Pſa, Ixix. 20, Reproach has broken my 


heart; he is deſplled and rejected of men, a man of ſor- 
row, and acquainted with grief. I think this is Godly 


forrow, and true and real repentance which is unto life x 
and Luke faith thus, Luke xxil. 42, 43, 44,.— Father if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me, nevertheleſs 


pot my will but thine be . then being ſtrength- 
ened by the angel, he laid, Being in an agony he prayed 
more earneſtly, and his ſweat was as it were great drops 


of blood falling down to the ground; Gal. ii. 13,-He 


was made a curſe for vs ; but he being upheld by his 
father, manifefted his faith and truſt in him, faying, 


Pſa. xvi. 8, —l1 have fet the Lord alway before me, be- 
cauſe. be is at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved. 
This is the ſaints faith, hope, and confidence in God, 
theſe ate the gifts Chriſt received for men, yea for the re- 
bellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell ane 


| them. . 


Again; Our bleſſed ſaviour ſhows his willingneſs. to 
obey his father, whoſe laws was in his heart, that when 
he ſuffered for us, 2 in che days of his fleſh, when he 


had 


/ 
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had offered up prayers and ſupplications with ſtrong 


crying and tears, unto him that was able to fave him 
-from death, and was heard in that he feared, (yet if his 


father had laved him from death, the ſeripturt could not 
have been fulfilled, that thus ic muſt be,) theugh- he 
were a ſon, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he ſuffered; and being made perfect, became the auth- 
or of eternal ſalvation unto all them that obeyed him: 
lee Heb. ti. ), 8, 9. 

So as our advocate and ſurety he was made a ſufferer in 


the fleſh, buc quickened ia the ſpirit, for the Godhead 


could not ſuffer only in character, in that his name is 


blaſphemed by wicked men, for the ſcripture muſt be ful- 


fiiled ; therefore he ſaid unto them, to ſhow them that 
they could have no power at all againſt him, except it 
were given them from above; When I was daily with 
you in the temple, ye ſtretched forth no hands againſt 
me, but this is your hour and the power of darknels ; as 
in Dan. ix. 23, 24, laſt part of verſe 23, - And conſider 


the viſion: the firſt of verſe 24— Seventy weeks are de- 


termined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to 
finiſh tranſgretfion. Thus according o divine counſel, 
every thing was beautiful in his time. Now in their 
zeal and falſe accuſations, they hurried on to cruciſy Je- 
ſus, aad when Judas had betrayed him, that he was tzk- 
en and brought to Pilate, who examined him, and faid 
he found no fault in him, then he ſent him to Herod, 


and the chief prieſts and ſcribes ſtood and vehemently 
_accuſ-d him; and Herod with his men of war, ſet him at 


naught, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous 


rode, (as a gallant or ſumptuous robe, coſtly and ſtste- 


ly, in dildaining his character) and ſent him again 0 Pi- 


late; and the fame day Pilot and Herod were made 
friends together : for before they were at enmity between 
themſelves, —ſce James iv. 4. 


- 


Thus if a ruler hearken to lies, all his ſervants are 
wicked ; Pro. xxix. 12. Herein it appears plain, that 


if the wicked rulers and their ſervants are at enmity be= 


tween themſelves in every thing elſe, they will agree to 


copcily. 8 and his ſaints; but all chis was done chat 


8 


the 
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the ſcriptures of the prophets might by fulfilled : then 
all the diſciples fotſook him and fled. So of the people, 
there waz none with him, he had neither monitor nor ri- 
val with him. Now the chief prieſts and elders, and all 
the counſel ſought falſe witneſs againſt Jeſus to put him 
to death, but found none; yea though many falte wit- 
neſſes came yet found they none, (that they thought 
would anſwer their turn), at laſt came two falle en e 
and ſaid, this fellow laid, I am able to deſtroy the temple 
of God, "and to build it in three days.—Theſe two wit- 
neſſes they excepted, becauſe they were ſuch as they 
fought, and as it was according to law, being two; Deu. 


[ Kix. 15. They did not conſider the ill conſequence of | h 
© bring falſe witneſſes ; ; Ter forth in the above cited Deu. 
lx, 16 to 22. 
We ſee theſe witneſſes were falſe, by what Chriſt 55 | 
John ti. 18 to 22. Theſe plainly ſhows he meanc the || a 
temple of his body; but they could not underſtand his 
words becauſe of ak nels and the enmity of their ninds, h 
and as it is written they hated me without a cave. And k 


when the high. priefi adjured him by the living God, aſ- i 
king bim whether he was the ſon of God ; ſee (1 Kings 
ai. 16, 17, &c. the king's tequeſt. and Micah's an- 
ſwer,) Jeſus ſaid unto Te high prieſt thou haſt ſaid nev- 
ertkeleſs, I lay unto you, hereafter ſhall ye ſce the fon, of 
man fitting on the right hand of power, and. coming in 
the clouds of heaven; then the high prieſt rent his 
clothes, ſaying, he hath ſpoken blaſphemy : what kur- 
ther need have we of witnefles ; bebold, naw ye have 
heard his blaſphemy ; what think ye? They anſwered. 
and ſaid, he is guilty of death, — ſee Lev. xxiv. 16. So 
they applied to the Jaw of Moles to make themſelves fafe 
in condemning him,  alths* be never tranſgrefied 
| Moſes law himſelf, yet he ſuktered 23 a tranſgreflor for 
ut 
| Therefore becauſe he faid he was the ſon of God, cal- 
ling it blaiphemy, they condemned him. Now they be- 
gan to ſpit in his face and ſmite and buffet him; fee Ia, 
4. 6; and he was accuſtd of the chief prieſts and elders, 
he anſwered nothing; then faith Pilate unte him, heafeſt 


; | thou 
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thou not how many things they witneſs againſt thee, and 


he an{wered him never a word, inſomuch that the gov- 
ernor marvelled greatly, —Ifa. ii 7. And as this was 
his laſt trial, he being bound they delivered him to Pi- 


lace for final judgment, which was the morning exerciſe 
of the wicked as in Pro. iv. 16; for they ſleep not ex- 
cept they have done milchief, and their ſleep is taken a- 
way unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall; Micah i. 1,—Wo 


to them that deviſe iniquity, and work evil upon their 
beds : when the morning is light they practiſe it, becauſe 


it is in the power of their hand. 0 


Thus the iniquity of his heels purſued him, the fins of 


his people, as it was promiſed in the fitſt diſpenſation 


that the ſeed of the ſerpent ſhould bruiſe Chriſt's heel, ſo 


it is manifeſted by the prophets in the ſecond, and in the 


third diſp don actually fulfilled, by Chrilt's perſon» ' 


ally appearing and {uffering. 


Again; Pilate knowing that Jeſus was ajuſt man in 
his moral walk according to the law of Moſes; 1s he 
knew that for envy they had delivered him; fee Rom. 


ii. 15; Pilate's conſcience bearing witneſs that they ha- 


ted him without a cauſe, and had Merongfunly delivered. 


him, therefore he ſought to releaſe kim, but all in vain, 


for the ſcripture mult be fulfilled ; ſee Pſa. Ixix. In this 


Pſalm we have a prophetical account of Chtiſt's ſuffering 


for ſinners ; becauſe for thy fake I have born reproach 2: 
ſhame hath covered my face. For the zeal of thy houſe. 


hath eaten me up, and the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee are fallen on me. This makes him com- 


plain as in Job vi, God hath delivered me up to the 
wagodly, and turned me, over into the hand of the wiek⸗ 


ed, Here he zppears in the form of a ſervant, in the 


likeneſs of men, and being found in the faſhion as a man 


he humbled himſelf, and "became obedient unto death, 


even the death of the croſs; that in this character. being : 


made fin for us, he ſuffered for us in the fleſh, and feel 
ing our infirmities, he confeft the ſins of his people thus, 


O God thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs, and my fins are not 


kad from thee ; (he ſaid my fins.) 
Now as God had laid on him the | iniquity of us all, 


and 
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and he became a propitiation for the ſins of the whole 
orld ; ſo in him all the world appears before God, that 
he might give an account for,us to God for the deeds 
done in his body, whether the 7 be goed or bad: for of 
che people there was none with him, but as an abſolute 
ſurety for his bride, a reſtorer of the path and a healer 
of bs breach, that fin had made, God required of him 
that which was paſt, that he ſhould reſtore that he took 
not away, altho* he ſaid, Job xvi. 17,.— Not for any in- 
zuſtice in mine hands; alſo, my prayer is pure; as he 
was God's agent h's fleſh and blood was unſtained and 
his life perfect, therefore God upheld him, and excepted 
Him in doing his will and ee his ſtrange work, to 
compleat the juftification of his brethren, 
Again; As Pilate ſet on the judgment ſeat, and found 
that the people would not releaſe Jeſus, he willing ta 
Mow the Jews a pleaſure, he releafed Barabbas, and 
having condemned Jeſus, he ſcourged him, and delivered 
him to be crucified, for the tender mercy of the wicked 
js crueliy, Then the ſoldiers took Jeſus into the com- 
1 f mon hall, and gathered unto him the whole band, to 
; mock. him and Bale themſelves merry, according to che 
ſeripture embaſly ; ſee Rev. æi. 10. Judges ævi. 2 85 
Pſa, xxii. 7. 16. 1 Cor. iv. 9. Job xvi. 9. Then they 
took of the ſcarlet robe, and put his own raiment on him, 
and led him away to crucify him; and when they were 
come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to ſay a place 
obs (Kull, as it is mentioned Heb. it. 11, 12, as fig- 
ured by the ceremoaies under the law; ſee Levi. iv. 11, 
12. Numb. xix. 5. 
Theſe were the Iſrael the Apoſtle mentions in Rom. 
#1. 7, 8, 9, 10; theſe fought righteouſneſs by works q 
and not by grace, to whom God gave the ſpirit of flum- f 
ber, eyes that they ſhoukd not ſee, &c. Iſa. vi. 9. Iſa. 0 
b 
( 
| 


„ 
#7 


bi. 10. Pla. Ixxxi. 12. 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. So mafſ not 
underſtanding the ſpirit of the law, make a wrong uſe of 

it, the Jaw was added becauic of tranſgreffion, the law 

came by Moſes, but grace and truch came by Jeſus 

Chriſt. So the ceremonies of the law pointed to "Chriſt, | 
who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to them that | 
+ | believe: 3 
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believe; therefore he ſaid, Do not think that I will ages 
cuſe you to the father: there is one that accuieth vou, 
even Moſes in whom ye truſt ; ſor had ye believed Mo- 
fes, ye would have believed me, for he wrote of me,. 
John v. 45, 46. Now as the law of Moſes is a law of 
retaliation, it forgives none, but accules all mankind to 
the father, and is the accuſer of our brethren before God, 
day and night, So all the accuſation of the law againſt 
the child ren of men fell on Chriſt, and were his own, 


being in affinity with them, according to the purpoſe of 


God, altho' he in perſon and practiſe was juſt, that guile 
was not found in his mouth. It appears they ſought to 
kill him becauſe he ſaid he was the king of the Jews, 
which was true, and that he was the ſon of God, which 


they called blaſphemy, according to the law of Moles, by 


which law he died, and ſet over his head, his accuiation 
written, This is Jeſus the King of the Jews; and thev 
placed him between two thieves that it migh: be fulfilled, 


and he made his grave with the wicked, and was numb= 


ered with the tranſgreflors ; and they that paſſed by re- 

viled him wagging their heads; the chief prieſts mocked 
him, with the ſcribes and elders ſaid, he ſaved others, 

himſelf he cannot fave, let him now come down from the 
croſs and we will believe on him, &c. He truſted in 
God, let him deliver him now if he will have him, for 

he ſaid, I am the fon of God: for this they hated him, 

the thieves caſt the ſame in his teeth ; that he became the 
drunkard fong, it ſeems by this, they were confident that 

he was a deceiver, for this was their hour and the power 

of darkneſs, ERS... 

Thus they made themſelves merry, ſending gifts one 
to another, rejoicing that they had gotten the victory 
over him that ſaid he was the ſon of God, and the king 
of the Jews, which is true according to icripture, for by 
the ſcriptures Chriſt appeared in his fufferings to be both 
God and man. Firſt. As he ſaid, ſpeaking of his life, 


no man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myſelf : 


J have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
ie again; this commandment have I received of my 
father, John x. 18, Secondly. As he was made of a 


Woman 


RE — 


as — 


- workzn he was 4 man, and * partaker of fleſh and 
E blood with the children, he put himſelf in their condi- 
3 non, being made under the law, was under the curſe for 

© them he being their head the law ſpake to . on their 

Account; as has been faid above. 

[ Here I obſerve he received this office of a ſaviour by 
the cummandament of the Deity, by which he was up- 
held, and having tulfilled che law by his righteous life, 
and having bis fathers'law in his heart, he being able, 

, was willing to magnify it and make it honorable, by tuf- 

tering the penalty thereof, ro tatisfy juſtice, that he 
might glorify his father, and ſave his people from death 
and hell. Therefore he ſaid in the before . Pla. Ixix. 
in the greateſt of his diſtreſs, For the zeal of thine houſe 
hath eaten me up, and the reproaches of them that re- 

 *proached thee, are fallen upon me. Pla. caix. 139. 
Mp zeal hath conſumed me, becauſe mine enemies have 

forgotten thy word, Herein is the faithfulneis of God in 
the covenant of his peace manifeſted in Chriſt to the 
world. See John itt. 17,—For God ſent not Jeſus into 
the world ro condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved. For this cauſe he endur- 

ed afflictions as he complains ; Lam. iii. J am the man 

| that hath ſeen affliction by the rod of his wrath ; he hath 
| led me and brought me into darkneſs, but not into light ; 
ſurely againſt me he is turned; he hath fer me in dark 

Places, as they that be dead of ud &c. Pla. Ixxxviii. 

6, — Thou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit in darkneſs in 

| 

| 
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the deep. Surely by theſe complaints he felt our miſery 
1 and death, that we had fallen into by fin and unbelief ; 
$ out of this bondage the father ſent is ſon io deliver his 
| people, and deſtroy his enemies, both rooc and branch, 
| by tuffering and paying the whole that law and juſtice 
 cemanded, and for the performance of this great work, 
| without any conditions with his people, the father pre- 
1 pared him a body ſufficient therefor; in him he depoſi- 
ted the power of agency, which was given to Chriſt by 
| commandment, by the benevolence of the univerſal court 
of Deity, before the world began, which was eftabliſhed 
* oath, thus, And lo I come to do thy will O my This 
19 
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Fhis was manifeſted by promiſe to the firſt ige, dy pte ⸗ 


phecy in the ſecond, as has been obſerved. And, Third 
y. Ia the fulneſs of the appointed time, actually fulfil- 
led, by the appearing of Chriſt, and his ſuffering as the 
ſcriptures hath ſaid, which was the greateſt time of trou- 
ble that ever was ſince there was a nation, being forſak= 


ing of his people, his brethren, and ſmitten of God, and 


afl ited. | ” 
And feeling for firiners he prayed. with zeal, O my 


father, if this cup may not paſs away from me except I 


drink it; thy will be done. For this cauſe came I unto 
this hour ; here he acknowledges that the debt we owed 


to juſtice, was his due to pay, as he was the only one of 


his fathers family, that kept their firſt eſtate, and had not 
tefr cheir own habitation ; he never turned bankrupt; 
but as a faithful ſon, yea in this ſenle the only begotten 


fon of God; fo he was the wiſdom of God and the pow- 


tr of God, in him God delighted, and was ever well 
plealed, for he had kept all his father's treaſure ; ſee 


Pa. exxxv. 4,.— For the Lord hath choſen Jacob unto 


himſelf, and | frael for his peculiar treaſure. Now the 
firſt in this choice is God, ye have riot choſen me, but I 


have choſen you, not that we loved him, but that he 


firſt loved us; John xv. 16. 1 John iv. 9, 10. And av 
to the time of God's chuſing and loving us, it way be- 
fore the world began, with an everlaſting choice and love; 
eccording to his own purpoſe and grace given to us in 
Chriſt Jeſas, who gave himſelf for us, that he tnight te- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelt a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works; fee Ephe. i. 4. 
2 Tim. i. 9. Tiws i. 14. N 

* I confider as God's appointments was eternal, fo it is 
faid before the world began, and. as Chriſt was God's 
ele to be a propitiation for the fins of the whole world, 
ſo the whole world of mankind was elected and choſen of 
God in him, at the ſame time whom Chriſt redeemed aC- 
cording to the promiſe of God; ſee Ia. iv, 1, 2. 1 
Johan ii. 2. Titus i. 2, J; for God loved theſe as he lov- 
ed the ſon. So that in this fraternal union, it was as im- 
poſhbſe for God to exiſt without theſe, as it was for him 


P 1a 
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to exiſt without his ſon ; Wele being one in the father 


and in the fon, fo there cannot be one ſtake miſſing, nor 
done cord broken. 


Therefore Chriſt ſaid, And fog their ſakes I ſanctity 
rayfelf, that they alſo might be ſanctified through the 


i truth. For both he oo ſanctifieth and they who are 


ſanctified are all of one, for which cauſe he is = aſhamed 
to call them brethren, for theſe he ſuffered and beirig 
bound by the oath of the covenant he ſaid, He hath 
hedged me about that I cannot get out, he hath made my 
chain heavy. Alſo, when I cry ard ſhout, he ſhutterh 
out my prayer, who in the day of his fleſh, when he had 
offered up prayers and en with ſtrong crying 
and tears, unto him that was able to ſave him ſrom death, 

Me, was heard in that he feared ; {ce John xvii. Heb, v. 
7. 8, 9. | 
1 Uhderſtand as he ſaid, he hedged me about, that I 
cannot get out, is the eierral purpoſe of Deity, and bis 

chain made heavy ſhows, the heavy curſe he bore for vs, 
' Which he could not be freed from, until juſtice was ſatis- 


| / fied, and tho' he prayed. with ſtropg cries and tears, in the 


days of his fleſh unto him that was able to ſave him from 
death, and was heared in that he feared, yer was not faved 
from death till he had gone through death, and finiſhed 
the work his father had given him to do, chat he might 
as the captain of our ſalvation, be made perfect through 
tuffering, for us ; who ſaid in the days of his fleſh, ſac- 
rifice and offerings thou wouldeſt not, but a body haſt 
thou prepared me, and lo I come, &c. as is faid, But of 
him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us 
wiſdom and righteoutnels, and ſanctification, and redemp- 


__- tion. 


Thus Chriſt came and ſtood at the altar, having a zol- 
den cenſer, and there was given unto him much incenſe, 
that he ſhould offer it with the prayers of all ſaints upon 
the golden altar, which was before the throne ; Heb. it. 
10. 1 Cor. i. 30. Rev. viii. 3. Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. Thus 
I underſtand Chriſt came once in the end of the world, 
that is, in the end of the ceremonies and ſacrifices of the 
law of Moſes, that in his prepared body as a golden and 

| pertect 
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perfect cenſer, to which was given by Deity, much in- 
cenſe, as all the perfeftions of God, full of grace and 
truth, that was needed co ſupport him through this ſuffer- 
ing war, for he had an ear to hear, for his brethren, that 
word of truth; Rev. xiii. 10, - HHe that leadeth into cap- 
tivicy ſhall go into captivity : ke that killeth with the 
ſword muſt be killed with the ſword. Here is the pati- 
ence and faith of the ſaints, So that theſe, and all the 
graces of God that mankind ſtand in need of, are in him, 
and were exerciſed by him in the days of his fleſh; 
therefore it was neceſſary for our ſake, (yet altho' his 
prayer which he offered with the prayers of all ſaints, as 
he could offer no other in the office of a ſaviour was 
heard,) in this he learnt how to wait patiently for 'the 
Lord, to deliver him and his brethren,by him from death, 
in his own time; fee Pla. xl. 1, 2, 3. Pla. xxxvii. 7. 
Lam. iii. 25. Thus in the travel of his ful, he learnt 
that, when he was reviled he reviled not again, when he 


was perſecuted he ſuffered it patiently, and opened not 
his mouth. | | 


Again ; When his enemies had ſpit in his face; fo 


he ſaid, Iſa. v. 6, —I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 


ting; and bruiſed him, that his viſage was more marred than 
any man, he hath no form or comlineis, and when we 
ſhall fee him there is no beauty that we ſhould defire him, 
for he bore the iniquities of the whole world, under 
which burden his ſoul was preſſed ; here he was number- 
ed with the tranſgrefſors, and ſaid, I am a brother to dra- 
gons,—Job xxx. 29. Well might he ſay when under 
his father's wrath for us, Behold I am preſſed under you, 
as a cart is preſſed, that is full of ſheaves; Amos ii. 13. 


IIa. i. 24, 25, 26, 27. Thus the Lord laid his hand 


heavy upon him. 


Therefore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, the mighty 
one of Iſrael, Ah, I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and 
avenge me of mine enemies; Hol. xi. 8. Lam. iii. 33, 
34. 35, 36; and I will turn my hand upon thee ; and 
purely purge away thy droſs and take away all thy tin ; 
Hoſ. i. 3. 5. Rom. x. 3. Phil. iii. 2; and 1 will W 
| | thy 
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thi N85 us at they firſt, and thy counſellors as at the 
begining, afterwards thou ſhalt be called the city of 
righteoulnels, the faithful city: Iſa. x. 17, 18. Rev. 
Xi. 27. Zion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment, and 
her converts with righteouſnels. Rev. vii. 7. Rev. xix. 
11, And the deſtruction of the tranſgreſſors and of the 
ſianers Hall be together, and they chat ſorlake the Lord | 
{hall be conſumed. Rev. xxXil. 15. 

I learn by what the prophec ſaith, the purpoſe of God 
and his way in deſtroying his enemies, and reſtoring his 
Zion, that it is as hath been ſaid already, that it was by 
him that God exalted with his right hand a prince and a 
ſaviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael and forgivenels 
of fins. Thus it was when this exalted prince and ſavi- 
our was in che belly of hell, his human ſoul prayed 
when they were crucifying king: ſaying, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do, therefore for my 
ſake they mult. be excuſed, and lay nor this fio to their 
charge; but ſet them tree on my account, O my father 
jet me drink the bitter cup for them, for as I am made 
ſin for them, ſa as 1 bare their wicked character, their 
old mam is crucifyed with me, that the body of fin might 
be deſtroyed ; ſo in me, and by me, is the prince of this 
worldjudged. Thus fin is condemned in the fleſh, for 
as man finned in che fleſh, fo Chriſt's dieing in the fleſh 
tor fin, condemned fin in the feſh.—Far we wreltle not 
againſt fleſh and blood bur againſt principalites, againſt 
power, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
-agaalt ſpiritusl wickednels in high places, — Ephe. ui. 
= So our dleſſed ſaviour was faithful in fighting this 
battle for us, as is faid aboye, and I will turn my hand 
upon thee, ad purely purge away thy droſs, Therefore 
as he was naile.| to the accurſed tree, the ſword of juſtice 
ſmote him till it was ſatisfied, which cauſed him to cry 
out, I thirſt for the finiſhing of my father's will; and 
feeling ſhame and guilt e his vrethren, he faid, My 
Ged, my God, why haſt thou forſaking me; and then 
truſting i in God he laid, Into thy bands” 1 commend my 
ſpirit, and he gave up the ghoſt. ; then they pierced hin 
ſe with a ſpear, aud chete came out blood and water z 


the 
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ade fourth time he bled for ſinners. Now as this was 
was fought in the mind of Chriſt in the days of his fleſh 
for every man, who taſted death for every man, then 


every man mult have a right to it, for as by one man,” 
{as a federal head of all men included in him) ſis enter- 
ed into the world ; fo death paſſed upon all men, for 


that all have fined ; and as Adam was a figure of Chriſt, 


and as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 


made alive, an even number. 


So Chriſt as a redeemer is the federal kead, of the fame 5 
family to make them alive again, he being their elder 


brother, by whoſe name alone they are made alive, for he 


took of the ſame fleſh and blood with them, that as man 


ſianed by being led caprive dy fleſhly luſt, their minds 
were darkened, ſo their ſoul /inned and died. Chriſt 


made his ſovl (which I believe is the principle part of the 


* earthy man, ) an offering for fin, and his body a ſaerifice 
to fave his loſt brethren from death, who had loſt their 


love for, or feeling of humanity, this ruined ſociety hap- 


pineſs, but their immortal ſpirit did not fin, for immor- 
tal nor human never was 3 ſubject to vanity or bon- 


Gage as the creature was, if it bach it could not have been 
in hope. 


Therefore Chriſt did not ſuffer in his 1 pie 


Godhead or humanity, only in character, if he had, there 


muſt have been a want of perfection in Deity, neither 


could it have been ſaid the foundation of God ſtands ſure, 
and the Lord knows them that are his. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


No as the great day of God's wrath is come, and the 


dead ſmall and great ſtood before the judgment ſeat, and 
not one able to itand for themſelves, not anlwer one word, 


ſo by evidence tryed and condemned by the law of Mo- 
ſes ; but as their repreſentative and ſurety appeared for 
them, and they in him, he ſetting upon the throne of his 


wiſdom, was able as has been ſaid, to anſwer for all and 
ſet them free, and prelent them to himſelfwithout blem- 
iſh, which was the effect of his coming into this world, 


for the counſel of God ſhal! ftand, and he will do all bs. 


pleaſure ; ſo he made this man ſtrange for himſelf, and 


of him he demanded full ſatisſaction for all his brechrous | 
Were i | Therefore M 
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Therefore 2s we have heard he bruiſed him by giving 
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Rim into the hands of the wicked, that at the end of the 


weeks, Dan. ix. 26, ſhall the Meſſiah be cut off, but not 
for hunſelt; but for our offences; and in the troubled 
times of this war, altho' Michael our prince fell a vic- 
tim to juſtice, and was (lain, according to the couniel of 


Deity, yet he had power to take his life again, that 


through death he might deſtroy him that had the power 


of death, that is the devil,and by his righteouſneſs deliver 


them who through fear of death were all their life time 
ſobject to bondage, at this time God's people were de- 


JIivered, every one that ſhall be found written in the book, 
choſen in Chriſt the book of life. Now is fulfilled that 


which was ſpoken by Haggai the prophet, Hag. ii. For 


thus faith the Lord of hoſts, yet once it is a little while, 
and I will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, and the ſea, 
and the dry land ; and | will ſhake all nations, and the 
deſire of all nations ſhall come: and I will fill this houſe 


wich glory, ſaith the Lord of hoſt. 
I undercſtand theſe words to mean what the Apoſtle 
ſaſd, Heb. xii. 26, 2), - Whoſe voice then ſhook the 
earth, but now he hath promiſed, ſaying, yer once more 
 I'ſhake not the earth only, but alſo the heavens. And 
this word yet once more, ſignifieth the removing of 
thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of things that are made, 


that thoſe things which cannot be ſhaken may remain, 
Here we learn the difference betweea the firſt and the ſe- 
cond houſe; the former houſe was eſtabliſhed by a law 
of inflexible juſtice, that will not condemn the righteous 


nor clear the guilty, but che ſoul that (ins it ſhall die. So 


the miniſtration of this holy law was death, that none 
could fee its glory, but Moles as a type of Chriſt, whom 


God called vnto him, and the Lord ſaid unto Moles, 
Lo I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people 
may hear when I ſpeak with thee, and believe forever; 

and Moſes told the words of the people unto the Lord. 
Here Moſes appeared as a mediator, this pointed to 

Chriſt ; Matt. xvii. 5,—While he yet ſpake, behold a 

bright cloud overthadowed them, and behold, a voice 


out of the cloud nich ſaid, this is my beloved fon in 
N | | whom 
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whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him. And when Mo- 
jes had heard the words of the Lord that he ſhould ſay to 
the people, and hen on the third day in the morning 
it came to paſs, that there were thunders and lightnings 
and a thick cloud upon the Mount, and the voice of a 
trumpet exceeding loud, ſo that all the people that was 
in the camp trembled, and Mount Siani was altogether 
on: a ſmoak, becauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in fire, 
and the whole Mount quaked greatly; a fight of juſtice 
makes the wicked tremble and ſhake, then the Lord ſaid 
vnto Moſes, go down, charge the people, &c. So Mo- 
ſes went down unto the people, and ſpake unto them. 
Exod. xix. 25. Then he begins in the xx chapter to de- 
clare unto the people the ten moral precepts, which was 
the law of commandment that was added becauie of 
tranſgreſſien, io which was added the ceremonial ſacri- 
fices, as in Heb. ix. which was a figure for the time then 
preſent, in which were offered both gifts and ſacrifices, 
that could not make him chat did the ſervice perfect as 
pertaining to the conſcience, which flood only in mears 
and drinks, and divers waſhings, and carnal ordinances, 
impoſed on them, until the time of reformation. Now 


when Moſes had read the law, and all the people ſaw 


thunderings and lightnings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, 
and the mountains ſmozking, they removed and ſtood 
afar off, this was ſo terrible they ſaid to Moſes ſpeak thou 
with us, and we will hear, but let not God ſpeak with 
us leſt we die. | 5 N 
Therefore the law being holy and the commandment 
holy, and they carnal ſold under fin, could not erdure 
that which was commanded. And Moſes faid unto the 
people, Fear not for God is come to prove you, that his 
fear may be before your faces, that ye ſin not, And the 
people ſtood afar off, and Moles drew near unto the thick 
darkneſs where God was, altho' this is faid to be thick -- 


darkneſs where God was, as it appeared to the people, 
| yet Moſes as a type of Chriſt was come to, and did ſee - 


Mount Zion, the city of the living God, and to Jeſus ® 


the mediator of the new covenant ; ſee Heb. xii. 18 10 


the 25 ; and the people left Moſes here, as they dd 
8 | Chriſt 


. N . 


Eben when he ſuffered. | And the Lord faid unto Ma- 
.fes, thus thou ſhalt ſay unto the children of Iſrael, ye have 

| ſeen that I have talked with you from heaven; ſee Ne- 
he. I. 13. Pſa, xix. 7, 8, 9. Then the Lord gives Mo- 
ſes commandments, ſtatutes and judgments, Sith abſo- 


It Tote directions, how this Houſe is to be built and che 


faſhion ef it, and all the materials of which it conſiſted, 
with all the ſacrifices and ordinances, and the Lord ſaid, 


pe ſhalt not make with me God's of filver, neither ſhall 


ye make unto you God's of gold ; an altar of earth thou 
Malt make unto me and ſhall facrifice thereon ; in all 
places where ! record my name I will come unto thee, 
and will-bleſs thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar 
of ſtone thou ſhalt not build it of hewn ſtone, for if thou 
lift vp thy tool upon it, thou haſt polluted it, (with 
man's wiſdom.) 
dis houſe therefote was glorious, a3 wiſdom had 
Faſhioned it to be a compleat figure of Chriſt the ſecond 
hovſe : as this was built of earth it muſt be difolved, but 
if the miniſtration of death written and engraven in ſtones 
was glofious, ſo that the children of Iſfael could not 


- ftedfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the glory of his 


OS ee which glory was to be done away; Exod. 
a xiv. 30; How mel not the miniſtration of the ſpirit 
be rather glorious ? ſee 2 Cor. ii. 
- Here the Apoſtle makes a very clear diſtinction be- 


tween the diſpenſation of the law that was given by Mo- 


ſes, and the diſpenſation of grace and truth that came by 
_Fetvs Chriſt, the law of the ſpirit of life, The Apoſtle 
recommends the law, Rom. vii. to be holy, and the com · 
mandments holy, juſt, and good; Pſa. xix. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11; was then that which-is good, made death unto me ? 
God forbid, but fin that it might appear fin, working 
death in me by that which is good, that fin by the com- 
mandment might become exceeding finful ; Pro. ix. 17, 
18, — Her gueſt in the depth of hell, thus fin taking oc - 
caſion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it 
lle me ; for we know that the law is ſpiritual, but [ 
am carnal fold under fin, the Apoſtle doth not in the leaſt 
lar any fault to o the law, as being the cauſe of his * 
29 
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0 and condemnation, but ſays the caule of his death was M£ 
vo e [his being drawn away of his own luſt to fin againſt he 
Its 4uft law, fo that by the holineſs of the law, ile ſinner © 
muſt die; for this law never did condemn the rightegus, 4 


'0- vor juſtify the wicked ; becauſe the minds of the chil}  } 
the dren of men were blinded, through the deceitfulneſls f 
ed, fin, which cauſed Moſes to pur a veil over his face, that 


Id, they could not look to the end of thatwhich'is aboliſhed, 
this vail of unbelief and darkneſs remaineth untaken a- 
ou Way, in the reading of Moſes and the old” Teſtament, 
all Þ Which vail is done away in Chriſt, for Chriſt is the end 
©, | of che law for righteonſnefs to every one that believeth; 
tar I for Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which is of the 
ou | law, chat the man that doth thoſe things ball live by 
a tem; Rom. x. 4, 5. Gal. iu. 19. Heb. ii. 8, Lev. 
Kon. 5. Matt. xx. 16. NS RS. 
ad F Now Jefus Chriſt by being the end of the law, did 
ad hot make void the law but by the fulfilling of the. law 
ut} for us, therefore the law being ful filled and ſatisfied, ſin 
zes was dead, for the law had no demands againſt vs to 
100 F condemn vs; for Chrilt having forgiven us all treſpaſſes, 
blotting out che hand writing of ordinances that wass 
nh againſt us, which we could hot get life by: Theſe be 
rie took out of the way, nailing it to his croſs, and having © 
| ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a ſhew of 
4a them openly; triumphing over them in it; which are a 
'0- | ſhadow of things to come, but the body is of Chrilt, 
| Thus Chriſt lived up to, and did fulfil every tile of 
die che righteous law and did live by them, and then fuffer- 
n- | ed the penalty of the law due to us for fin, when Mount 
, | Sinai was all on fire, and did thunder and lightning, and 
©? | the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud, which voice obe 
"5 | Hot only the earth, but as the prophet ſaid, before cited, 
n-F Yertonce alictle while, I will ſhake the heavens, and the - 
earth, and the fea, and the dry land, and all nations, and © 
the deſire of all nations hall come, who was ſhaken for 
al! nations, that the darts from the law did imite the 
man that was God's fellow, and put his righteous foul in 
an agony.” This is the time the Apoſtle mentions a 
#bove cited, by this voice once more he hath promiſed, 
9 A fſaying 
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* N heavens refuſed to ſhine, that there was darkneſs over all 
, vulffob. 


4 10 be the firſt houſe; the firſt covenant, which had or- 
5 Aden of divine ſervice, and a worldly ſanctvaty, &c. 


3 the holieſt of all, &c. This viſible houſe made with 
4 7 = hands, with all the laws, ordinances, and commandments, - 


e | 9 &'> » 
l : 4 * 8 - >; 4 — . a * * Ga S's 21 l * Y So den * * * 
N I 1 2 " 4% | „ * 5 v . TY * * 197 . reel * * 
eee e eee 7 
c 4 4 f 4 by 2 © 3 5 * g . mY tf 
. | * : 


thou haſt given me, and gave up the ghoſt, and as it is 
25 5 appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judg- | 


N N 8 # 


1455 12 =) LI , 


8 
*. 


. 1 welke! not 0 Far only, PR ao he loving 
this dreadful voice of God's wrath from Mount Sina, 
e fin, made the dear Jeſus ro ſhake and tremble, 
i this time of his ſingular trouble, the vail ol the tem- 
ple was rentin twain from the top 10 the bottom, the 
earth heard and did quake, the rocks rent, the ſun in the 


the land for three hours, ſo that all nature was in a con- 


This TRY" LP more ſhook e alſo, which I ks | 
. and atter the ſecond vail, the tabernacle, which is called 


"and divers waſhings, &c. and was conſecrated for holy 
" Hervice, fo was called heavenly, as they are ſhadowy of 
good things to come. This heaven was ſhaken, and this 
word yet, once more ſignifies the removing of thoſe 
things that are ſhaken, as of things that are made; that 
thoſe. things that cannot be ſhaken may remain; this that 
"Femains is Chriſt, who nom appears in his reſurrection 
power and Godhead, and as all things according to 
the ſcripture that God had determined concerning him was 
Fulfilled, be faid, father into thy hand I commend my 
\- ſpirit, as if he had ſaid, here am I and the children that 


ment.—80 Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of 
many, * 
This was the day God had appointed . to b judgt e the 
world in righteouſneſs by him, for as he had made an 
end of ſins and made reconciliation for iniquity, and te 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the vi- 
non and prophecy; and to annoint the moſt holy; be- 
cauſe he as the captain of our ſalvation fought the battle 
for us, and as there was none to help him, his own arm 
brought ſalvation unto him, and his fury it upheld him, 
and bis riph:eouſneſs it ſuſtained him, and had gone 
ahrovgh the time of the gieateſt trouble, that « ever was 
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loge chere was a nation to that time, at that tine! God's ; 


people were delivered, as has been before ſaid. And now: 
making it appear true what he told the people, that aſked - 


+ of him a ſign, he gives this as the laſt and*only ſigh, as 
that of the prophet Jonah; that as Jonah was theee "days © 
and three nights in the fiſhes belly, ſo ſhall} the ſons of Tt 
man be three days and three nights | in the heart ol the 5 
earth, * 
This pointed to his reſurreRtion on ih third ds y,which +0 
proved-irue, that altho' he was cruciſſed aud Hain 1 5 the 
ſins of the people, he had power to take bis life gips, 
and having made a full expiation for the ſias of hs... 


whole world, ſo he aroſe for their juſtifcation | here I 


31 
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believe was the time and place of judgment, under the 99 


ſun, that wickedneſs was there, which was manifeſted by 
the cruelty wherewith they treated the juſt one, and th 
place of righteouſneſs and iniquity: was there;#becauſe 


they killed the righteous one; Acts fi. 23, 24. And 


when Paul had declared his religion by ſaying, But this 
I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which they call 
hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, believing alt 


things which are written in the law and the prophets ; 


(be ſaid thus,) and have hope towards God, which they 
themſelves allo allow, that there ſhall be a refiutedion of | 


the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt Acts xxiv. 14,15. 


The ſame as in John v. 28, 29; All that zre in 5 - 


graves ſhall hear his voice, and thall come forth: they 
that have done good unto the reſurreQion of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the reſurrection of damna- 
tion. 

The. graves I take means the 100 of aff: ction, and 
death that hath paſſed upon all men, for all have ſinned, 
and hell a ſtate of confinement and condemnation, that 


all mankind is under becauſe of tranſgreſion; ſee Rer. 


&Xx.13, 14, 15. Here the ſea, death, and hell, did give 


and deliver up the dead which were in them. The tre- 
ſon of theſe places delivering up the dead that were ian 
them, was this, that Chriſt who had promiſed them ſay- 


ing, I Will ranſom them from the power of the grave ; 1 
vill 0 them lrom deathz © death 1 will be thy 
| plagues; 


a ves; 04 n I will be thy deftruAtion ; repentoyes 
aft be * from mine eyes, —Holeg xiii. 14 for the 
7.0 and calling of God are without repentance, —Rom. 
4 29 ; for the wages of fin is death, but the gift of God 
= is is eternal Mes through Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord, — Rom. 
Vi. 23. 
1 Now as Chriſt aroſe fam the grave, there was 2 reſis; 
rection both of the juſt and unjuſt ; for God railed vp. 
Jeſus, having looled the pains of death, becauſe it was 
bot poſſible that he ſhould be holden of f it, for his ſoul 
was got left in hell, neither his fleſh. did ſee corruption 3 
| Daniel ſaith, many 'of them that fleep in the duſt of the 
earch ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt ;— Dan. ii. 2. The 
ſame as condenination or damnation which appears ob- 
. vious from this, that he that belie veth not is condemned 
_ already; John #17, 18 ; and in Tim. v. 12 ;— Having 
damnation becaule they have caſt off their firſt faith, I 
- believe the ſame is to be unde: ſtood by the dry bones in 
Ezek. xxxvii. 11, Then he ſaid unto me, ſon. of man, 
L theſe bones are the whole houſe of Iirael, behold they ſay 
= Our bones are cried, out hope is loſt, we are cut off for 
4 our part. Theſe dry bones ſignify the whole world of 
mankind reckoned in unbelief, that he might have mer- 
cy on all ; and the noiſe and the boking when the, 
bones come together, ſignifies God's jezlouſy, and the 
fire of his wrath againſt wickednels; Ezekiel xxxix. 19. 
i Acts ti. 2. And as ſine ws and fleſh came upon them 
il and ſkin covered them, this is a preparing for breath, that 
i came from the four winds, and breathed upon theſe ſlain 
that they may live. Now theſe ſlain are they that die in 
; the firlt Adam, and are made alive by the reſurre&ion. of 
Pbdriſt, fee Rev. I. 11. Rev. xiv. 1. Hoſea i. 10. 11, 
=o It appears by theſe words that the whole band of wick- 
| edneſs was combined at one time, to devour one another, 
| -again!t which the Lord will execute his judgments and 
ſcatter the remnant into all the winds ; ; Eze. v. 10. 
| Zech. ti. 6. Jer. lix. 32. 
1 This is manifeſted by Iſrael's ſaying, Onr b are 
* an Jed, our hope ie loſt wg are cui off, lar our pat. 4 5} 
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che whole houſe of iſrael, underſtand the Jen ifh nation-. 
that was, under the Molaick diſpenſation, who had all 
the privileges of the moral law: in this reſpect Goc 
called them his peculiar people; but when, the? time- of 
reformation came, that Chriſt appeared once in the end ok 
the world, i. e. the end of the law diſpenſation, to put away 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and had broken down the 
middle wall of partition between the Jews and Gentiles, 
having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, the law of com- 
mandment, that he mignt reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the croſs, having { llain the enmity thereby, 
ſee at large Ephe, ii. By this manifeſtation, all their de- 
pendance of obtaining juſtification by the deedsof the 
Jaw failed, their hope loſt, and they were cut off from 1 
truſting to their own works, tho? Iſrael were according to i 
; Jaw, called the natural branches, yet becauſe of unbelief - 
\ were broken off, and ſo called the fooliſh virgins that had IF 
| no oil in their lamps, and their lamps went our, that the | 
1 diſpenſation of the univerſal love of God in the goſpel, 
1 
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might be given to the Gentiles alſo. 
If we read with carefulneſs Rom. xi. we may fee plain= i 
ly, that God's love in Chriſt Jeſus, was univerſally equal, 
and free to all Adam's offspring, which i is manifeſted by « 
the dry bones that was flain, receiving life” by the ſpirie 
„ of God, and ſtood vpon their feet an exceeding gest ar- f 
* my, which John mentions in Rev. xiv. I, before cited 3 
oy — And I looked, and lo, a Lamb ſtood on the mount 
Zion; and wich him an hundred forty and four thouſand, 
(A certainty for an uncertainty), having his father's name 
written in their foreheads. Theſe are they whoſe life 
was hid with Chriſt in God, when it was laid, thruſt ins 
thy fickle and reap, for the time is come for thee to reap, . 
2 the harveſt of the earth is ripe. Here is che heathen. 
Gentiles by practiſe and the proſeſſing Iſrael: Pſa. ii. 6, 
7, $: Pfa. Ixxii. 8, 15. Matt. vi. 10, All nations gath- 1 
tred in Chriſt, as he was made fin for us, for what the RN 
law could not do in that it was weak through the fleſh, _ 3 
God ſending his own-ſon, in the likeneſs of "finfol fleſh, _ 
and ſor ſin condemned (in in the fleſh, Rom. vii. 3. 
. By this weſee the law could not forgive fin, mor clear the 
guilty, 
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dalle, ad 46 * fleſh became * beſos 6a * al 
-- eondemned by law, for it is not poſſible that the blood 

ok bulls and of goats ſhould take away ſin ; Heb. x. 4. 

: See alſo Heb. vi. 18, ig ; for there is verrily a diſannul- 

# 13 I, the commandment going before, for the weak 

Þ and unprofitableneſs thereof; for the law made 

Jock perfect, dut the bringing in of a better hope did, 
by the which we draw nigh unto God; 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
bo his own ſelf bare our Und in Na own body on the 
tree. —Heb. ix. 28. 

Thus it appears by bit oh Weophers and Apoſiles 
Teclare, that the appointed time for God to judge the 
Heathen, was when Chriſt was crucificd ; then the ſick- 

le was thruſt in te gather the earth, for the harveſt vas 

Tipe, multitudes in Hi vailey of deciſion, for the day of _ 

ide Lord is near in the valley of deciſion, (bat is) he 

| "determining or ending of a controverſy, Now as God 

faid in Joel ii. 12,—Let the heathen be awakened and 

come up to the valley or Jehoſhapar, for there will I fie 
to judge all the heachen round about. But it was not 
them called the heathen only, that God had a contro- 
verſy with, and will judge, but Iſrael chat is called his 

oon choſen people; 125 Micah vi. 2,.— Hear ye, O 

oO mountains, the Lord's controverſy, and ye ſtrong ſoua- 

\ *, dations of che earth, for the Lord hath a controverſy 

E- with his people, and he will plead with Irael. Hol. iv. 

F 2;—Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Iſrael, 

bor the Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of | 

we Land; Jere. xxv. 26 to the 34. 

1 Thus we find that the Prophets of the Lord, all agree 

| 10 the extenſive limitation of this univerſal controverſy, 

chat to all kingdoms and nations, and to all fleſh, wich- 

out exception it did extend; And the ſlain of the Lord 
mall be at that day from en- pad of the earth even unto. 
the ofber end of the earth, &c. and evil ſhall go, forth 
from nation to nation: and ihe wicked. the 6 will 
give to the ſword. Theſe wicked I take to be what is 
wean by Gog and Magog that was gathered together to 

& battle, and compaſſed the camps of the ſaints about, and 

I _ the beloved ys and fire, cane gown from Gd our of - 

i g heaven 


t 


heaven and dela them, —ſce Rev. an. 6 4 = 
enemies of the church of Chriſt, in number 21 dhe % K 

of the ſea : Joel iii. 14,-Multitudes in the valley of © 
deciſion, for the day of the Lord is near in the valley 3 
of deciſion, as before ſaid, which is the place of judge | NN 
ment, and wickedneſs was there, and the place of right= ö 
e oulneſe, and iniquity was there; and God e = 
both the righteous and the wicked. | „ 
| 

) 


Here it was before this judgment ſeat, that all both 
the righteous and the wicked appeared, to be judged ac- 
cording to their works, 3 has been often ſaid before. 
Now as there was none able to ſtand in the day of God's 

- wrath, but the only righteous Lamb of God, whom the Þ 
father upheld, who being made ſin for us: who is. the Þ 
tue vine: that when it is ſaid, thruſt in thy ſharp: ſic «k 
I te, and gather the cluſters of the wine of the earth, for i 
| 


— 


her grapes are fully ripe ; Rev. #ix. 15, 16 Chriſt's * 
ſofferings, and the angel thruſt in his ſickle into the 
eatth, and gathered — vine of the earth, and caſt it into 
the great wine preſs of the wrath of God ; ſee Rev. xiv. = 
Joel iii. 13, it is ſaid, - Put ye in the fickle for the har- 4 
velt is ripe, (ſpeaking to 10 come get you down 


ſor the preſi is full, the fats Werne, ſor their vicked- 1 
nels is great. | . 1 


I conclude this vine is Chriſt, and the cluſters of the 
vine of the earth, I take to be ſinful men. that Chriſt ._ 4 
the vine was in affinity with, both in ſpirit and fleſh, or — 
earth ; in ſpirit by an eternal union, in the divine nature; 
in the fleſh, as he was made fleſh and did partake part 
of the ſame vith the children, that he might die for them, 
and this was the time her grapes are fully ripe; the 
wicked nation, the ungodlineis of men, the adverſary 
called the ſpirits of devils, as ſpite and envy, that was 
let to go upon the breadth of the earth, and compaſſed 
the camp of the ſaints about, and the beloved city, this . 
camp and city was Jeſus Chriſt, in whom the ſaints were 
kid ; and Gog and Magog ſignifies men walking in un- 
belief, being ſicangers to Ged, and haters of good, the - 
vicked . that ſlew Chriſt ſee Ha. Ixi. 5: Ephe. ii. 
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„ | Thea; it Fay ye, A and bre came down from „e dut + of 
| heaven, and 8 heim. 
Thi vas God's love and faithfulneſs rhanifeſted in 
Wt Chriſt Jeſus ton finful world of mankind, that when 
his blefſed victor, had fulfilled his father's will and fin- 
| _ © Hhed his work, and died for all, becauſe all were dead 
Who came in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for fin con- 
”  Gemned fin in the fleſh, for Chriſt alſo ech ohee ſolfr« 
ed for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt char he might bring us 
td Goch being put to death in the fleſh, but quickened 
by the ſpirir; lee 2 Cor. v. 14. Rom: viii. 3. 1 Pet. 
fi. is. And as fire came down from God out of heav- 
eg, and devoured the wicked, ſignifies Chriſt's riſing 
from death and hell, being born again, he fees che ttavel 
ol his ſoul and is ſatisfied. 
© So Chriſt being railed on the third day and looſed 
from the pains of death, and having ſpoiled. prineipali- 
ties and powers, he made a ew of them, openly tri- 
umphing over in it. Col. ii. 15. 1. Cor. xv. 55. He 
* - * having dene good, did hear the voice of God, and caine 
forth out of the grave unto the reſurrection of life, and 
4 with him all the father had given him, whoſe names 
Vas found written in the Book, theſe he did preſenc to 
himſelf; a glorious church without blemiſh ; Ephe. v4 
e Tit. ii. 14. Song ii. 14, and Song iv. 2. Thy 
teeth are like a flock of ſheep, that are even ſhorn, whick 
come vp ſrom the waſhiag, &c. being cleanſed in the 
blood of Chriſt; theſe are called the ſheep, but the 
wicked are called the goats. 
Thus the fon of — 4 came in his x glory and all his ho- 
1 angels with him, and ſit upon the 4255 of his wiſdom. 
and before him ſhall be gathered all nations, and he 
ſhall ſeparate them one from another, che ſaints on his 
tight hand, and the wicked on the left: Now is mani- 
. felted chat Zion! is redeemed with judgment, and- her 
*Eonverts with righteouſneſs ; well might the Prophet 
with admiration lay, in Iſa, xiii, —Who is this that com- 
eth from Edom, with dyed gatinents, from Bozrah ? this 
that 55 glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 
of his ſtreugth, I that an, in anne OE: to 
ave. 
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of | ave. I have trodden the vine preſs alone, of the people, j 
none with me, for I will tread them in mine anger, and | 

in «trample them in mine fury, and their blood ſhall be 

ei | Ffprinkled upon my garments, for the day of vengeance 

ais in my heart, and the year of my redeemed is come, 

dz Thus wheo the captain of our ſalvation had finiſhed all 

n- | his ſufferings he refted from his labour and his works, 

r | follow him, which was manifeſted by his reſurreQion 


Us from the dead, who is the onlv righteous one that did 

ed 'good'unto the reſurrection of life, who only had power 

et. to come forth unto this life; who had deſtroyed death 

v and hell, and blotting out the hand writing of ordinan- 

ng res that was zgainſt us, which, was contrary to us, and 

el took it out of the way, nailing it to his croſs ; thus b 

5 his lofferings, and fulfilling the law for us, ſo we became 

ed righteous, He ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 

li- made a ſtiew of them openly,triumphing over them in it; 

i- as has before been mentioned; and as Chriſt who is 

1e God's fellow, and the true ſhepherd of the ſheep, was ta- 

ne ken, judged, and by juſtice, according to law and evi- 

1d gence, ſmitten and ſlain by his father's giving him up ö 

ee into the hands of the wicked for us. # 

to Now as a conqueror over all his enemies, having ſat- , 

v. is fed law and juſtice for us, to finiſh the tranſgrefſian { 

iy and to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation k 

ck for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 4 

ne and to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the 1 

he moſt holy, Dan. ix. 24,before mentioned, © | 
| So by the fame Jaw, juftice and evidences, by which | 

D- he was condemned, he is in the place of judgment, fudge 

n. ed to be perfectly righteous before God, and all them far | 
e whom he dird, are righteous in kim, and did” ariſe in | 
is him, and with him completely juſtified theie he preſent- 

I- ed to himſelt without blemiſh, having died for their of- | 
r fences, he now is raiſed for their juſtification, a view of | 
t this made Ifaiah fay who ig this that comeih from Edom | 
of with died garments, (the poſterity of Eſau z) he came 
7 from the valley of deciſion, having ended and finally de- i 
5 termined the controverſy his father had with all Refſh, at 


which time it ſeems he fought on the retreat, and - 
6: =" i 
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fall A elm to 575 fword of his father's . juſtice, in [the 
fame ſtreet of the great city which ally is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where alſo our Lord was crucified, 
it being the ſaine place where all his brethren was over- 
come wy killed by the beaſt, whoſe dead bodies * 
not ſuffered to be put into graves,— Rev. xi. 7, by 9. 
Nov l believe the fourth and laſt diſpenſation takes place, 
Whercin the viſion and the prophecy of the prophets are 
fulfilled, and ſealed up as true. 
But having power to take his life again, he is riten 
from the dead, with his brethren with him in triumphs 
of victory; Rev. xi. 15, 16, 17. Iſa. xxvi. 19. Thus 
did our Lord arife and come forth out of the grave, leav- 
ing his grave cloaths behind him, and brings the evi- 
dences of a conqueror with him on his garments, glori- 
ous in his apparel ; Rev. ix. 12. Travelling in the 
- greatneſs of his ſtreagth; I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs 
mighty to ſave:— and as he was red in his apparel, like 
one that had trodden the wine preſs of God's wrath, it 
appears that in the place of righteouineſs that iniquity 
Was there, for which he ſuffered ; this wicked, as Chriſt 
fits on the throne of his wiſdom did judge, for he ſaid, 
| Ha day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of 
y redeemed 75 come, the time appointed of God for 
the reformation to take place. 
Therefore he comes with great power and glory, in 
"the everlaſting love of the father, ſon and ſpirit, three 
in one, whoſe eſſence is love, which love is freedom to 
his redeemed ; but is the vengeance in his heart againſt 
the wicked, and he will trample them in his fury, and 
their blood ſhall be ſprinkled on his garments, and as 
there was none to help, his own arm brought - ſalvation 
Unto him, and his fury it upheld him. Thus the war 
Was in heaven, Michael and his angels fought againſt the 
Dragon, and the Dragon fought and his angels, and 
prevailed not, neither was there place found any more 
in heaven. 
This war as I ſaid before ſo ſay I again, being in 
Heaven, was in the mind or heart of man; the founda- 
tion and eſſence of it was fought in the mind and ſoul ot 


the 
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the captain of our ſalvation: for as he was, ſo are we !m 
chis world, and as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment. So Chriſt was once offer- 


ed to bear the ſins of 'many ; Reb. ix. 27, 28; And 


unto them that look for him, ſhall he appear the ſecon 
time, without fin unto ſalvation; therefore he appeats 


now in his reſurrection, righteouſneſs with life and pow- 
er, not to ſuffer for ſia, for he died once and dieth no 
more. | | AN” IN 
His coming once in the end of the Moſaic world, and 
appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, above 
mentioned ; this ended God's controverſy with all fleſh, 


both Jew and Gentile, as he ſaid John xvi. 33.—Theſe 


thicgs have I ſpoken unto you, that in me ye mighe 
Have peace, in the world ye ſhall have tribulation z but 
be of good cheer 1 have overcome the world. Theſe 
things concerning my ſuffering, 1 tell you of, which 
things muſt ſhortly come to paſs, - Rev. i. 1, Theres 


fore believe in me that you may have peace, -Ephe, i. 
6, and ii. 14. In the world ye ſhall have tribulation 2. 
(loo for it,) but be of good cheer, I have overeome the 


world; Joha xv. 18. Acts xiv. 22. Rom viii. 39. 


The world here ſignifies every thing that is imperfect; . 
or unrighteous, that may be aboliſhed, ſpoiled and ſha» 


ken, the tabernacle made with hands, the firſt houſe with 
all ics heavenly outward ſanity, and a worldly ſanctua- 
ry, that conſiſted only in meats and drinks, and divers 
waſhings and carnal ordinances, impoſed on them until 
the time of reformation, as before mentioned ; ſee Heb. 
ix. Theſe being a figure for the time then preſent, in 
which were both gifts and ſacrifices that could not make 
him that did the ſervice perfect. TR 

Therefore this firſt houſe corfiſting of types, figures, 
ſhadows, and baptiſms, as that of John's that muſt de- 


creaſe; for what need is there of figures or ſhadows, 
when the antitype and ſudſtance is come, which 1s; 
Chrit the kingdom of peace, life, and truth, which is the 
new heaven and new earth, for the firſt heaven and the 
Ki earth were paſſed away, and there were no more {ea ;, 


Rev. xi. 1. lia. Ixv. 17. For behold I create a new 
$6 2a | heavea 
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heaven and a new earth, and the former ſhall not be re- 
membered nor come into mind. I take the former houſe 
ort heaven and earth that ſhall not be remembered nor 
came into mind, ſignifies the dragon and his angels that 
Fought and prevailed not, neither was there place found 
any more in heaven, for in this heaven dwells righteoul- 
neſs and life eternal. This is manifeſted by the reſur- 
rection of the juſt, by which power and wiſdom, Chriſt 
the judge, divides between the juſt and the unjuſt, for 
there is a reſurreRtion of both uſt and unjuſt ; the reſur- 
rection of the unjuſt appeared as the ſetd of the ſerpent 
in bruiſing Chritt's heel, and did ariſe, being looſed for 
alittle ſeaſon and came forth, having done evil unto the 
reſurrection of dampation, which was clearly manifeſted 
by the lpite and great wrath of ungodly men, whoſe car- 
nal minds was hurried to erucify the joſt one, knowigg 
they had but a ſhort time, which I learn from Rev. x14, 
22. Rev, ix. 1, 2 and x#vii.'2, it being the time men- 
tioned above; Rev. xx. 9, 10; when Gog and Ma- 
gog came upon the earth and compaſſed the camp of the 
laints about and the beloved city, &c. called the Devil 
that deceived them, the ſpirit that works in the children 
of diſobedience, the number of whoſe names is the num- 
ber of a man, the many devices in men's heart, that the 
fire of God's love devoured, as before mentioned. 
Now as the Dragon, meaning fleſhly Juſt the ſon of 
perdition, our old man that was crucified with Chrift, 
whoſe head Chriſt bruiſer!, which is the whole power and 
eraft of myſtical and politic Babylon, that decelveth the 
Whole world. ; 64 


- 


So this whole world, many of them that ſleep in the 
duſt'of their earthy minds of fin and unbelief, awaked, 
ſeme-co everlaſting life, and fome to ſhame and everlaſ- 
ting contempt, as damnaion, theſe wicked that ate 
Chriſt's enemies, that did not feed the hungry dot 
cloath the naked; & c. as in Matt. #xv. Shall go away in- 
io everlaſting puniſhment, which everlaſting puniſhmeng, 
laſted day and night, it being che whole of the time, that 
Chriſt ſuffered the wrath of God for us, till juſtice was, 
completely ſatisfiec, and fad it is enough, and God” 
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raifed vp Jeſus, having looſed the pains of death, becauſe 
it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden of it, n 
can his brechren that he died for. 

Thus the old (erpent fin, was caſt out into the Ws 
and alli his angels as ſinful deceirful luſts, were caſt out 
with him. I underſtand theſe being caſt out into the 
earth, is Chriſt's making à diviſion between the ſheep 
and goats, the a and the vile; and that Which 
can be ſhaken, and that which cannot be ſhaken, and is 
eternal. So his ſpoiling principalities and the arbitary 


and cruel powers of the wicked, he made a ſhew of them 


openly, triumphing over them 1n ir, ſignifying the earth 
as ficſh, means all that is evil; fo is that which is ſpoiled, 

in Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3, there it is called being dead in rel 
paſſes and ſins, and walking according to the courſe ot 
this world, and che power of the prince of this world, 

the ſpirit that worketh in the children of di obedience 2 
among whom alſo, we all had our converſation. in time 


paſt in 1 the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the defires of the 
geſh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of 


wrath even as others. 


Thus I ihink it is eaſily underſtood by the ſcripture, 
that the ſerpent that beguiled Eve, that = Lord God 
curſed above all cattle, ſaying, Upon thy belly ſhale thou 


go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days of thy life ;— 


mult be deſtroyed and come to a final end, the meta- 
phor ſerpent ſignifies all creeping»animals. that feed on 
duit, and privately feek mifchief, ſo doth the Juſts and 
evil devices 1na man's heart. Therefore this ſerpents 


lite was as really limited as Adam's natural life was; ſee 
Iſa. Ixv. 25, laſt pari,—Duſt ſhall be the ferpent's meat. 


Ia lxv. 15 ; ſpeaking of the ſerpentine evil deceitful luſt 


of the fleſh, thus, And ye ſhall leave your name for a 


curſe unto my choſen, for the Lord God ſhall ſlay thee, 


and call his ſervants by another name; fee Gen, xxxii. 


28. Iſa. xii. 2. Acts xi. 26, John i. 12. Rev. iii. 14. 


Rev. ii. 17. 


Thus as the Lord God formed the crooked ſerpent, 
and curſed him, and gave him duſt for meat all the days 


of his lie, and put enmity between the ſerpent and the 
woman, 


h 


Foman, and between the ſeed of the woman and the feed 
. of the ſerpent, and faid che ſeed of the woman ſhould. . 
bruiſe the ſerpents head, and the ſerpent his heel; the 
Eſſence of the woman's ſeed is love, and the ſerpent's is 
enmity. So that the travel of thele two very oppolites, 
and the natural eft:As of their different travel, as the one 
is life and eternal peace, and the other is confuſion and 
death, has filled the whole ſyſtem of the ſcriptures of 
truth. Here the two are ſeparated by Chriſt. 
Therefore as Chriſt the deſire of all nations did come, 
and did determine all controverſies in his father's kings 
dom, by eſtabliſhing eternal peace, love and humanity 
vaiverſally, throughout all his dominions, and did gath- 
er our of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
that do iniquity, which was manifeſted by changing or 
taking away, as caſting out the diſpenſation of law, as 
the covenant which was faulty, becauſe the miniſtration of 
it was death, called the covenant of works, and reveal- 
ing the diſpenſation of the univerſal and eternal love 
of the grace of God to minkind, uncunditional, now 
made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life 
and immortality'to light through the goſpel, There- 
fore he ſaid, John xi. 31 ; ſpeaking of the power of the 
golpel to the people that heard God's voice, Now ig the 
judgment of this world; now ſhall the prince of this 
world be caſt out, and when his diſciples returned again, 
With joy ſaving, Lord even the devils are ſubject unto 
u, through thy name. He ſaid unto them, I beheld. 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven, - Luke x. 17, 18. 
Hence it is obvious, that this is what we are to under- 
- Rand dy Satan falling from heaven, and the prince of 
this world being judged and caſt out, and their place 
found no more in heaven. 
I take to be Chriſt's being born again, the firſt born 
from the dead, the firſt born among many brethren, and 
of every creature. Hereby is the great myſtery of God- 
Itneſs manifeſted, God was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified 
in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up to glory. This 
ht a tex Was 
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was witneſſed to from the beginning of the world, by 
God's work of creation, formation, and providence, re- 
vealed firſt by promiſe ; ſecondly, by propheſy ; thirdly, 
by the perſonal appearing of God our Saviour, in the 
fleſh, according to the ſcripture, 

Thus the word was made ficſh and dwelt among us, 
who did fulfill all that the father had given him to do, 
then he ſaid it is finiſhed, and gave up the ghoſt : and 
when he had lain in the grave the appointed time, he 
aroſe according to the ſcripture of truth, and made an 
open ſhew of what he had finiſhed, with triumphs of vie- 
tory, having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the 
law of commandments, contained in ordinances, that he 
might reconcile both Jew and Gentiles, unto God, in on 
body by rhe croſs, having flain the enmity thereby. 
Therefore he ſaid, the year of my redeemed is come z 
Rev. xii. 10,—And I heard a loud voice, ſaying in 
heaven, now is come ſalvation and ftrength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Chriſt, for 
the accuſer of our brethren. is caſt down, which accuſed 


them before our God day and night. 
This victory was gained by the blood of the Lamb, 


and the word of their reſtimony : : thereiore rejoice * 


heavens, and ye that dwell in them. 

Again ; This was manifeſted by has reſutrection pow- 
er, by his making a ſhew of it openly, triumphing 
over death, hell and the grave, when the vail of the tem- 
ple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and 


the earth did quake and the rocks rent; ſee Hapgai #7. 


7. And | will ſhake all nations, and the deſire of all na- 
tions ſhall come, and I fill this houſe with glory faith the 
Lerd of hoſt. And for a viſible witneſs of this. the 
2 were opened, and many bodies of the ſaints which 
ept aroſe and came out of the graves after his reſurrec= 
tion, and went into the holy city and appeared unto ma- 
ny; Acts x. 41. Theſe are living witneſſes that did eat 
and drink with him after he aroſe from the dead. And 
this was the great voice in this new heaven, ſaying, the 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingderas of our 
Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. 


— 6. 


rex! For this they gave thanks to God Jehovah, be- 
eauſe thou haſt taken to thee” thy great power, and haſt 
„ 

Thus was Jeſus the moſt holy annoinied, when he 
had ſealed up che viſion and prophecy, by folfitling the 
Jaw of Moles to à title, and thereby ſpoiled Prengel 
ties and powers, and blotting out the hand writings that 
was againſt us, &c. that there is no more types, ſhadows, 
metaphors, or a ſymbol to be made vie of now, in this 
ſpiritual houſe of new heavens, for the antitype is come, 
who is the ſubſtance, the deſire of all nations, triumph 
ing over all his adverfaries, who was the angel that John 
faw, Rev. zvi#i. 1, 2,—And after theſe things 1 ſaw 
another angel come down from heaven, having great 
power, and the earth was lighted with his power. And 
he eryed mightily with a ſtrong voice, ſayiog, Babylon 
the great is fallen is fallen, and | is become the habitation 
of devils, and the hold of every foul ſpirit, and a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird, This was the voice of 
"the power of Chriſt, in the underſtanding of man. See 
Exek. xliii. 2. Rev. ai. 19. Dan. xii. 4. 1 Kings xvii. 


9 

Thus by the light, power, and ſpirit of the goſpel, was 
life and immortality brow zhe to light. This was the 
Kone cut out without hands, which tmote the image up- 

on his feet, that were of iron and cl, and broke them 
to pieces; Dan. fi. 34. Tech. ii. 6, 7. I conclude by 
this image, we are to underftand all the falſe principles 
that unbelievers have imbibed and do practiſe, which they 
call religion, as felf-righreonſneſs, as their own works, 
and their zealous and fervent engagednels, in their reh- 
gious ſervices, &c. whereby walking ia their own coun» 


eil and craftineſs, they have made themſelves idol Gods, 


Which they worſhip, and alſo al} cheir ſyſtem of nation- 
al laws, and political government, as has been mention- 

ed before in many particulars, in the travel of myſtical 
and politic Babylon. Now as Babylon winch is the evil 
devices in the heart of man, and their wicked practiſe; 
ſee Jer. xviii. 11, 12, 18,-This was great Babylon, 
that came ia remembrance before God, to gire unto her 
the 
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the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath, Thug 
with violence ſhall that great city Babylon, (unbelief and 


enmity) be caſt down, and ſhal! be found no more at all z- 


and no crafts-man of whatiloever craft he be ſhall be 
found any more in thee, And there came a great voice 
out of the temple of heaven from the throne, ſaying, it is 
done; ſeeRev. xvi, 1), 19. Rev, xvii, 21, 22, part of 


each verſe, Thus | think it is manifeſted by the relur- 


rection ot the glorious conqueror, the captain of our ſal- 
vation; that he did fulfill the promiſe that the, feed of 
the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpents head, which was 
given to the firſt generation, and had fulfilled all that 
the prophets ſaid concerning him, and that had finiſhed 
tranſgreſſion and made an end of fins, and did make te- 
conciliation for iniquity, and did bring in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, now was the viſion and the prophecy feal- 
ed up, and che moſt holy aanoinced, and did ariſe out of 
the grave, and as one of the many that ſlept in the duſk 
of the earth, and as the firſt born of many brethren, they 


being with him and in him. 80 he for them and wick 


them, did awake and come forth to the reſurreftion of 
life, who ſaid lam the refurre&ion and the life, who on- 
Iy had done good unto the reſurtrection of life; that as 
you may fiad in the firſt chapter of Coloſſians, That in 
all chings he might have the pre- eminence. | 

Now as the king of kings and Lord of Lords has deſ- 
troyed all his enemies as undelief and the enmity of the 


carnal mind, &c, that did appear in the place of judge? 
ment, and ſo was faid to come forth, having done evil 
unto the reſurreftion of damnation, hame and everlatt- 


ing contempt, for the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven agzinſt all unrighicouſnets and ungodlineſs of 
men, and the man ſaved, that did before the light of 
Chriſt ſhined into their hearts, hold the truth in un- 
rightenuineſs ; but believing the truth are now. made 
free by Chriſt, from ſin and death, and now appears £9 
them to be true, what John ſaw, Rev. xxi. And I ſaw a 
new heaven anda new earth: for the firit heaven and the 
firſt earth were paſſed away and there was no more ſea. 
This is the new heayen 1 new earth propheſied ny 
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Iſa. Isv. 1 Bchold I create new heavens and a new 
earth, and the former ſhall not be remembered, nor come 


Into mind ; {ee iſa, $111, 18. 


I rake the new heaven and new earth to be the body 
and {pirit of Jeſus Chriſt, his perfect body in which — 
fofered, and was made a ſacrifice for fin; bis ſpirit the 
Godhead, as power, wiſdom, love, and eternal holineſs, 
&c, this houſe cannot be ſhaken nor paſs away, for it 18 
an houſe not made with hands eternal in the heavens, 


which was manifeſted by the refurrection of Jeſus our 


Saviour. By this manifeſtation of our Lord, we may 
clearly underſtand the difference between the firit houſe 
or temple that had a worldly ſanctuary, Ggnifying holi- 
neſs a place of refuge for offenders, the altar and all the 


' facrifices were of earth, and the prieſts were imperfect, 


ſinful man, which went into the firſt tabernacle accompli- 
ſhing the ſervice of the Lord, but into the ſecond went 
the high prieft alone, as in Heb. ix. before cited. So 
that all the rituals and ſervices was but a figure, for the 
time then preſent, &c. to which orders the pits gave 
conſtant attention, with zeal and much dependance, for 
the explation, ſatisfying, and makingamend for their of- 
fences, in that dark and cloudy day, under the diſpenſa- 
tion of Moſes' law, which were ſhadows of good things 
to come, till a of reformation, which ſhadows 
and covenant of works was a bondage, er a yoke 
which neither our father's nor we are able to bear; 
Acts xv. 10. Gal. iv. 26,— But Jeruſalem which 


is the mother of vs all, as in Heb. æii. 22,--But ye are 


come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable 


company of angels; and in 23 and 24 verſes, —Thus 


to the general afſembly and church of the firſt born, 


Which are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, 


and to the ſpirits of juſt mea made perfect, and to Jeſus 
the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 


ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. 


Here I conſider we may eaſily ſee the difference between 
the former and the laiter hone, or heaven, as tepreſent- 


ed 
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ed by the ſcriptures of truth, both in conftitution and du- 
ration; allo, the character of the inhabitants of each 
houſe or heaven, 

Again; The poſition and poſſeſſion, as the actual 
enjoyment that each of theſe inhabitants now have in 
this life, emanated to them from the faundation on which 


the minds of each party is built. To theſe particulars 


1 have no need to enlarge, having ſaid ſo much of the 
lame kind already; Therefore as the firtt heaven was only 
figurative, & being conſtituted earthy, (pointed to Chriſt 
the new heaven, and the new earth) whole duration was 
periodical and did paſs away, as John ſaid, The char> 
ater of the inhabitants of this houſe, was the children of 
the bond woman, and was born after the fleſh, for this 
Ager is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to Je- 
ruſalem, which now is, and is in bondage with her chil- 
dren ; this you may read at large ia the ivth chap. of 
Galatians, 

So find the character of the children of the bond wo- 
man, to be mankind in a natural ſtate, walking in un- 
belief under the power of the covenant of works, the 
miniſtration of which law is death to the unbeliever, be- 
cauſe of weakneſs; therefore what emanates to them 
from this poſition, for their poſſeſſion was thunderings 
from Mount Sinai, who thereby are in bondage, under 
the elements of this world through fear of death, all the 
days of their life time, to which hap are ſubject, while 
they live in unbelief, Thus the ſinners in Zion are 
afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the hypocrite, the hope 
of the hypocrite periſheth, and the joys of the wicked 
are but for a moment. So all pertaining to the coven- 
ant of works, ſignifying the bond woman and her fon, 
was caſt out, which cannot inheric the kingdom of heave 
en, and was aboliſhed by the reſurrection of Chriſt, by 
which aſſurance is given to all men. 

Now on the other hand the difference appears plain, in 
every particular above mentioned, for the conſtitution 
of the new heaven and its duration is eternal, that can» 
not be ſhaken, but remains. This heaven is God's 
throue forever, and the habitation of che juſt ; the _ 
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ter of the inhabitants of the new heavens and new 


| robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb, 


who were choſen of Godin Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began; ſo was of the free woman by promiſe, which 
promiſe is, becaule I live you ſhall live allo, therefore 
the emanations of God to them in this, liſe is joys un- 


Jpeakable and full of glory; this life in God is their eter» 


nal inheritance. To this John gave witneſs, Rev. xi. 
2, And 1 John ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem,com- 
ing down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 


adorned for her huſband. 


Thus when the firſt heaven and the firſt earth were 
paſſed away, and there was no more ſea (of affliction), 
which was elementary, things made; Gen. i. 31: as 


they were made by Chriſt and for Chriſt; And God ſaw 


every thing that he had made, and behold it was very 
good; for out of the mouth of the moſt high proceed- 


eth hot evil and good; fo all things were at Chriſt's 


diſpoſal; that altho' they were at this time innocent, and 


in this ſtate, was not willing to be ſubje& to vanity ot 


bondage, yet Chriſt, who had a right ſo to do, did make 


them ſubj ct to vanity on his own account, and did ſub- 


zect them in hope, that by his name alone they might be 
ja ved from this bondage and death, and raiſed to life 
eternal in him who is God's anointed, who hath done all 


things well. — This 1 believe Paul had reference to, 


Rom. vii. 20. 

Thus J lay it appears to me, that God did appoint, 
and make, and order all things for his own glory, and is 
clearly manifeſted by the firſt appearing of our dSlefled 


tedecimer, in the end of the Moſaic world, who did ſuf. 


fer and do all the father required of him io do, that his 
bride might be fully cleared and diſcharged from con— 
demnation, death and hell, that through death he might 
geftfoy him that had the power of death, that is the 
devil, &c. and thus delivered his bride from the fear of 


bondage and death. So the enemy's place was found 
4 more in heaven, that is Chriſt's righteous foul and 


dody, to erueity him again for the old ſetpent the devil, 


and 
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and all his angels was as lightning caft out into the 
earth, and as 1 believe, reckoned to be the deceitful 
luſts of the fleſh, called the ola man that was crucified 
with Chiik ; fo having died once he dieth no more, but 
taking his life again, and unto them that look for him 
Mall he appear the ſecond time, without fin unto ſalva- 
tion. | 


I take this to be the laſt diſpenſation, as Jeſus told 


his diſciples, John xiv. 3,—If I go and prepare a place 


for you, I will come again and receive vou unto myſelf, 
that where | am bere ye may de alſo; this is my laſt and 
ſecond appearing viſibly on earth, having made an end 


of fins, I come the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation, 


and ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of prieſts, an holy 
nation. Exod, xix. 6,—And ye ſhall reign on the earth. 
Now them that looked for him was his bride, the holy 
City, the new Jeruſalem, theſe are come to Mount Zion, 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
which is free, the mother of us all. Here is no ſhad- 
ows, no rituals, here is the enjoy ing God in the ſpirit, in 


the ſubſtance, in the light, life and power ; theſe are 


gathered to the general aſſembly and church of the firſt 
born, Which are Written in heaven, who really enjoy Je- 
jus and reign with him on the earth, who is the media- 
tor of the new covenant, who did propitiate for the ſins 
of the whole world. Theſe Chriſt preſented to himſelf 
without blemith ; fee Ephe. v. 25, 26, 27.— Thus the 
church came down from God out of heaven, with the 
robe of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, compared to fine linen 
clean and white, which is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints, 
in this garment they were adorned, and did ſtand com- 
pletely juſtified before God, in divine union with God, 
being laved and choſen of God. in Chriſt Jeſus before 
the world began, which is their eternal right of inheri- 
tance, and now Hanifeſted to them by the teſurrection 
of Chriſt, the witneſs and aſſurance of this inheritance 
they receive by the iatih of Jeſus, who gave gifts unto 
men, &c. that God might dwell amongſt them; ſo the 
king's daughter is all glorious within ; then he ſaid, 


verſe 3, And I heard a great voice out of heaven, ſay- 


ing, 


g 
1 
| 
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ing, behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, and 
God himſelf ſhall be with them and be their God. 
- Here was God's covenant faithfulneſs, manifeſted to 
his church and people, which was made known to Mo- 
ſes, when he was about to deliver his church out of 
Egypt, and flay his enemies ; Exod. iv. 22, 23.—Say 
unto Pharaoh faith the Lord, Iſrael is my fon even my 
firſt born. Let my ſon go, that he may ſerve me. See 
Gen. xxxii, 28. Heb. xii. 13; here is the type and an- 
titype. 
I believe this to be the glorious time of Zion, coming 
out the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved, as God ſaid 
I will call you by my name, for ye are mine. This is 
the day propheſied of in 2 Sam. xxiii. where in David 
point to Chriſt the captain of our ſalvation, who overcome 
the world, fin and death, 
of the morning, when the ſun riſeth, a morning without 
a cloud, &c. John i. 9g, That was the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 2 Pet. 
1. 19,—We have alſo a more ſure word of prophecy, 2 
light that ſhineth in a dark place, &c. verſe $,—Al- 
though my houſe 5% not ſo with God; I take this to be 
the earthy houſe, firſt heavens and tabernacle. 2 Sam. 
vi. 18. Pla. viii. 3. Then he laith, yer he hath made 
with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and fure, for bis is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire, 
although he make it not to grow, that is Chriſt the new 
heaven, not yet come in the fleſh, according to the or- 
der of the covenant. 
But the n of Belial all be all of them as thorng 
thurſt away, becauſe they cannot be taken with hands, 
theſe ſons of Beiial is the natural man, that will not have 
- Chriſt to reign over thera becauſe they hated him, theſe 
wicked was to be burnt with fire in the ſame place, 
ver. 6, 7. Ver. 10, — And the Lord wrought a great 
victory that day, and the people returned after him on- 
ly to ſpoil, chat is to enjoy the purchaſed bleſſings that 
EN. — wien his own molt precious wy 
avg 


as a type of Chriſt, did bo deſtroying the Philiſtines, 


erſe 4; who was as the light 
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thus we ſee that all the holy prophets did foretell the 
the churches freedom from bondage, under which they 
were kept by the rituals and ſhadows of Moſes” law, and 
the elements of this world, until the time of this refor= 
mation, the great and glorious Jubilee; this is tlie day 
the Lord hath made, in it the ſaints rejoice and are glad, 
the light thereof is as the light of ſeven days in one, 
Ifaiah ſpake of this day, Iſa. xxxiii. 20, £1,—Look upon 
Zion the city of our ſolemnities: thine eyes ſhall ſee Je- 
ruſalem a quiet habitation, and a tabernacle gh ſhall 
not be taken down, nor one of the ſtakes thereof ſhall 


ever be removed, neither ſhall any of the cords thereof 


be broken. But there the glorious Lord wi/l be unto 
us a place of broad rivers and ſtreams, wherein ſhall go 
no galley with oars, neither ſhall gallant ſhips paſs 
thereby. See Pla, x{vii, 1. Pla, xlviii. Matt. xvi. 18. 


John xvii. 12. Pla. x/vi, Rev. xxi. 1. before mention» 
* | | 


the reſurrection of his body that they had crucified and 


ſlain, and alſo the vail of the cemple being rent in twain 


from the top to the bottom, and the earth did quake and 


the rocks rent; and the graves were opened and many 


bodies of the ſaints which ſlept aroſe, and came out of the 
graves after his reſurrection, and went into the holy city 
and appeared unto many, as before mentioned, was the 
fulfilling what Iſaiah mentions, Iſa. æxvi. 19,-Thy. 
dead men ſhall live together with my dead body, ſhall 


they ariſe, awake and ling, ye that dwell in the duſt, for- 


thy dew 1s a the dew of herbs and the earth ſhall caſt 


out the dead. Theſe texts with Ezek. xxxvii. 11. 14. 


Dan. xii. Rev. xi. 11. I think clearly ſhows that as 
Chriſt did deſtroy death and hell, and did epenly triumph 
_ over all the powers of darkneſs; that his churches, his 
bride, the general aſſembly, the church of Chriſt, the 


firſt born, did ariſe and ſtand upon their feet in him and 


with him, as the witneſſes, at that time by the ſpirit of 


God; fo that the enemies, the Centurion, and they that 
were with him watching Jeſus, ſaw the earth quake, and 


thoſe things that were done they feared greatly, ſaying, 


Truly 


I perceive that by Chriſt's making a viſible ſhow of 
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T rly this was the fon of God. Therefore it is my 
opinion, that this is the laſt and general reſurreRion z 
alſo, the laſt and general judgment, for the determining 


and ſeteling all affairs in God's kingdom and family 


forever, that the holy ſcriptures gives any account of, 


T do not remember but one time that God appointed for 


2 day of judgment, and that Paul mentions in Acts xvii, 


it beipg a day he appointed to judge the world in right- 


eouinets, by that man Jeſus, whom he ordained, whereof 


he hath given aſſurance to all men, in that he raiſed him 
from the dead, who did come once in the end of the 
World, to put away fin by the facrifice of himſelf; for 


the father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg- 


ment unto the ſen, whoſe judgment was true and right- 
eus, for he was à burning and a ſhining light; ſhall not 
the judge of all the earth do right. So that by his judg- 


ment the adverſarics of the Lord ſhall be broken. to 
pieces, out of heaven fhall he thunder vpon them, the 


Lord ſhall jedge the ends of the earth, and he ſhall give 


ſtrength unto his king, and exact the horn of his anoint- 


ed. See 1 Sam. ii. 10, Pla. ii. 2, 9. Matt. xxviii. 
18. 


Thus I find the Prophets and Apoſtles agree, that 
Chriſt's coming into this world, and by his tuffering, 
dieing, and riſing from the dead, did complete the laſt 


reſurrection and the laſt judgment, which was manifeſt- 
ed as an undeniable truth, that through death he deſ- 


troyed him that had the power of death, that is the devil, 
or as the Apoſtle ſpeaking without a metaphor, calls (in, 


For by one man (in entered into the world, (mark,) and 
death by fin, and ſo in lite manner death paſſed upon all 


men, for that all have ſinned. 

IT think that by the word Devil, we are to underſtand, 
all unrighteouſneſs, that is, ſin. So it was fin that was 
that him, that had the power of death, that Chrift deſ- 
troyed or aboliſhed, by which means all men on whom 
death paſſed, becauſe they all had finned, were ſet free 
from fin and death. Ifa xlii. 21,—The Lord is well 
pleaſes for his righteouſneſs ſake, he will magnify the 
law and make it honorable, Sce IIa. Ixii. 4. Ila. xliii. 4. 


| $9 
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go the law being fulfilled could not bring a condemning 
accuſation, againſt any one of the all men that had fins 
ned, on whom death had paſſed, becauſe that Jeſus did 
appear at this appointed time, and did according to the 
Icrip:ure aboliſh death, the laſt enemy, and took away 
its (ting. So fin is dead, and did for them bring life 
and immortality to light through the goſpel, which Paul 
cails a myſtery which hath been hid from ages, and from 
generations, but now is made manifeit to his ſaints. See 
Col. i. 26, 27, 28. Matt. xiii. 11. Rom. xvi. 25. 
Acts xxvi. 22. 23. 


Although this myſtery was kept in ſecret, under the 


ſhadows and carnal ordinances by the diſpenſation of 


Moſes” law, ſince the world began ;—but now is made 


maniteſt in Chriſt; by the commandment of the ever- 
laſting God to all nations, by the goſpel diſpenſation, in 
which every man is preſented perfect in Jeſus Chriſt our 
righteouſneſs. | | 

So it appears to me, that according to truth, that this 
is the laſt reſurrection, for Chriſt ſaid, I am the reſur- 
reftion and the life; ſo except he dieth again he cannot 
be ſaid to riſe to life again, but inaſmuch as ke did by 
this reſurrection, power and wiſdom, fully and eternally 
finiſh all the father gave him todo on earth viſſibly, have 
ing ſeen the travel of his ſoul and was ſatisfied, and have 


ing taught his diſciples how to conduct, and how and 


what te preach, and teach to the world of mankind, 
even all nations in his name, promifing them his ſpirit= 


ual preſents to the end of the world, then did the bleſſed 


conqueror in triumphs aſcend and received up into glo- 
ry, laying, Here am and the children without blemiſh, 
which thou father haſt given me. Now the church ſhall 


ſee him no more, with natural eyes, but he hath promi= 


ſed to ſend the holy ghoft, that ſhell guide into all truth 
and open to them the ſcripture, and teach them things to 
come. 


This ſpiric of God was the comforter that cometh 


from the father and the ſon: it is by the ſpirit che ſaints 
know God. So by the ſpirit of truth, John faith, 1 Joh. 
iv. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and ke in 

1 | ws; 
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vs, 1 0 he hath given us of his ſpirit, In the be- 
ginning of this chapter he ſays, Beloved, believe not 
every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they be of God, 
and giveth this reaſon, becauſe many falſe prophets are 


gone ont into the world, every ſpirit that confeſſeth that 
Jeſus 5 is come, in the fleſh ie of God; and every 


Jptrit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 


fleſh is not of God; and this is the ſpirit of anti- Chriſt, 
whereof you have heard that it ſhould come, and even 
now already is it in the world. 

Then the Apoitle goes on to ſhow the difference be- 
tween the Piet of truth and the ſpirit of error, both in 
this chapter and through this whole epiſtle; it ſeems to 
be the great and hearty Gefire of this beloved diſciple, 
that his brethren ſhould walk in the truth and enjoy God 
in this New Jeruſalem ſtate, in the perfe&eſt manner 
poſſivle z therefore he recommends to hem, grace of 
love: that is God's eſſence, verſe 16 & ſays, - And we have 
known and believed the love God hath to us, God is 
love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. Verſe 17,—Herein is our love made per- 
ect that we may have boldnels in the day of judgment, 
decauſe as he is, ſo are we in this world. Verſe 1%,— 
There is no fear in love, but perfect love caſteth out fear: 
becauſe fear hath torment : he that feareth js not made 


perfect in love. Sce 1 John ii. 6. 2 Pet, i. 4. Song ii. 


16. 2 Tim. i. 7. Phil. ii. 12. 


By theſe texts of ſcripture above read and cited, ** 
think clearly ſhows the vital union and owneſs, yea may 


I not ſay and likeneſs alſo, that there is with Chriſt and 


his bride which union never was, nor never can be bro- 
ken. So it is the fame now as it was before the world 
began ; although they by unbelief and wicked works, 
did looſe their righteous character, and the preſent enjoy- 
ments of their heavenly ioheritance { yet as this heaven- 
ly inheritance was inſured to theſe heirs of God and glo- 
Ty, as an abſolute, good, indefeaſible eſtate, in fee ſimple 
and that forever. So they could not finally be deprived. 
thereof, by all the powers of darkneſs and Viele 3 
Jer the certainty of their being brought back from cap- 


tivitys 
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tivity, to enjoy their own land again, was diſpoſited in 


the hands of an abſaloute and faithful mediates As hat 


been before mentioned. 

Here appears the new heaven and the new earth, where= 
in dwells righteouſneſs, without a type or a carnal ordi- 
nance : theſe worſhip God, in ſpirit and truth, here in 
this life, in the fellowſhip of the ſpirit; theie follow the 
lamb whereſyever he goeth : theſe are they that believe 
in Chriſt as the ſcripture hath ſaid, and by him are juſti- 
fied from all things from which they could not be juſti- 
fied by the law of Moſcs, as Paul obſerves in his travel, 
Gal. ii. 19, 20,—For I though the law am dead to the 
law, chat | might live uato God. I am crucified with 
Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
me, and the life which I now live in the fleſh ; 1 live by 
the faith of the ſon of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
ſelf for me; See Rom, viii. 3. 1 Cor. vii. 10. Rom. vi. 6. 
Ephe. iii. 17. 


Thus Paul being crucified with Chriſt, he was freed 


from the law of fin and death; for God ſeading his 
own ſon in the likeneſs of fiatu) fcth; and for En con- 
demned fin in the fleſh; ſee x Pet. ii. 24. So Chriſt 
bareing our fins in his own body, we are dead to fin, 
that we might live unto righteouſneſs. This is the life 
Paul ſpake of ſaying but Chriſt liveth in me; ſo the life 
he lived | in the flzth, was by the faith of Chriſt, or by 
Chriſt's faith; inthe 1 Epiſtle of John iti. 7, —Little 
children let no man deceive you, (in this matter of by- 
ing unto God, in this life without ſinniag, which you 
may do, appears evident,) as he that doth righteouſneſs 
is righteous, even as he is righteous, for he that is born 
of God cannot fin; verſe 9; becauſe he is horn of God, 


but theſe have no confidence in the fleſh, but walk in 


the newnels of che ſpirit, not in the oldneſs of the lie- 
ter. | | 
Thus John ſaw the Holy City, New Jeruſalem, com- 
ing (with Chriſt's righteous garment on) as a bride a» 
dorned (by God,) prepared for her huſband ; and as ſhe 
came from God out of Heaven, a voice came out of the 


Wrone, ſaying, praiſe our God, all ye his icrvants, and 


ye 


ye that fear b both ſmall and great. Let us be glad 
and 5 and give honor to him: for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herſelf ready. 
There are many particular obſervations to be confidered 
concerning Chriſt and his church, contained in Rev, 

xix, and xxi ; which I ſhall omit for want oftime. In 

Pet. xix. 1, 2, the Lords name is glorified by the peo- 
ple in heaven, for true and righteous are his judgments, 
for he hathjudged the great whore, which did corrupt 
the earth with. her fornication, aud hath avenged the 
blood of his ſervents at her hand; and the redeemed laid 


Alleluia, and her ſmoke roſe up for ever and ever. Is 

| Thus our Lord appear faithful and true, and in right- g 
il eouſneſs he doth judge and make war, and gained the It 
| victory for his bride, by his rifing from che dead, and his I 
bride with him. Im 
Therefore | believe that Jahn had reference to the ap- n 

pointed time when Jeſus aroſe ftom the dead, as before G 

laid, when he aid, I ſaw a new heaven and a new earth, b 

for the old is paſſed away, &c. This was the time when ce 
glorious things was ſpeken of the city of God, for the te 

king had come to Zion having falvation ; this was the c| 

time Iſalah propheſied of, IIa li. and i. which you may N 

read for ſatisfaction ; and then gives this as an abfolvte | C 
foundation of their hope, that cannot fail; ſee Ia. liv. * 

5,.— For thy maker #s . huſband, (the Lord of hoſt a 

n his name 9 and thy redeemer the holy one of Iſrael, a 


the God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. See Ho- 2 
ſea it. 19. Dan. ii. 44. Obadiah verſe 21. Theſe ſay- ] 


ings of ine prophets, ſignifies the ſame that Chriſt men- n 

tions by way of parables, Matt, xxii. at the beginning. 2 
Matt. xxy. 10. Luke xiv. 1610 the 25. 2 Cor. xi, 2, | 
Ephe. v. 32. a 

I ' under ſtand that our e a ſpecial reference p 

by theſe parables, to the glorious day of the relurrection, tl 

as in Iſa. xi. 11, Aud it (hall come to paſs in that day, o 
rbb the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond time, 4 


to recover the remnant of his people, &c. See Jer. xvi. 

14, 15, Alt which fully proves that Chriſt came to te 

ſeck that which was wot, and did ariſe from the dead li 
to | 


| . - 
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tc reveal himſelf to his ancient bride, that he was mars 
ried to before the world began, and bring his covenant 
people Iſrael into their promiſed reſt, mat he had pro- 
miſled their fathers, by aboliſhing the rituals of the firſt 
covenant that was falry, and maniſeſt life and immortali- 
ty ia and by himlelf through the goſpel, without a cer- 
imony or carnal ordinance, or worldly ſanctuary, and 
thereby did cauſe the old heaven and the old earth to paſs 
away, &c. and did bring in the goſpel diſpenſation, 
which was good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to 
all people; this was the goſpel feaſt, the ſound whereof 
is gone through ail Chriſt's dominion ; this ſound of 
good news was heard and received by a heathen nation; 
Ia, Ixv. 1, -I am ſought of them that aſked not for we, 
I am found of them that ſought me not: I ſaid, behold 
me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my © 
name. Here the prophet declares the univerſal love of 
God to all nations, which was mentioned in Joel iii. 12, 
before cited; Thus let the heathen be awakened, and 
come up to the valley of Jehoſhapar, for there will ] fic 
to judge all the heathen round about. Theſe heathen by 
character was God's enemies, who had not the benefit of 
Moſes“ law, they had no regard to God's precepts, which 
God promiſed to give to his fan; Pla, it. 6, 7, $,— 
Who he ſec king on his holy hill of Zion, ſaying, thou 
art my ſon, this day have I begotten thee, Aſk of me 
and I ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. 
Theſe are called Gentiles that fought not God, and was 
nat called by his name, yet being included 1a the coy- 
enant of his peace, ordered in all things and ſure, 

So according to God's decree was this day awakened, - 
and did come up to the valley of Deciſion, to be judged, 
pardoned and juſtified. See Ia. Ix. 3,—And ye Gen- 
tiles ſha!} come to thy light, and kings to the brightneſs 
of thy riſing. See Mal. i. 11. Ia. Ixii. 2, Iſa. xlii. 6. 
Iſa. xlix. 6. Jer. xi. 19. | 

Thus by the riſing of the king of glory, and coming 
to Zion, to ſet the priſoners free, the Gentiles ſaw the 
light of the goſpel, according to Chriſt's parables peu 

| | Eto 
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.. Cited, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certaiy 
King which made a marriage for his ſon. 

This was the goſpel diſpenſation that the Jews rejec- 
ted, making many excuſes, ſome one way and ſome 4. 
tber, & they would not come. The firſt ſervants the 
King ſent I take to be the prophets, ſent to Iſcacl; lee 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. Zech. i. 4. And he ſent forth 
other ſervants, ſaying, all things are ready come to the 
marriage, but they made light of it and went their way, 
Kc. And the remnant took his ſervants and treated 
them ſpitefully and flew them. Theſe ſervants I take to 
be John and them in his diſpenſation ; Matthew iii. 1. 
Acts iv. 17. But when the king heard thereof, he was 
wroth, and ſent forth his armies and deftroyed thoſe mur- 
cherers, and burnt their city. Thele murtherers was the 
wicked rulers, that dwelt in Jeraſalem, that cauſed God's 
people to err; theſe are the enemies mentioned in Luke 
&Ix. 2, 47, 44. Luke xvi. 23. Luke xiti. 14, 24. 
Theſe were they whoſe minds are governed by unbeliet 
andenmity.; I believe the deſtruction threatened againſt 
the Jews, was the deſtroying the temple, the firſt heaven 
and their falſe way of worſhip, that would not admit of 
Chriſt's ſpiritual rei zn: that there ſhould not be left 
one ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown down; 
Matt. xxiv. 2. So theſe being firſt bidden were not 
worthy, John i. 11. He came unto his own and his 


own received him not; Rom. ix. 5. Luke ix. 14. 


Then the ſervants went out into the high ways, and gach- 
ered together all as many as they found, both bad and 
good, and the wedding was furniſhed with guelts, For 


as the Jews to whom the word of God was firſt ſpoken,” 
rejected it, and thereby judged themſelves unworthy of 


everlaſting life. Lo faith che Apoſtle, we turn to the 
Gentiles, — Acts ii. 26. 

For the ſound of this goſpel had gone out even to the 
ends of the earth, and gathered the univerie of mankind 
to hear the ſound thereof; but Iſrael that ſought rigbt- 


eouſneſs by the law, obtained rot, but the elect obtained 


and the reſt were blinded, - Rom. xi. 7, 8. And when 


the King came to ice the gueſts, he ſaw there a man 
which 


(xt 


2 | which had not on the wedding garment ; Jam. #91. 7. 
Theſe are naked without Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and 
+ || have not put on the new man, which is renewed im 
= | knowledge, after the image of him that created. him 
e 2 Cor. v. 3. Ephe. iv. 24. Coloſſi. iii. 10. And he 
© I faid unto him friend, how cameft thou in hither not ha- 
eving a wedding garment, and he was ſpeechleſs; for by 
ie the deed of che law, no fleſh living can be juftified in the 
„fight of God, for by the law is the knowledge of fin. 
d I Then faid the king to the ſervants, bind him hend and 
e ſoot, and take him away, and caſt bim into outer dark- 
I, Wines : there hall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth; 
as ſee Matt. xiii. 41, 42. | 
r- Thus when king Jeſus by his ſpirit and word ſhines 
de into the underſtanding, it puts the old man, or natural 
3 ſiaful man, into diftreſs and anguiſh, for whatſoever 
de truth binds on earth is bound in heaven, and whatſoever 
4. it looleth on carth ſhall be looſed in heaven,— Matthew 
et viii. 18. | 
1 Now although this parable, as well as all Chriſt's ſay- 
en iags, concerned all the generations of God's people from 
of ih beginning of the world, yet I believe it had a more 
particular reference to this day and age of the world, 
1; when Chriſt ſhould come, and manifeſt the goſpel diſ- 
Or Fpenfation, as has been before mentioned, and that blind- 
11s Jneſs in part happened to Iſrael, as Jeſus ſaid when the 
4. {Centurion believed; Matt. viii. 11, 12,—And I fay 
1- Junto you, that many ſhall come from the Eaſt and from 
d Jthe Weſt, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac and 
Fr Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, But the children of 
> the kingdom ſhall be caſt out into outer darkneſs, there 
mall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. | 
Here Chriſt ſpake ot the goſpel day, that ſhould 
ſhine through the whole world, as propheſied of in 
Mal. i. 11,—For from the rifing of the ſun even vnto 
the going down of the fame, my name fall be great 
_ [among the gentiles, and in every place incenſe Mall be 
offered in my name, and a pure oftering for my name 
bell be great among the heathen, faith the Lord of hoſts. 
ee Iſa. I. 5. Iſa. æxv. 6. 7. In this day of the goſ- 
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| bel feat the Lord will deſtroy in this mountain, the e 
the covering caſt over all people, and the vail that is ſpread 
over all nations. This i is the kingdom of heaven, the 
name of the Lord into which the righteous flee and are 
ſaved ; theſe come to the marriage, but the children of 
the kingdom ſhall be caft out, meaning Jews under the 
law diſpenſation ; fee Rom. ix. 4. That appears plain 
in Matt. xxv. 1 to the 13. Then ſhall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which _ their 
lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom ; five of 
them were wiſe and five were fooliſh ; they that were 
fooliſh, took their lamps and took no oil with them; 
but the wiſe took oił in their veſſels with their lamps. 


Note, The kingdom of heaven was likened to the 


five fooliſh, as really as to the wile, which ſignifies both 
Jews and Gentiles, are equally in God's fight included 
under ſin, and fo likewiſe are equally in eternal union 
with him ia the covenant of his peace, unconditional te 
both. Therefore the whole race of mankind in this 
characker are called virgins, as in Pla, Iv. 13, 14,— 
The kings daughter is all glorious within, her clothing 
is of Me gold. She ſhall be brought unto the King 
in raiment of needle work : the virgins her companions 
that follow her, ſhall be brought unto thee. 

Now then the diffecence was in their travel in this 
life, the Jews God's profeſſed people, who as a nation 
at this time had revolted from God, and did ſlumber and 
ſleep in their own righteouſnets, in their own ſealed 


houſe, being | ignorant of the righteouſneſs of God, fo 


Nept with the Geatiles till the midnight cry, Behold 


the bridegroom cometh, go 0 -& ro meet him. See 


Mark xiii. 35. Rom. xii, 11. James i. 2. Matt. 
*x19. 31. Luke x11, 35 0 ihe bs Songs ni. 11. Rev. 


*. 12. 
The Jews 1 alle to be the fooliſh virgins, that God 


once did cauſe their lamps to burn according to his pur- 


poſe, that was for the time then preſent; but now in the 


end of the law diſpenſation, and Chriſt's coming in the 


power and ſpirit of the goſpel diſpenſation, which is to 


continue to the end of the world. This dim ſhadowy 
light 


— 


153) 


light did go out, this cauſed them to aſk oil of the wiſe, 
hy they were denied, becavle they aſked amils, for they 
aſked it of man and not of God. But the Gentiles hear- 
ing by the power of the ſpirit of God, received the grace 
of God in their hearts and were glad, and glorified the 
word of the Lord, and theſe had oil in their lamps, and 
while the fooliſh went to buy the bridegroom came, and 
they that were ready went in with him to the marriage, 
and the door was {hut ; afterwards came allo, the other 
virgins, ſaying, Lord Lord open to us, but he anſwered, : 
and ſaid, verily 1 ſay unio you, I know vou not, 

1 vederſtand, them that were ready and went with. - 
the bridegroom to the marriage, was thoſe mentioned in 
Acts xiii. 47, 48, laſt pari,—And as many as were or- 
dained to eternal liſe believed. Theſe having obtained, 
ſhall have more abundance ; John i. 16. But the og 
or whoſoever hath not the true goſpel faith, and believe 
in Chriſt, from them ſhall Pe taken away even that he 
hath, that they ſhall have no more benefit by the cere- 
monial law, that pointed to Chrift, which law they abu- 
ſed, and now is taken from them and is aboliſhed z fee 
Matt. xiii. 12. | 

Theſe are they that come ſeeking life by their own 
works, but the door is ſhut, for the viſion and the pro- 
phecy is ſealed, and the moſt holy 1 is anointed King of 
Kings; ; therefore he ſaid unto them I know vou got ; 
ſee ſa. xcv. 11 —Unto whom I ſwear in my wrath; 
that they ſhould not enter into my reſt. To the fame 
purpoſe we have, Luke xvi. beginaing at the 19 verſe, 
to the end of the chapter, concerning the certain rich, 
man, Who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and far. 
ed ſumptuouſly every day. And there was a certain begs 
gar named Lazarus, who was laid at his gate fullof f ſoles. 
The rich man I take to be the J-ws, and Lizarus the 
Geatiles, that the ſelf righteous Jews deſpiſed ; but now 
in the day of Chriſt's appearing to comfort Zion, the 
poor beggar died with Chriſt and alſo ruſe with him in 
his reſurrection, and was Carried in his mind by the ſpirit 
of God to enjoy that eternal lalvation in Chrill, that Ab- 
faham enzoycd, leaaing ea Jelus' poſom, John æiii. 23. 


And 
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And was with Chriſt in the boſom of the father, —Joh# 
1. 18. This is the effects of being dead with Chriſt, thax 
we might live with him in this life,— Rom. v. 2. 

Thus the ſpirit of the goſpel of Chriſt is ſent forth to 
miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation ; Heb. 
5. 14; both Jews and Gentiles, for whom he did fore- 
know, he alfo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the 
image of his ſon, that he might be the firſt born among 
many brethren ; Rom, viii. 29, 30. Mark; theſe he 
called, juſtified, and glorified  thete being in the new 
Jerufalenr ſtate Paul gives them this advice, Rom. is. 


16, — Be of the fame mind one towards another, mind not 
high things, but condeſcend to men of low eſtate, de not 


wife in your own conceits, &c. The rich man allo di- 
ed and was buried, and in hell he lifted up his eyes be- 


ing in torment, and ſceth Abraham afar off and Laza- 


Tus in his boſom: 

I cake the rich man te mean not the Jews only, but 
all mankind, that has died to every thing that is good, 
and fo 1s dead in treſpaſſes and fin, buried in undelief 
and dar kneſs, that when the law thunders from Mount 
Sinai, they tremble and quake being condemned for 
their evil deeds, and ſeeing no remedy they lift up their 
eyes in hell being in torment, So I believe that neith- 
er the beggar nor the rich man's dying as above ſaid, 
means a temporal or natural death of the body : the 
preacher faith Eccleſi. ii. 16, For there is no remem- 
brance of the wiſe more than of the fool forever ; ſeeing; 
that which now is in the days to corne ſhall all be forgot- 
ten, & how dieth the wife man as the fool. Ecc. ix. 6,— 
Allo the ir love, their hatred, & their envy is now periſhed. 

Therefore [ thiok it muſt be underſtood the travel of 
the minds of the children of men in this life; for God 
harh divided the whole race of mankind thus, by be- 


Jievers and unbelievers, and has given to us their dif- 


ferent characters, and the efféts of their different 
travel, the believer lives in peace and love therefore 
js freed from torment, vy believing the record God has 


given of his ſon, whole rejoicing is in God alone, who 
Aas given to chem eternal life in his fon ; IIa. Iii. 7; 


this 


178 
this'is their character while thev live by faith, Ke. On 


che other hand, the unbelievers, haters of peace, and en- 
emies to Gd by wicked works in their minds, and diſ- 
believing the record God has given of his fon, and are 
condemned already, having torment, therefore God te- 
jects them in that character and practiſe, which was the 
condition of the rich man in this life. See Pſa. cxix. 156. 
Jam. ii. 13. Pſa. xxxiv. 16. Pſa. J. 22. John v. 38. 
But as I have often repeated theſe things becauſe I con- 
clude they are of great importance, and concerns all 
-mankind rightly to underſtand them, wherein they may 
receive the greateſt comfort poſſidle ia this life. 

As this is the laſt diſpenſation given to the children of 
men, to walk in te the end of time, which was promiſed 
to the firſt generation in kind, prophefhed by the pro- 


phets, and now is completed by king Jeſus the captain of 


our ſalvation, which is the path of the juſt, from the firſt 
age of the world, as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more 
and more, (aud I believe will do,) unto the perfect day; 
Prov. iv. 18; This is Chriſt, who is the way, the truth 
and the life, that did ſhine from the creation of the world, 


raore and more from age to age, to the per ſect day of the 


reſurrection, when Chriſt did appear the ſecond time to 
His diſciples, in the beginning of rhe latter day of glory, 
and will ſhine more and more, till the day of the reſti- 
tution of all things; See 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. 

Thus the new heaven and the new earth is Zion,where 
the Lord dwellech with his church on earth; Rev. xxi. 
3,—And I heard a great voice out of heaven, ſaying, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they ſhall be his people, &c. Ezek. xxxvii. 


26, 27, 28,-AndT will ſet my ſanctuary in the midſt of 


them for ever more. Verſe 27,—My tabernacle allo 
m all be with them, 8c. firit parc, Verſe 28, —And the 
Heathen ſhall know chat | the Lord do ſanctify Irael, 


when my ſanctuary ſhall be in the midſt of them forever 


more. 

This was the time ſpoken of in Hoſea, i. 11, — Then 
ſhall the children of Judah, and the children of Iſrael be 
gathered together and appoint themſel ves one head, 0m 
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they ſhall come vp out of the land, for great ſhall be the 
day of Jezteel, (or Jeſus). See Jer. iii. 12 to the 20. J 


conclude this was a gathering of the Jews and Gentiles 
together in the faith of che poſpel of Chriſt, See Rom, 


Xi. 12, 15. Hoſea iii. 5,—In the latter day. 

Thus | confider chat Chritt hath fulfilled his father's 
will, and finithed his work, and has revealed it to his 
church by his ſpirit, ſaying, my peace I give unto you, 
my peace ] leave with you, promiſing them his preſents 
to the end of the world. Thus the typical ſabbath un- 
der the law, was made for man, and not man for the 


fabbath. Therefore the ſon of man is Lord allo of the 
ſabbath day, Mark ii. 27, 28; as the Apoſtle faith, 1 


Cor. iii. 20, 21, 22, 23; the 22, 23 verſes, whether 


Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 


death, or things preſent, or things to come, all are yours, 
and ye are Chriſt's and Chriſt is God's; 1 Cor. vi. 19, 

Now as all things are ours in Chrift, herein we are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt being God's, he laid all things are 
delivered vato me of my father, &c.—See Matt. xi. 27. 
So as Chriſt the antitype of that typical fabbath, having 
power to, and did fulfii Moles law, that this ſabbath 
with all the ſhadows did paſs away forever, and by his 
ſeſurrection power and virtue, did manifeft the labbath 


Ok reſt, that never ſhall have an end forever. 


S9 it is my opinion, that what 15 141d inthe before ei- 
red text, Gen. 1. 15, contains the ſum of What I have 
faid, in the above diſcourſe, though ſpoken typically, 
which appears by the travel of Adam and Eve, and Cain 
and Abel, &c. but was more clearly mannicaed to the 
prophets, from age to age, till Chriſt come to complete 


the reformation, by his reſtoring that he took not away, 


in fulfiiling ; he law, and ſatlying juſtice tor us, by ſuf- 
fering a fea of afflictions for us. Ifa. IXiii. 9. Un all their 
fictions he was filed, and the angel of his preſence 
faved them, in his love and pity he redeemed them and 
he bare chem, and carried chem all the days of old; 
Zech. ii. 8. Acts ix. 4. 80 the fea of afhRion was o- 
bliged co give up the dead that were in it, and as Chriſt 
by the grace ol God talked death for every man, who 
gave 
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gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due time, 
that through death he might deſtroy him that hed the 
power of death, that is the devil, or fiaful luſts, and deſ- 
troyed death, the laſt enemy, by taking away the ſting of 
death which is fin, to death hath no more dominion over 
him nor his bride ;z and as he for us was caſt into the 
loweſt pit or hell, confined in the grave, yet by his re- 
furreion power and righteouſneſs, aroſe therefrom, de- 
ing looſed from the pains of death, for he could not be 
hoiden of it, and his bride aroſe wich him; fo that death 
and hell being conquered, was obliged to deliver up the 
dead which were in them, that it might be fulfilled which 
was promiſed in Hoſes xii. 14,1 will ranſom them 
from the power of che grave, 1 will redeem them from 
death; O death I will be thy plagues, O grave 1 will 
be thy deſtruckion; repentance ſhall be hid {rom mine 
eyes. 

Therefore death and hell were caſt into the lake of fire, 
this is the lecond death; and wholoever was not found 


written in the book of life, was caſt in the lake of fire x 
— This ſecond death I take to be the death of deaths, a3 


the final diſſolving every thing thai offerids, and them 
that do iniquity, that was gathered out of Chriſt's king» 
dom, which.pertains to myſtical and politic Babylon, be- 
iag judged and condemned according to their works, as 
before mentioned. ifs. pray | 

I think this is cleatly proved Mal. iv. 1,—-For behold, 
the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly ſnall be ſtubble, 
and the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neuher root nor 


branch; Ia, ii. 17, 18; And the Joftinels of man ſhall 


be bowed down, and tne haughtineſs of men ſhall be made 
low, and the Lord alone thall Ge exalted in that day, 
and the idols he ſhall uiterly aboliſh. 

Thus we learn that Chriſt did finiſh tranſgreſſion, and 
made an end of jins, and did thorougly purge his people 
from ali their wickedneſs, and pretented them to himſelf 
without blemiſh, in his own righteouſneſs, that they 
m:2bt worſhip and glorify him in ſpirit and truth, in this 

new 
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new Jeruſalem ſtate, the new heaven and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, which 1 conclude ig 
Chriſt's ſplritual reign with his church on earth. See 
Rev. v. 9, 10, - And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, thou 


art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals there. 


of, for thou wait fl in, and haſt redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation. And haſt made us unto our God king: 
and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the earth. See Exod, 
#ix. 6. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9; To whom it is ſaid, ye alſo az 
lively ſtones are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſt- 
hood, to offer uh ſoiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Verſe g,—31t ye are a choſen generation, 
a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, 
that ye ſhyuld new forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called you out of darkneſs inte his marvellous light; 


chus ſtanding by faith in the love of the truth, as good 


Joldiers, having as the Apoſtle ſaith, Ephe. vi. 11 to the 


19. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 


able to ſtaad ag inſt the wiles of the devil, &. for we 
wreſtle not ag inſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principal» 
acies, againſt po vers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſt 
of this world, ag inſt ſpiritual wickedneſs ia high pla- 
Cet. 

Tas the church of Chriſt, in the name of Jeſus, hav- 
ing their loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breaſt plate of righteouſneſs, and their feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace; above all raking the 
Mield of faith, & :. with the hel ner of lalvation, & the word 
of the ſpirit, which is the word of God, pray ing always with 
ell prayer, & ſupplication in the ſpirit, & watching thereun- 
to wich all perſeverence, & ſupplication for all ſaints. Thus 
Chriſt furniſheth his ſoldiers wich his on ſpiritual wea- 
pons, not one of them carnal, for though we walk in 
the fleſh, we do not war after the fl-ſh, for the weapons 
of our warfare are nat carnal, but mighty through God 
£0 the pulling dow: of ſtrong holds; caſting down im- 
agination, and every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 


the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity eve 


ry thought to the obedience of Chriit ; 2 Cor. &. 3, 4s 
by) 
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I, 6. T obſerve, althovgh Chriſt ovr king and ſaviour; 
„ I did go through this war, and did finiſh the war, by his 
power and wiſdom, and went into the loweſt pit of dark- b 
CF neſs, where his bride was confined in Babylon, as in Mi- | | 
uv FF cab iv. 10, laſt part,—And thou ſhalt go even to Bab- | 
*- © zlon, there ſhalt thou be Celivered, there the Lord ſhall 

Yy i redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies; fee Rev, 

e, ¶ viii. 7 —T bis did Chriſt alone, and no man with him, 

It So we find that he watrred not zgainſt fie ſh and bicod, 

d. ¶ but againſt thoſe enemies above mentioned ; for he | 
tf came not to deſtroy men's lives but to ſave them, bug 

t- tho his brethren left him in his ivficring, yet he doth not 

leave them when they ſuffer for his fake, becauſe unto 
% F them it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
© of heaven See Matt, xii, 11; being the eme myſte- 

h ry Paul mentions in Rom. xvi. 25, 26,—T he revela- | 
tion of the myſtery, which was kept fecret Hnce the 1 
d world began; but now is made manifcft by the ſcriptutes | 

ne Jof the prophets, according to the commancrnent of ihe 

de everlaſting God, made known to all nations, ſor ihe obe 


'© | dience of faith. ON: A 
l-| Therefore as what God ſpake in times paſt, unto the J 
14] fathers by the prophets, did prove true, by Chriſt's ap- 
&- pearing in the fleſh, and fulfilling all that they {aid con. f 


cerning him, and as God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
'* unto us by his fon, &c. who ſaid this is my beloved fon 
ne hear him, for in him my foul delighteth. Therefore it 
is of neceſſity that his ſayings are believed and practi- 
fed by his church, in the new Jeruſalem Rate, that they | 
appear in him to be holy as he is holy, that by his ſpirit, 1 
ch they may rejoice in ſuffering as Paul did, Colo. 5. 24, J 

— Who now rejoice ig my ſufferipgs for you, and fill up by 
J that which is behind, of the affliction of Chriſt in mylelf, ; 
for his body's ſake which is the church eſteeming the re- 
proach of Chriſt, greater riches than the trealures of 
Egypt. 
dl Thus I have given a few ſketches of my faint ideas of 
the war in heaven, fought by Chriſt in the days of his 
fleſh, againſt all the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
eaſting out of his kingdom all thieves and robbers that 

: | offend, | 
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offend, and them chat do iniquity, that were before him, 
and his aboliſhing death, and did by his rifing from the 
dead, bring lite and immortality to light through the 
goſpel, by which he hath deſtroyed his enemies and re- 
deemed his people from bondage; this victory was for 
his bride, and bath ſent his ſpirit ro convince his people 
of fin, righteouſneſs and judgment. By this means the 
warin heaven was fought in the heart or mind of man, 
by the ſpirit and power of Chriſt, as Peter ſaith, —Bur 
rejoice, in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
ings, that when his.glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be 
glad alfo with exceeding joy,—1 Pet. iv. 13; Alſo 
Kom. vifi. 17. 2 Tim. 4. 11, 12, and iv. 7. Heb. ii. 

9, 10, 11, 12. 1 Pet iii. 14. | 
Now as Chriſt the captain of our ſalvation being made 
perfect through ſufferings for us, we are made perfect in 
him, herein Chriſt and his church are one. To this 
bleſſedneſs both Jews and Gentiles are intitled, for tho? 
blindneſs in part has happened to Iſrae ! until the folnefs 
of the Gentiles be come in: and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſa- 
ved, &c. See Rom. xi. 25, 26. Hol. 1. 11. Jer. iii. 
12. Joe} iii. 17. Iſa. lix. 20. Thele having one ſhep- 
herd are gathered into one ſheep fold, being joined to 
the Lord are of one ſpirit, for the Lord hath fulfilled 
his promiſe ; fee Jer. iii. 14,—Tura O backſliding 
children faith the Lord: for I am married unto you, and 
I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and 1 
will bring you to Zion; fee alſo EZek. xvi: 61. Ezek. 
xx. 42. Thus God remembered his people Iſrael, and 
did bring them to poſſeſs and enjoy the goſpel reſt that te- 
maineth for the people of God; Heb. iv. 9, 10. Rev, 
#x1. 4. This reſt is the new. heaven and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs - thus 1s manifeſted 
what is ſaid in Songs, viii. 8, - We have a little ſiſter and 
ſhe hath no breafts, what ſhall we do for our ſifter (Iſra- 
el) when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for; Eph. i. 10. All things 
gathered | in Chrift, &c, Acts xi. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
Here it all nations come to this goſpel mariage feaſt, 
Rev. xix. 7,—Let us be glad and rejoice, and give hon- 
or to him, for the marriage of the lamb is come, and wiſe 
Wile 
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wife hath made herſelf ready, knowing this that our old 


wan is crucified with him, that the body of fin might be 


deftroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſervefin ; Rom. 
vi. 6, 7, &c, So ſtanding faſt in the liberty wherg 


- with Chriſt hath made us free, and be not entangled again 


with the yoke of bondage. „ 
Therefore in this goſpel day of Chriſt's ſpiritual reign 


with his church on earth, his people are called to ariſe 
as in Ia, lx. The beginning ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is 
come and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee, 


Zion being thus adorned with the glory of God, was a 
great wonder that appeared in heaven, a woman clothed 
with che ſun, and the moon under her feet and upon 
her head a crown of twelve ſtars, &c,—Rev, ii. 1. 
Thus Zion being in principles, practiſe, and character, 
ſo greaily changed, being purified and cleanſed by the 
blood of the fon of God, that it becomes matter of in- 
Guiry, Songs vi. 10, - Who is ſhe that looketh forih as 
the morning, fair as che moon, clear as the fun, and ter- 
rible as an 4rmy with banners, (a flag or enſign,) See 3 
Pet. 1. 19, Pla. cx/ix.6,7,8, 9. 1 

Therefore this ſanctified family of Jeſus; the houſe- 
hold of faith, Theſe walk in the love of the truth, be⸗ 
jag of one mind there is no vain glorying among them, 


but in lowlinels of mind; they eſteem others better than 
themſelves, (in practiſe.) So they look not on their 
own things as ſingle, but every man alſo on the things 


of others, that the ſame mind might appear to be in 
them, that was in Chriſt Jeivus, who humbled himſelf to 
ſerve his brethren; though he was the king of glory; 


they therefore through the ſpirit do mortify the deeds 


of the body and live, having the fruits of the ſpirit, 
Jove, peace, joy, long ſuffering, &c. as in Gal. v. 223 
23, 24,—For they that are Chriſt's have crucified the 


fleſh with the offections & Juſt; This is theeffeQs of a goſpel 


faith, in them that believe that their old manigcrucifed 

with Chriſt; they therefore walk not after the fleſh but 

after the ſpirit. So as ſtrangers and pilgrims they ab- 

ſtain from fleſhly Juſt that war againſt the fol, (their 

life here.) This faith * God and workerh by ** 
; an 
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and puriffeth the heart, that as. the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor, 
4. 17,—Fherefore if any man be in Chriſt he is a new 
creature, old things ar® paſt away, behold all things are 
Secome ne. F 
Thus the church of Chriſt having been taught the 
truth as it is in Jefvs, have put off concerning the for- 


mer converſation, the old man which is corrupt accor- 


ding to the deceitful luſt, and are renewed in the ſpirit 


| of their minds, and put on that new man, which after 


God is created inrighteouſneſs and true holineſs, This 


is being born again, born of the grace and ſpirit of God, 


and being tranſlated out of the kingdom of darknels, 


that old things as carnal ordinances, types, and ſhadows, 

the worldly ſanctuary, which contained the firſt heaven, 
are paſſed away, with all the doctrines, traditions, and 
commandments of men that periſn. 


Thus with violence that great city Babylon, with alt 
her religious principles, and all her political government, 


and her craftſmen, and all her warlike weapons, with 
Which they Have ſlain ſo many of their brethren, and alt 


that appertain to that curſed viperous brood of the great 


whore, is thrown' down, and ſhall be found no more at 


all, nor their place found any more in heaven. 


According tothe promiſe of the benevolent parent of 


the univerſe to Zion who are in Chriſt, and are new 


Ereatures, old things being paſſed away, as before men- 


tioned, it is now faid, Behold, all things are become 


new, thele have been planted together in the likenefs of 


His death, ſo ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurrec- 


tion, hereby our old man was crucified with him; thus 


we were babtized into Chriſt's death, that like as Chriſt 


was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the father, 
eves ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. So alt 
things became new to the believer of whom Jeſus faith, 
John. viii. 30, Alf the ſon therefore fhall make you tree, 


ye ſhall be free indeed. And as he ſaid verſe 32, - And 
ye oy know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 
free. 1 | | 


Therefore Zion is abſolutely freed from ſin and death 
by Chriſt alone, and by knowing the truth experiment- 


ally, 
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Ally, they are freed in their own hearts, and fo freed from 
torment or-forrow. So looking into the perfect law of 
4iberty, and continuing therein, ſhall be bleſſed in their 
deeds; the Lord hath promiſed to dwell with them and 
be their God, and God ſhall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſor- 
Tow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain, 
For the former things are paſſed away; And he that ſar 
upon the throne ſaid, Behold I make all things new, and 
He ſaid unto me, write for theſe words are true and taith- 
ful. And he ſaid unto me, it is done, I am Alpha and 
Omega, che beginning and the end, I will give unto 
him that is a thirſt of the fountain of the waters of life 
freely, He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and 
I will be his God aad he ſhall be my ſon ; ſee Rev. xxi. 
J. 4, 5. 6, 7. a f 3 - 
| I conclude this toibe the time Iſaiah ſpake of, Ia. 
* v. 6, 7, 8. Iſa. i, 3. ba. æxxv. 10. IIa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3, 
4. Iſa. ixv. 19. Thele texts you may read for ſatisfac- 
tion, and as they teſtify that this is the time that the ran- 


ſomed of the Lord, ſhall return and come to Zion with 


ſongs, &c. becauſe the time of the reformation was ful- 
iy come, it being the end of the world, that this refor- 
mer came and made full reftitution to his father's law for 
his people, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and as this was 
the end of the law diſpenſation, we find Dan. it. 7, 
ipeaking of this time it was by an oath, when all theſe 
things ſhall be finiſhed. | 

I believe the ſame angel in Rev. x. 5, 6; this angel 
Iifred up his hands to heaven, and ſware by him that liv= 
eth for ever and ever, that time ſhall be no longer, that 
is the time of Babylon's cruel reign, the law diſpenſa- 
tion, ſhadows, &c. as mentioned above, ſhall be no lon- 
ger, when the righteous are in authority, the people re- 
joice, but when the wicked beareth rule che people 
morn ; Prov. xxix. 2, Eſte. iii. 15. But now the wick- 


ed are ſlain and caſt out into the earth; and the king of 


glory ruleth in heaven and earth, the people rejoice ſay- 
ing in heaven, now is come ſalvation and ſtrength, and 


the kingdom of our God, and the power of his os 
£7 | fac 
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for the accuſer of our brechren | is caſt down, which accu» 
ſerch them before our God day and night, We ſee that 


Daniel and John agree in time and manner, that the ac- 


cuſiog lawof Moſes ſhall be caſt down, as by the angel's 


- ſweating by him that lives for ever and ever, that the 
time of the law diſpenſation ſhall be no longer. Thus 
old nigh are paſſed away and all things are become 
new, à poſpel diſperfſation, life without death, light 


without darkneſs, tor Chriſt is the word, which by the 


Foe 18 preached unto you, who rules king i in this new 


eruſalem ſtate, in which all his ſubje&s are at peace, 
for the kingdoms of this world are become tbe. kingdoms 


of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and | he hall reign for 
Ever and ever; Rev. xi. 15, laſt part, we find, at this 
time the ancient of days came, and judgment was given. 
to the ſaipts of the moſt high, and the time came that 


the ſaints poſſeſſed the kingdom ; Dan. vii. 22, 27. 
Matt. xix. 28. 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. Ila. Ixiii. 4. 

1 think it is obvious according to the embaſſy of the 
feriprure, that the time when the ancient of days came, 


and] 47 was given to the ſaints, and they poſicſ- 


ſed the kingdom, was Chriſt's reſurreQion power and 
wiſdom, when he fics on the throne of his glory, for now 
the day of the Lord was near in the valley of deciſion, 


when he determined and ended all controverſies God 
had with his people, ſo that a real reformation took 
place, and a complete reſticution for all offences, and 
made reconciliation for iniquity, whereby ſinners are re- 


conciled to Gd by the death of his ſon. 
Now when he had deſtroyed the Jalt enemy death, ha- 


ving put down all rule, and all authority and power, 


then cometh the end of the old heaven; for he as the 


father's faichful agent did manifeſt the new heaven, 


which s peace, and eſtabliſhed the new covenant law, 


which is love and freedom, when he ſhall have deine 


vp the Kingdom to God, even the ſaiher, and when all 


thing $ {h1. ty be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall. the ſon al- 


ſo hi elk be ſubject unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all. 


Thus Paul agrees with Daniel and John, that the. 


end 
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end of the world means the end of the law, as has been 


ſaid before; and the manifeſting the kingdom of grace 


and glory, to his church in this life, and having ſubdu- 
ed all things unto him, then ſhall the fon alſo himtelf be 
ſubje& unto him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all. Therefore as the father did give all 
things into his hand, he ſaid all power is given unto me 


in heaven and earth, that when he had finiſhed his of- 
fice of a ſaviour, as God manifeſt in the fleth, wherein. 


he appeared a fon in affinity with his brethren, he deliy- 
ered up the kingdom to God, even the father; then ſhall 


the ſon himſelf become ſubject to the father in his church, 


wherein his ſonſhip conſiſted ; therefore Jeſus came and 
ſpake unto them ſaying, all power is given unto me in 


heaven and earth; then lays, go ye and teach all nations, 


baptizing them in (or into) the name of the father, and 
of the lon, and of the holy ghoſt, teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever | have commanded. you, and 
lo, I am with you always even to the end of the world, 
Ameo, as if he had ſaid, although I go away out of the 
ſight of your natural eyes, if any man love me he will 
keep my words, and my father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him, and the 
holy ghoſt whom the father will ſend in my name, he 


will teach you all things, &c. Peace I leave with you, 


my peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth ; let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let ir be afraid, for lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the world, for 
the kingdom of heaven is within you. 

Therefore as this is the laſt diſpenſation given td the 
church of Chriſt to enjoy in this life, which Daniel calls 
a kingdom that the God of heaven ſer up, which ſhall 


never be deſtroyed, ic ſhall ſtand forever ;' ſo it is eter- 


The Lord faith Ifa. ii. 26,—I will reſtore thy judges 


as at the firſt, and thy counſellors as at the beginning, af- 
terwards thou ſhall be called the city of righteouſneſs, 
the faithful city. So that when Daniel's prophecy ſhould 
take place, which was when Chriſt appeared in his re- 
ſurtection power, compared as a ſtone cut out of the 
67 mountain 
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mouritain vitkdut hands, which did fall upon Bab ylon, 


the kingdoms of the darkneſs of this world, and that it 
brake in pieces and grind to powder, or difſolve;all their 


ZE idol Gods and their falſe worſhip ; then did he by his 


Free goſpel power, ſet up and eſtabliſh his kin 145 of 
grace and glory, that never ſhall be deſtroyed, and it 
Wall ſtand forever. See Dan. ii. 44, 45. Luke xix. 18. 
Pſa. ii. 9, 10. 1 Cor. xv. 24. Iſa. xxviii. 16, Zech. xii. 


. 1 Sam. ii. 1 to the 11. 


In this kingdom, the new heaven and new 8 


in dwells . hath the Lord reſtored to »hig 
church judges as at the firit, and counſellors as at the be- 
_Biaaing,, as when our firſt parents lived in innocency. 

This goſpel church is ſet forth in Ila. lx. in plain and 


Beautiful colours; verſe 17 he ſaith, I will alſo make 
thy - officers peace, and thy exadors righteouſneſs. This 


| (i the order of Chriſt's church in this new Jeruſalem 


Rate, walking in love and truth; 1 Cor. xit. 27, 28; 
No ye are the body of Chrift, and members in partic- 


wlar ; and God hath ſer ſome in the church firſt Apoſ- 


tles, ſecondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, &c, &c. 
Rom. x. 15; How ſhall they preach except they be ſear Þ 
as it is written; how beautiful are the feet of them that 


* the goſpel of Pence and bring glad tidings of 


good things. 
That this glad tidings of good things were reyealed 


to the firſt generation, is evident, by the promiſe that 
the ſeed of % woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpents head; as 


alſo in what he ſaid to the woman, Gen. 11. 16 Par,” ſor- 
row thou ſhall bring forth children, and thy deſire Hall 
be to thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee, ſignifying 
the churches defire ro Chriſt, and Chriſt's ruling in and 
over the church, promiſing her life and ſalvatiou in him- 
ſelf, in charity, and i in bolinels, &c. 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 Pete 
iii. 6. 1 


Verss 17, 18, 19. 
I And unto Alam be (aid, becauſe thou 5. bear kened un- 


to the voice of thy wife, curſed | is be ground for thy fakeg 
2 il halt thau eat it all the days of thy life. + 


This 
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This manifeſts man's being made ſubject to vanity, 


and the apparent cauſe of his falling into it, which was 
kis diſobedience.— So that the darkneſs and enmity of 


their minds cauſed them not to keep their firſt eſtate, 
and ſo left their own habitation ; the effects of which 


was ſorrow, that in this world they fhall have tribulation 
all the days of their life. See Eccle. i. 2, 3. Rom. viii. 


19, 20. Thorns alfo and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to 
thee, and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the field. Job xxx1, 


40. In the fweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, *cijl 
thou return unto the ground, for out of it waſt thou ta- 
ken, for duſt thou art, and vnto duft halt thou return, 
Thus the Lord ſhows his paterval care, and fraternal love 
and pity to his Zion, therefore he gave them moral pre- 
cepts, how they ſhould behave in this life. See 2 Theff. 
iii. 10, Eph. v. 15. Rom. xii. 20. Matt. vii. 12, 13, 
Thus to walk in brotherly love is to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, which is Chriſt, who is the way, the truth, 


and the life; this way is ſo narrow that unbelievers can- 


not walk therein.—But the behever hath life in this heav- 
enly way, doing by others as they would have others do 


to them. This is as the preacher faith, Eccle. i. 13. 


This ſore travel hath God given to the ſons of men, to 
be exercifed therewith ; laſt part of the verſe. . In this 
travel God hath promiſed to be with them, and feed and 


ſupport them, through all the troubles and conflifts of 
this life. | 


VIXSI 20. 


And. Adam called bis wife's name Eve, becauſe be was 


the mother of all living. 


For as Eve was the mother of all that was born after 
the fleſh, that was brought into bondage by her being 
deceived, being in the tranſgreſſion; fo likewiſe as ſhe 
was the figure of the church of Chriſt, and as Chrift was 


made of a woman, and as it is faid, ſhe ſhall be called 


the Lord our righteouſnels, So I think Eve was a type 
of the new Jerulalem, in Gal. iv. 26, — But Jeruſalem 
which 


1 
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PA which is above is free; which i 18 the mother * us all, 
. Vins 21. ' 


bei 55 %. Ted to his 8 did the Lord Ged make 


coats of ſkins and clothed them. 
©» believe that the clothing here, means not the cloth 


; ing ol the earthy man only, but in a ſpecial ſenſe is to 
ba underſtood the churches being clothed with Chriſt's 


: * Rev. iii. 18. 2 Cor. v. 1 35 
\ Vense 25. | 


And the « Lord Cod ſaid, bebold the man is W at 
ine of us, 10 know good evil: and now leſt be put forth 
his band, and take allo of the tree of Hſe, and tat, and 


live forever. 
Thus did the Lord God diſcover to the firſt genera- 


tion, by the law what was fin, and the evil effects of it 


© ©» which was condemnation, as before ſaid. So I believe 


that by the revelation of the ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, the 


ſieed of the woman, that deftroyed the gevil, and ſet them 
ftee in their underſtanding from condemnation and 


death, by which they knew the real good. This made 
the apoſtle give this e Col. iii. which you can 
read at leiſure; he begins, —If ye then be riſen with 
- Chriſt, ſeek theſe things which are above, where Chriſt 
ſitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on 
- things above, not on things on the earth ; for ye are 
dead and your life is hid with Chriſt in God; hen 
- Chriſt who is our life ſhall. appear, then ſhall ye alſo 
appear with him in glory, &c. For all things bur 
Chriſti is called vanity, in the before cited Eccle. i. 2, 3; 
ſo that man might ſee, that by the deeds of the law he 


could not erte to life eternal. 4 


4+ 


Vexse 2 4. 


Ws ke the Lord God ſent biel Nog. PER the gardes 
of Eden, to till the ground from whence be was taken. 


So man was ſent from the Ely lian fields of that para: 
iſe 


* 


* o 


. Aite of pleafure they enjoyed heretofore, that as falthfyl 
ftewards and ſervants of God they might till the grounds 
See Ecele. v. 9, — Moreover, the profits of the earth is 

for ali, the king Sim/elf is ſerved by the field, 

F 1 

| Vein 24. | 

| 5s be drove out the man, and be placed at the Ta. 1 

"i Phe garden of Eden Cherubims, and à flaming ſword whis 


ſarned every way, io keep the way of the tree of life, 

24 enderifant by the man's being drove out lignifley 

that he was in a circumſtance both in body and mind 
| that wiſdom ſee it would be beſt he ſhould be removed 
2 from, that he might ſee the goodneſs of God to him, in 
L the kingdom of providence, and his everlaſting love in 
d Chriſt Jeſus, who did by the ſpirit of the goſpel, drive 
out of his mind or temple, unbelief, and all iniquity, of 


4 what name or nature loever ; Joho ii. 14, 15, 16 ; here, 
ic | he drove out of the temple, meaning the heart, all evil, e. 
ve So the life and power of the reſurtection of Chriſt, was 
IC the ſame in kind in the firſt age, as it was to the age thay. 
m | Faw him after he aroſe.— Here is the ſame goſpel teach» 
d ings manifeſted, by his placing cherubims and a flaming 
ie ſword, which turned every way, to keep the way of the 


IN tree of life, which is Chriſt's, the ſaine to the firſt as cc 

h the laſt. Here is the firſt goſpel preaching, tho ſpoken 

ſt metaphorically, yet it points to the conſumate good, thas 

n the univerſal general, aſſembly and church of the firſk 

re born, which are written in heaven, are entitled co; fee. 

mn | Rev. xiv. 4. 5; Thele are they that follow the Lamb, 
ſo and are without fault before the throne of God z theſs 
t are taught by the cherubim, that is che ſpirit of truth, 
; that to Jive by the faith of Chriſt is to live happy, taking 

* the ſword of the ſpirit wh ch is the word of God, by 
which power they are preſerved from idolatty and Reſbly 
Juſts that war againſt the ſou]; . 

So the churches life being hid with Chriſt in God; 
who is the way, the truth, and the life, the wildom) and 
love of God, that turned every way, where the church, 
of Chriſt was called to travel; ſo that the ways of 
Chriſt might always be Kept in their affections molt de- 

e LF Arabia. 
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greable. Tin the Lord led them all the days of old; 
"fee 1 Pet. ii. 11. Heb. ix. 12. John xiv. 6. Heb. i. 7. 
Rom. iti. 20. 

Thus I confider, chat according to the ſcriptures of 
truth, this church of the firſt born, whoſe names are writ- 
ten in the Lamb's beok of life, which is Chriſt's body, 
fo by divine nature and union with Chriſt, they were 
Joint heirs with him, to the kingdom of glory before the 


| | world began. Herein they are God's peculiar treaſure 


fo in Chrift their exiſtence, their dignity and glory, was 
eternal and unchangeable, that in this ſpecial ſenſe they 
We always in the poſſeſſton of the new heaven; but as 

it pleaſed God in infinite wiſdom, to make a diſplay of 
kit goodnefs, power and glory in this world, by creation, 
formation and providence ; fo that from generation to 


generation, he might manifeſt himſelf an unchangeable 


and merciful God, of mflexible juſtice, who is the judge 
of all the-earth, who will not condeinn the righteous nor 
clear the guilty, 

Therefore his ways are all equal to the children of 
men, in all ages of the world, according to his diſpenſa- 
tions, and bas made all things to be beautiful in his time 


according to the fcriptores, for his counſel ſhall ſtand, 


who will do all his pleaſure 5 altho' the church of 
Chriſt was eternally in union with Chriſt, yet being 
made ſubject to vanity, they were loſt in their underſtan- 
ding, as has before been mentioned. So that in this 
militant ſtate they are O divided, through unbelief, that 
they are not all at one time brought into the enjoy- 
ment of this bleſſed inheritance, while in the body or 


time laſts ; but the Lord hath promiſed, ſaying, Turn 
O backlliding children, faith the Lord, for I am marri- 


ed unto you, and I will take you one of a city, and two 


of a family, and will bring you to Zion; fee Jere. ig 


' 24,——S01n his time all ſhall be ſaved and come to Zion 3 
Abel the firſt. 
Uhus we Se in the travel of the firſt family, the chil- 
dren of Adam ; the Lord hath reſpect umto Abel and to 
His offering, for he brought the firltlings of his flock, 
and of the fat thereof, Prov, iii. * N umb. viii. 12. 


Heb. 
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Heb. i. 4. Exo. #xii, 29. 1 Tim. ii. ; pointing to 


Chriſt; But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 


reſpect, for he brought the fruit of the ground an offer- 


ing unto the Lord, which was his own works and his 
own righteouſneſs, and becauſe the Lord would not ex- 
cept it he was wroth, as all Phariſces are; for this cauſe, 
he flew his brother Abel, which ſhows he that is born 
after the fleſh will perſecute him that is born after the 
ſpirit, by theſe two is manifeſted the ſeed of the woman 
a0 ed of che ſerpent, and the travel, and the effects of 
the travel of the children of men in Al generations, to 
the end of time. Matt. xx. 11, 15. 

Thus we may ſee the ignorance of mankind, chat 
when Eve had brought forth Cain ſhe ſaid, I have got- 
ten * from the Lone, in the margin, the man the 
Lord ; 1 think it ſeems by this ſhe thought it was 
Chriſt, but he proved a murderer, to ſhow that whick: 
is natural was firſt, and afterwards that which is ſpiritu- 
al the laſt ; Adam was made a quickning ſpirit, the 
Lord from. heaven. Hence I learn from. divine truth, 
that by the quickaing influence of the ſpirit, of the Lord 


from heaven, that there was in kind, in a leſſer or great-: 


er degree, revealed to the underitandings of God's peo- 
ple from generation to generation, that the redeemer, 
mould certainly come to Zion, and complete the refor- 
mation and reſtitution of all things, which God hath po- 
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets ſince the 
world 3 which glorious light did ſhine more and 
more uato this perfect diy, wherein the new heavea and 


the new earth was manifeſted, and the firſt heaven and 


the firſt earth were paſl:d away and there were no more 
ſea, as above ſaid, 

The firſt houſe was completely furniſhed with types 
ad figures pointing to Chriſt, the new vr ſpiritual houſe, 
"not made with hands eternal in the heaven, therefore 
there is no vail to hide the glory thereof, it being done 
away in Chriſt ; but Moſes put a vail over his face, that 
che children of Iſrael could no: ſtedfaſtly look to the end 
of that which is aboliſhed ; but their ne: were blind- 
ed, for until this day remaineth the fame veil untaken 
| away, 
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away, in reading of the ole teſtament, which vail is done 
away in Chriſt; but even unto this day, (not only the 
| Jews but all people,) when Moſes is read (as a condi. 
tional covenant, that upon their doing good works, would 
| be in the leaſt degree helpful to their juſtification before 
| + God) che vail is upon their heart, nevertheless when it 
Mall turn to the Lord the vail ſhall be taken away; fee 
Hoſ. ii. $, »Afterward ſhall the children of Jiracl re- 
if turn and leck the Lord their God, &c. Eze. #**tv. 23, 
And ] will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, &c. Mie. 
iv. 1, — But in the laſt days it ſhall come 10 pals, 4a 
the mountain of the houſe of the Lord ſhail be eſtabli- 
med in the top of the mountains, and people ſhall flow 
unto it; fee Pſa. ex. 3, —Thy people ſhall be willing in 
the day of thy power, &c. N | 
Therefore in the breaking forth of this glorious morne 
ing of the laſt days, it being the laſt diſpentation given uU 


to the children of men, to travel In and enjoy in this n 
world ; the Lord hath promiſed to deſtroy in this moun- 

Fain, the face of the covering caſt over all people, and t 
the vail that is ſpread over all nations; Iſa. æðàũů . 7 ; as 1 


In 2 Cor. ii, 17, 18. Now the Lord is that ſpirit, and 

where the ſpirit of the Lord ts, there is liberty. Thus 0 

| the Ipirit of the Lord convincing the ſinner of the evil i 

oh his ways, works in the mind a godly ſorrow therefor, i 

} that worketh repentance to ſalvation ; fo they being con- 
] 
| 


| Verted, they believing in Jeſus, that by him alone their 

ins are blotted out, for the time of refreſhing is comg 

trum che preſence of the Lord, that they fee and feel in 

| their heart and mind, by the flaming love of God, in the 

| glad tidings of the goſpel of Chriſt, the old heaven's paſ- 

| fed away, and the elements under which they were kept 

in bondage, did melt with the fervent heat of God's love, 

and by it their earthy mindedneſs, and their love, an 
ag dependence on eorthy things are burnt up; io they 

ire crucified to the world and the world to them, old 

| things arepaſſed ava, & behold all things are become new. 

| Thus by the faith of Jeſus they fee by him the reſtitu- 

| Kion of all things, contained in the covenant of God's 

| Peace before the world began, that being brought by the 

| 5 1 © 24 =, _ 
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ſpirit of God into the l. berty of the ſons of God: but 
we all with open face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the Lord; fo 
they that are thus joined tothe Lord are one ſpirit, the 
ſons of God without rebuke. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, (by 
a living faith) who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
ſpirit; cheſe being freed from fin and the power of luſts, 
continuing in the perfect law of liberty, are alſo freed 
from condemnation ; ſo being let go from the priſon 
| houſe of darkneſs and unbelief, they go to their own 
company; ſee J-re. xxx1. 34; And they ſhall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every n an his droth- 
er, ſaying, know the Lord, for they ſhall all know me, 
from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, ſaith 
the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will ra- 
member their fin no more; lee Jer. J. 20. 
Thus in brotherly love, endeavouring to keep the uni- 
ty of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Eph. iv. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
1 Cor, i 10. Phil. ii. 23. Rom. xv. 5. Heb. zii. 14. 
Theſe believers in Chriſt, drink into one ſpirit, are of 
one mind, they walk by the ſame rule and all mind the. 
ſame things; they aſſemble themſelves together to wor- 
ſhip the true and living God, in ſpiric and truth, whom 
God did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of 
his fon, that he might be the firſt born among many 
brethren ; thele being the church of Chriſt, was called 
ebriſtians firſt in Antioch, this was their preper title; 
to this chriſtian church teaching and practiſing accord- 
ing to truth, Chriſt ſaith ye are the light of the world, 
a city that is ſet on an hill, cannot de hid; Let your 
light ſo thine before men, that they may fee your good 
warks, and glorify your father which is in heaven. 
Matt. v. 14, 16, For this is the path of the juſt that is 
os the {hining light, that ſhineth more and more unto 
the perfect day, As in 1 Pet. ii. 12, Having your con- 
voerſat ion honeſt among the Gentiles, that were as they 
ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, they may by your good 
works which they Mall behold, glorify God in che day 
of vilicatiog, Thus 


— 
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Thus good. works are LEI F7 to be profitable 
unto men, when they are the produce of the faith of 
Chriſt that works by love; Gal. v. 6; For faith if ic 
hath not works, is dead being alone ; ; ſo by works faith. 
is made perfect, which may be read at large in James ii. 
Jam. i. 27,—Pare religion and undefiled before God and 
the father, it this to vilit the fatherleſs and widows in 
cheir affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the 
world; ſee Jude xxiii. Therefore to Mn that Knoweth 
* do 300d, and doth it not to him it is ſin; Jam. iv. 
Luke xi. 47. And ia order to maintain good works 
Chi faid to his diſciples, Matt. xxvi. 42,— Watch and 
Pray, that ye eater not into A Sans Sce Ephe. vi. 
bl 48. 1 Tim. . 1. | 
I The apoſtle Peter knowing the banner the church was 
| in danger of falling into, while i in this world, gives this 
admonition, 2 Pet. ui. 17, Ve therefore beloved, ſeeing 
ye know theſe thin gs before, beware leſt ye al being 
led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your 
On ſtedfaſtneſs. Ver. 18,---But grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, | 
to him be glory both now and forever, Amen. Now | 
as the church of Chriſt have by the voice of God's ſpi- = 
Tit come out of Babylon, which was unbelief and dark- | 
neſs, and turned from worſhipping idol Gods, and from 
her church orders, principles and diſcipline, alſo her 
-eurſed cruel kingly authority, and bloody national laws, 
under which rule there is no peace nor ſafety, So now 
| _ they partake not of her {tas nor. receive of her plagues, 
and being born of the grace and ſpirit of God, and re- 
newed in the ſpirit of their minds as new born babes, de- 
ſire the ſincere milk of the word that they may grow 
thereby, having taſted that he Lord is gracious, they 
| are at peace with God through Chriſt, and alſo one wg 
| another; thus having believed on Chriſt as the ſcript 
| hath Ack. * 
Therefore they take Chriſt and his apoſtles for a ſpe- 
eimen to walk by, both in church and ate, they delight 
in the law of their God after the inner man, Chriſt is 
their prophet, prieſt and king. Their judges, e 
Nin | ore, 
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Jors, cen and exactors, is the peace of God ruling ia 

their hearts, this human governor cauſed them with de- 

light ro feed the hungary and cloth the naked, &c. and 

to manifeſt by their works that they love their neighbour 
as themſelves, 

They ſay, gather together ye that fear the Lord, and! i 
will tell you what he hath done for my ſoul, Then 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, 
and the Lord hearkened gs, heard it, and à book of re- 
membrance was written before him, Ke. and as God's 
witneſſes, 1 John i. That which was from the begin- 
ning, which we have heard, which we have ſeen with 
our eyes, Which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled of the word of life. See John i. 1, 4. Prov. 
viii. 22, For the life was manifeſted and we have ſeen 
it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal life 
which was with the father, & was manifeſted unto us, that 
which we have ſeen and, heard, declare we vnto you that 
ye allo may have fellowſhip with us, and truly our fel- 
low ſhip is with the father, and with his fon Jeſus Chriſt. 
Hence it is evident that the church of Chriſt in this lat- 
ter day of glory, did experience the goodneſs and faith- 
fulneſs of God in Chriſt to his people, to be the ſame in 
kind in the heginning of the world, as it was to them 
which is eternal life, which life they enjoyed. There- 
fore they ſpake often one to another, concerning theſe 
pra, treaſures God hath laid up for them that love 
and fear him, by which means they gain fellowſhip one 
with another, 

Here is theſe two certain evidences of a true believer, 
Firſt. 1 John iv. 13, Hereby know we that we dwell 
in him and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his ſpi- 
rit. Secondly, We know that we have paſſed from 
Ah onto life becauſe we love the brethren ; he that 
Me not his brother abideth in death, not in word and 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth, as we read in 1 
John iii, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, &c. 

As this is the character of God, ſo it is of his church, 
for God is a ſpirit and God is Love ; fo his church who 


walk after the ſpirit walk in love, haye the ſame charac- 
- Li 


ter on Chriſt's account 31 Pet. i. 3. - But ye are a ehe. 
len generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a pe- 
. evliar people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes, of 
him who hath called you out of darkneſs, into his mar. 
vellous light; holineſs is God's name, therefore he calls 
his people a holy nation, ſaying, I will call you by my 
name, for ye are mine ; this is the new name the Lord 
promiſed them, and in the light of the ſpitit of truth 
they ſee and know they have fin, and if they confeſs. 
their fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive them, and to 
cleanſe them from all unrighteouſneſs, ſaying, But if we 
Walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellow- 
hip one with another, and the blood of Jcſus Chriſt his 
ſon cleanſeth us from all fin. 


(nts) 


Thus Paul travelling in this new Jeruſalem fate, 


ſaid, Rom. vii. 14 to the end of the chapter, —For we 
know that the law is ſpiritual, but I am carnal ſold un- 
der fin. Then he manifeſts the warfare between fleſh 


and ſpirit, ſaying, for that which I do, I allow not; for 


what 1 would that I do not; but that J hate, that do I, 
But here was the witneſs of the ſpirit of Jelus in his mind, 
that made him ſay, — If then I do that which I would 


not, I conſent ùnto the law that it is good ;— He then 


» ſhows from whence this evil practiſe ariſes. Now then 


it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me. 


Then he ſhows where fin dwellech, for I know that in 
me (chat is in my fleſh,) dwellech no good thing. 


In this manner he goes on making a difference be- 
tween the ſpirit of love, by which he took delight in 
the law of God after the inward man, and the law that 
was in his members, as he ſaid, Warring againft the Jaw 
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the Jaw 
of fin, which is in my members. This made him cry 
out, under this bondage of corruption, =O wretc 


man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the bod 
this death, - 


* 

It ſeems by this he ſearched all nature through, and 
there was no helper, no man to deliver his brother from 
death, by which his mind was engaged to meditate in, 
aud conſidet the counſel and diſpenſation of God, con- 
JJ 
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- Gerning the fors of men in this life, and acknowledaed 
they are juſt and right ; hereby he diſcerns between the 


righteous and the wicked, between him that ſerveth God 


be made in himſelf; ſo it is in all nations, for this he 


Faith, I thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ſa 


then, with the mind I myſelf ſerve the law of God, but 
with che fleſh the law of fin; Therefore he ſaith, 1 Cor. 


u. 10, laſt part, - But I laboured more abundantly than 


they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. * 8 | | 
Thus was the creature made ſubjef to vanity, for this 
reaſon, thar where ſin aboundtd the grace of God might 


much more abound, through Chriſt to eternal life, for all 


men, as in Iſa.x!, 1,2, Comfort ye, comfort yemy people 


Faith your God, Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem 


and cry unto her, that her warfare is accompliſhed, that 


her iniquity 7s pardoned, for ſhe hath received of the 


Lord's hand double for all her ſins. See Ila; Ii. 7, 
For your ſhame you ſhall bave double, and for confuſion 


they ſhall rejoice in their portion ; therefore in their 


land they ſhall poſſeſs the double, everlaſting joy ſhall be 
unto them. TOS 0 

Thus the church of Chriſt, ſtanding in the enjoyment 
of theſe promiſed bleſſings, having fellowſhip with the 
father and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt; and with one another in 


the truth; they as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpirirual 


houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up lpiritual, ſacrifices 


acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, © See 1 Pet. ii. 5. 


Now the goſpel church being viſſibly gathered into a ſo. 
ciety, they chuſe elders and deacons, men that believe 
the truth and walking in love, are faithful witneſſes for 
God; fo all the ſtatutes; laws and ordinances of this 
houſe is ſpiritual, there is no worldly ſanctvary, types, 


4 hor ſhadow of things to come, and theſe muit ceaſe g 
EF therefore the Lord ſaid, Ila. /xv. 18, 19,—Bur' be you 


glad and rejoice forever, in that which 1 create, for be- 


hold, I create Jervſaletn a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 


And I will rejoice in Jeruſalem, and joy in my people, 
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and him chat ſerveth him not, and ſeeing the diviſion ra | 
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pet» voice oft crying. * huy the Lord dwelleth in the 
mind of his. church and: people, by his holy ſpirit, they 
being ſanctified the word apd ſpirit, united in love, ſee- 
ing eye to eye, and walking band in hand, being all of 
one mind and one judgment in the Lord, that there is no 
ſchiſm. in the body; ſo being governed by the ſpirit of 
# eſus, they ſerve God with their bodies and (Pages which 
are the Lord's. 
That as our firſt parents lived in a ſtate of. innocency, 
in vninterrupred peace and reft, it was a figure of this 
goſpel day, and alfo the children of Iſrael coming out 
of Egypt, by the mighty power and love of God, and 
God's giving them the land of Canaan,. which he prom- 
Hed Keaton and his ſeed for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; 
and I will be their God, and the Lord deliveredÞll their. 
enemies into their hands, and the Lord gave them reſt 
round about; ſee Gen. xvii. Joſh. x*i. This pointed | 
to the reſurrection of Chriſt, who brought life and im- 
mortality to light throvgh the goſpel ; this is the day of 
relt that remained: for the people of God, who by leich 
came boldly to the throne of grace, that they may ob- 
rain mercy and find grace to help in time of need; Heb. 
#v. 16 ; to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end. Heb. 
8 11. Heb. x. 22. Col. if. 2. The full affurance of 
underſtanding, of the myſtery of God, and of Chriſt, let 
us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, 
.&c. for whoſoe ver is born of God overcometh the world, 
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith. | 
80 being Chriſt's and ſtanding in the faith of Jeſus, 
they have crucified the fleſh with the affections and luſt; 
Abels ſung a new ſong, ſaying thou art worthy to take 
the book and open the ſeal thereof, for thou waſt ſlain 
| and haſt redeemed us to God by the blood, out of every. 
kindred and tongue, and people and nation. And haft 
made us unto our God kings and prieſts, and we ſhalt. 
Mall reign on the earth. Rev. v. 9, 10. Ifa, /i. 10. 
1 Cor. vi. 20. It is a faithful ſaying, for if we be dead 
With him we ſhall alſo live with him; if we ſuffer we 
all alſo reign \ with bim, &c, 2 Th im, ii. 11, 12, Theſe 
are 
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are ſpoken of in Rev. xiv, 1 3. —And J heard à voice 
et heaven, ſaying unto me write, bleſſed are the deal 
which die in the Lord, yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they 
may reſt from their labours, and their work do follow 
them, | 
I believe to die in the Lond means this, that as he di- 
ed for all then were all dead; that is, when he died on 
the croſs we died in him, and as he aroſe from the dead 
we alſo aroſe with him to newneſls of life, here in this 
world, that we might by faith in him reiga over ſin and 
death, on the earth; ſo dhe church reſt from their labour 
under the law, and as Chriſt liveth in them their works 
of love do follow them, as a witneſs that they are free Ia 
Chriſt, from the law of ſin and death; as in Rev. xx. - 
1 to 7, even to the end of the chapter, which ſhows the 
travel of the church, reſurrection of Chriſt to the end of 
time, and as the church being partakers of the pure riv- 
er ol water of life, that proceeds out of the throne of 
God and the Lamb; and by the virtue of this river ot 
life which is Chriſt, the nations are healed. And there 
all be no more curſe but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb ſhall be in it, and his fervants ſhall ſerve him; and 
they ſhall ſee his face and his name ſhall be in their fore- 
heads, and they ſhall reign forever and ever. The wor- 
thy Apoſtle Paul beiog brought by the grace of God'to 
rejoice in this bleſſednels, ſaith in x Cor. xv. 57 - But 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So there was none to deſtroy in 
all God's holy mountain, for by the power of divine grace 
governing the mind, chat the paſſions of the elementary 
man are ſubjected and ſubordinated to act humanely, for 
with the breath of his lips he ſhall ſlay the enmity of the 
__ carnal mind, called the wicked, in Iſa. xi. where the 
Prophet owe the peaceable ſtate of the goſpel church, 
in the latter day, that the wolf allo ſhall dwell with the 
AJamb, &c. 

They ſhall not hurt nor veſtroy in all my holy moun- 
tain, (ihe mind of man, ) for the earth (the underſtan- 
ding) ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters covers the ſea, .&c, and his reſt ſhall be Gori. | 

Q 
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| Jobn faid in Rev. xxii. 6, And he ſaid unto me, the 
' Tayings ore faithful and true, and the Lord God of the. 
holy prophets ſent his angel to fhew unto his ſervants the 
| things which muſt ſhortly be done, This that muſt 
ſhortly. be done was the fulfillment of the prophecies of 
"Chriſt's coming in the fleſh, and fulfilling his father's 
will, as he faid, Luke xxi. In this chapter be gives the 
ſigns of the appointed time, which was then nigh as 
hand ; ſee verſe xxx1ii. xxxi11,—Verrily J ſay unto you, 
this generation ſhall not paſs away 'till all be fulfilled, 
heaven and earth (the old heaven and the old earth) ſhall 
Paſs away, but my word ſhall not pals away; 2 Pet. ii, 
219, —PFor the counſel of God it ſhall not ſtand, | 
Ihetefore as the things which muſt ſhortly be done, 
|] was abſolutely done and finiſhed in ſubſtance. in that 
generation, and manifeſted by the reſurtection of Chriſt 
from the dead, ſo alſo, the ſame reſurrection power re- 
veals eternal life and ſalvation through Chriſt, to the 
children of men to the end of time ; for this is the path 
of the juſt that ſhineth more and more unto the perſect 
day ; by this grace ſinners are converted and turned 
from fin to righteouſneſs, ſo in God's time, wherein all 
things are beautiful, He ſhall gather both Jew and Gen- 
tile from the uttermoſt parts of the earth, where the en- 
emy hath driven them, and bring them to Tion, — Iſa. 
Ki. 11. And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, the Lord 
Mall ſet his hand again the ſecond time, to recover the 
fgemnant of his people, &c.—8See Jer. xvi. 14, 15. | 
Therefore as the Lord hath recovered his people and 
brought them to live by faith in the fon of God; fo now 
_ Jeruſalem is become a peaceable habitation, for the Lord 
is judge among the nations, and by his rebukes they 
ſhalt beat their ſwords into plough- ſhares, and theit 
ſpeats into pruning. hooks ; nation ſhall not lift up 
{word again nation, neither ſhall they learn war any 
more. So walking as brethren in this pilgrimage ſtate, - 
they fay with Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 17.— For dor light afflic- 
tion which is but for a moment, worketh for us 'a fa 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. See wv, 
Cos. x. 13. John i. 13, 1g. Theſe having received 
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ebrid, had power to become the ſons of God, whoſe joys. 


are unſpeakable and full of glory, thus perſevering in 


good works, in the love of truth; they lay as in 2 Cor, 


v. 1,-—For we know that if our earthy houſe of this tab- 
ernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 


houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.— 


They have this confidence, fee Pſa. xxiii. 4,—Though I 
walk through the valley of the ſhaddow of death, I will 
fear no evil for thou art with me thy rod and thy ſtaff ; 
they comfort me, for Chriſt going through death, took 
away the ſting of death, and deſtroyed him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil, and deliver them, who 


through fear of death were all theit᷑ life time ſubject to 
bondage. ne 


, 


Thus by the goſpel diſpenſation, the children of men 
are delivered not only from the fear of death, but alſo 
from being a ſubje& to, or of dondage; Firſt, By being 
made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 


ſaints in light; and by the grace of God are delivered 
from the power of darkneſs, and thereby tranſlated into 


the kingdom of his dear ſon. Second. By their exit oute 


of time, when their earthly houſe of this tabernacle ſhall 
vediſſolved, and they enter into the full fruition of their 


building of God, eternal in the heavens, not made with 
hands, | | 


Therefore as the goſpel diſpenſation is that kingdom. 


ſpoken of in Dan, ii. 44,—Ard in the days of theſe 


kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom which 
ſhall never be deſtroyed, and the kingdom ſhall not be 
left to another people, bur it ſhall break in pieces and 


conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand forever, 
as before: cited. This kingdom is given to the ſaints in 


which they reign with Chriſt on the earth. So when 


they depart this life and their duſt return to the duſt, and 


the ſpirit to God that gave it; they enjoy the ſame goſ- 


pel diſpenſation and kingdom of glory, that they did en- 


joy here on earth, which is eternal life given to them in 
Chriſt Jeſus; but as the immortal ſpirit- was fown in 
corruption, ſown in diſhonour, it is ſown in weakneſs, ie 


is ſown a natural body, this being Adam's elementary 
body it muſt be diſſolved. FT Pi Here 
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lee be arch - was Mid 10 be desd in fin; bees 
which dy the laſt Adam Jeſus Chriſt, at the laſt trump, 
for the trumpet ſhall ſoand and the dead ſhall be raiſed, 
gacorruptible,. and we ſhall be changed. 

This vas manifeſted by the death and reſurrection of 
Chritt, {o that in him they are raiſed in incorruption, 
raiſed in glory, raiſed in power, it is raiſed a ſpiritual bo- 
dy, which being raiſed incorruptible, and we being 


changed, fignifies that when our immortal ſpirits. ſhall be 
| Finally. grated from this corrupt earthy body, then we 
Mall be clothed upon with our houſe, which is Com 


Heaven. Thus he changes or difſolves our vile body, 


chat ic might be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, | 


7 
Therefore I believe that Chriſt's dying and riſing. 


8 again from the dead, as before ſaid, was the laſt and the 


2 time that God did or ever will appoint tojudge the 


world, by Chriſt in; and alſo the laſt reſurrection by 


which aſfurance is given to all men, in that he hath rai- 


fed: him from che dead, for ſince that time I cannot find 


in the ſctipture, any figure or ſign given of Chriſt's 


£oming in the fleſh a ſecond time, to die for fin, nor riſe 


From the dead, to give aſſurance of life to all men; bur 


I believe by che power and virtue of this judgment and 
this reſurrection, above mentioned, to have the ſame ef- 


fect in the minds of all people from age to age, to give 
them eternal Jife here, as it had to his diſciples, even to 


the laſt period of time, when God mall deſcend to ale 
all his church home to glory. 


Thus doth the power of the Wersten of Chriſ pre- 
vail, from generation to generation, to the laſt period of 


time. Now were the churches ſuffering in the fleſh fil- 
led up, which was behind, of the afflictions of Chriſt, 


which was left for his name to ſuffer in character, by his 
churches ſuffering for Chriſt's fake, while they remained 
in the fleſh, after he had ſuftered for them according to 


the Qwill of God in his fleſh, and the end had come, of the 


difpenlation of the law. of Moſes, having ſpoiled princi- 
palities mg powers, and making a ſhew of them openly, 
Amen over "them 1 in it, IT had delivered up the 

| | | kingdom 
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kingdom to God, even the father; then the fon alſo him | 
felf become fubje& unto him, i. e. in regard of the chur᷑- 
ches ſuffering for his fake in this world, for in his breth= | 
ten he receives a character of a ſon, whereof Paul was 
made a miniſter according to the diſpenſation of God 
which was given to him, to fulfill the word of God. Eu- 
en the myſtery which hath been hid from ages and gen- 
_ erations; but now is made manifeſt to the ſaints. | 
his diſpenſation being fulfilled in regard of the chur- 
ches travel in this life, and the final diſſolution of alk 
earthy 4nd elementary objects, ſpoken of in 2 Pet. iii. 103 
which did appear in the mind of ſaints as done, at Chriſt's 
reſurrection, and now is completed to the whole body. 
So the oath of the angel is fulfilled, not only that the 
time of the diſpenſation of Moſes's Jaw ſhould be no lon- 
ger, but alſo that iime ſhould: be no longer, that the 
church ſhould ſuffer in this world. 
So that now in the laſt period of time, all things being 
ready, it is ſaid, at the laſt trump, for the trumpet ſhalb 
found, and the dead fhall be raiſed incorruptible, and 
we ſhall be changed, (that is) freed from mortality. This 
laſt trumpet was alſo the firſt that ever did proclaim ſal- 
vation and eternal life to mankind, by and through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord; 1ſt, by promiſe, and, by prophe- 
cy, 3d, by the coming of Chriſt who was promiſed, and 
did fulfill all that the prophets ſaid concerning him, which 
was to ſettle all affairs in hisfathers kingdom, and pre- 
fent to himſelf the church glorious, without blemiſh, as 
the apoſtle ſaith, that we may preſent every man perfect 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Col. f. 28, laſt part. And as this was 
the laſt judgment, and the laſt reſurrection, therefore it 
was the appointed time of a full and complete reforma- 
tion to take place, in every reſpect, by this perfect and 
abſolute reformer, who by the grace of God taſted death 
for every man; and did at this time make full reſtitution 
3 N things; ſee Acts iii. 21, - And he ſaid it is fini- j 
S | e | 555 
No as the travel of the church of Chriſt here on 
earth, according to the purpoſe of God had come to an | 
end, Ath, as this is the laſt time that we have any ac- 
| 1 . | count 
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sunt of itz the holy ſcriptures, as I remember, that this 
trumpet ſhould ſound; therefore it ſaith, 1 Theſſ. iv. 16, 
For the Lord bimfelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a 
ſhout, with the voice of the Arch-angel, and with the 
trump of God, and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, 1 
tanke theſe words of the Apoſtle to manifeſt the whole of 
© _.. thechurchestravelin this world to be finiſhed, and every 

- thing, both natural and ſpiritual, returns to the ſame 

place or ſubſtance from whence they did originate, 
Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven 

'| wich a ſhout, as with the voice of the greateſt authority 
and victory, that was gained by his ſon for his people, 

8 and the diſſolving all evil, which is the meaning of the 
* - parable Chriſt ſpake to them that thought the kingdom 


of God ſhould then immediately appear ;= He ſaid, 
| therefore a certain nobleman went into a far country to 


receive for himſelf a kingdom, and to return, and then 
ſettled with his ſervants, & c. See Luke xix,, 11 to the 
| 228. OR E 25 5 ox eee | 
4 This is the end of time prophecied of in Dan. xii. 13. 
Ic. loi. 2. At this time by this voice, God hall cavſe 
the world and all that is therein, to attend his awful 
voice, and he will gather. out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them that do iniquity z and ſhall caſt 
them into a furnace of fire, there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth. The ſame in Malachi iv. 1, For 
behold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, and 
all the proud, yea, all that do wickedly, ſhall be ſtuble, 
8 and the day that cometh ſhall burn them up faith the 
I Lord of hoſt, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor 
| 


| _ | branch. 7 Thus the fervent heat of God's love did dil. 
ſolve, and cauſe to paſs away all things that could be ſha. 
1 ken, as things that are made, that thote things which can- 
| not be ſhaken might remain. So. by the voice of God, 
the ſea, death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
ti in them, and they were judged every man according 30 

| | their works, which was according. to the judgment o 

that appointed day, that God did judge the world in 
rrigghteouſneſs by that man Jeſus, whom, he ordained, (and 

il the judgment thus declared,)—W hereof he hath given 
/ . e ' affufaiice 


he wicked. 


4 . * 


un | 
afvrance-unto ill men, in that he hath raifed him froth 


* 


1 


the dead. * | n 
Therefore as all men are ſanctified by Chriſt, from all 


things, from which they could not be juſtified by the 


law of Moſes, they did riſe wich Chriſt from the dead, to 
life eternal; for the wrath of God was revealed from 
heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and vunrighteouſnefs, of 
thele all men, which is the adverſary, by which they 
were kept in bondage under the elements of this world, 


which is that wicked that was revealed, whom the Lord : 


will conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall def- 
troy with the brightneſs of his coming. See Acts xvits 


$1. Acts xiii. 39. Rem. i. 18. 2 Theſf. ii. 8. Elther 


vii. 6. Iſa. xi. 4. Rev. xix. 20. 
Thus death and hell were caſt into the lake of fire, 


this is the ſecond death. This wicked being our old 


man that was crucified with Chriſt, ic was the evil devices 
io a man's heart; ſo it is the man of fin and fon of perdi- 
tion, the men crept in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, theſe men are called, in 


1 Pet. ii. 1, Malice, and Guile, and Hypocriſies, and 
Envies, and all evil ſpeaking ; and in Rom. i. 24,— 


Wherefore God alſo gave them up to uncleanneſs, through 
the luſts of their own hearts; in John ii. 18; called 


vnbelief, which is the cauſe of their condemnation ; alſo 
= Theſf, ii. 9, 10, 11,12. Rom. iii. $ to the 19. Here- 


in is ſet forth the practiſe of all mankind while they te- 
main in a ſtate of unbelief, whoſe names in this wicked 
practiſe and character, are not found written in the book 


- of life, and therefore are caſt with death and hell into 


the lake of fire, which is the final end of all evil, Rev, 
r. 13, 14, 15, Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as 
the ſun in the kingdom of their father, — Matt. iii. 43. 


Thus the Lord hath godged both the righteous and the 


wicked, and hath jultificd the righteous and condemned 


Therefore at this appointed day, when all the mem= 


bers of Chriſt's body ſhall ariſe and unite in one glorious 
| body, in perfect holineſs, we have this account of the ors 


ger of their riſing, as it ſaith, —And the dead in Chriſt 
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n ſhall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
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| frall rife firſt, for as in Adam all die, even 05 in Chriſt 


ſhall alt be made alive. But every man in his own order; 


. Chrift the lirlt fruits, after ward they that are Chriſt's at 


his coming. I uaderſtand every man in bis own order, 
that according to the covenant of God's peace, ordered 
1h all things and fure, to mean this, that the man Chriſt 


Jeſus did ariſe as the firſt fruits of the order of this cov- 
enant, that as he aroſe from the dead ro manifeſt ; that 


he had aboliſhed death and brought life and immortality 
to light, that they that was Chritt' 5 might appear wich 
Him at his coming. 

800 ae whe Ste of this ther men whith is the off 
man of 61, that did evil unto the reſurtection of damna- 
tion, theſe appeared with ſhame and everlaſting contempt, 
therefore all things are at this time ſettled by Chrift, in 
God's kingdom, and then cometh the end; which I take 
to be the fulfilling che goſpet difpenſation, i in regard of. 
his churches travel here in time, and as Chriſt reſtored 
that he took not away, this day of reſtoration ſhows the 
effects thereof, that all God's people ſhall be made 


kings and prieſts unto God and his father, and fhall 
rein with him forever; and the dead in Chriſt ſhall rife 


firſt, theſe are they that die a natural death in all ages to 
this time, whoſe bodies returns to the duſt, and the ſpi= 
rit to God that gave it; theſe are ſaid to be afleep as 
David, 1 Kings ii. 10, — So David flept with his fathers 
and was buried, &c. concerning which the Apoſtle 
would not have his brethren i ignorant of, that they might 
not ſorrow like the unbeliever that believes not, 1 God 


will ſave all men according to his covenant oath in 


Chriſt Jeivs, and ſaith, 1 Theff, ii. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
— For if we believe that Jeſvs died and role again, even 
ſo them alſo which ſleeps in Jeſus, will God bring with 
him, not one of all Adam's offspring loſt. Then with 
confidence thus, — For this we ſay unto you by the word . 
of the Lord, that we which are alive, and remain unto 


the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them that are 
aſleep. Theſe ſhall deſcend from heaven with the Lord, 


fo are ſaid to riſe firſt, then we which are alive and re- 
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as in the power of his love, he will diſſolve or change SY 


vile body, which I underſtand thus, that our immortal 
ſpirits are changed and ſeparꝭted from this vile earthy bo- 
dy, and that forever So with them, to meet the Lord 


in the air, of his eternal love, peace and perfect holineſs, | 


&c. and ſo ſhail we ever be with the Lord. 


The body or houſe we now enjoy is our houſe of im- 


mortality, which is from heaven, and 1s faſhioned like 
the glorious body of Chriſt, being the ſame body we 
were clothed with before the world began. 

I do not believe that God takes any part of this earth- 


1y elementary body to ſpiritualize, to mix with Chriſt's 


glorious body, to make it more glorious than it was be- 
fore the world began, for this would have been ſomething 


that Chriſt never prayed for, he ſaid, Father glorify thou 


me, with the ſame glory that I had with thee before the 
world began ; which prayer is now fulfilled without any 


additional glory. Here 1s eternal uninterrupted Joys, 


Amen. 
Now knowing and believing chat this glorious day of 
reſt will come, the bleſſed apoſtle gives his brethren this 


_ * ſweet advice, — Wherefore comfort one another with theſe 


words. The Apoſtle Paul doth reckon our believing, 

our being thus delivered from Bondage, and brought in 
to the full fruition of eternal freedom and happineſs by 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, to be a ſufficient motive to en · 
gage our minds to follow the directions given in the laſt 
chapter of this epiſtle, ſaying, Let us who are of the day 


be ſober, putting on the breaſt plate of faith and love, . 


and for an helmet the hope of 1 z then gives the 
beſt reaſon for ſo doing, For God hath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, Kc. 


The apoſtle Peter was engaged in the ſame cauſe, 2 
Pet. iii. Saith verſe 11, — Seeing then that all A 
things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought 
ye to be in all holy converlation and godlinefs, look 
ing for, and haſting unto the coming of . day of God, 
. Then he recommended our beloved vos Paul's 
writings as worthy our moſt ſerious attendance, that as 


we 


— 
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we look for anew heaven, and anew earth, wherein dwel. 
leth righteouſneſs ; we may be: diligent, walking by 
faith in the love of the truth, that we may be found of 
him, from day to day in our minds, in peace without 
p ſpot and blamleſs, taking care leſt we be led away with the 
' errors of the wicked, that through the ignorance of unbe- 
lief wreſt this, as they do the other fcriptures to their 
| own deſtructian, and ſo you fall from your own ſtedfaſt- 
/ 


neſs ; then he concludes, thus, - Bot grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fetus Chriſt, 
to him be glory both now and forever, Amen. 

So as candidates of the employment and enjoyment of 
this heavenly country, that while we ſojourn in the fleſh 
we may know by the light of the ſpirit of truth, when it 

n that with our mind we ſerve the law of God, & When 
555 that with the fleſh we ſerve the law lin. So we 
nderſtand this by experience, that he, that is, the old 


| 
| 
i 
man of fin that is in our fleſh, which is unjuſt, is unjuſt 
ill, and that he in us, that is in our fleſh that is filthy 
bs filthy ſtill, and he, that is Jeſus Chrift and bis church 
in him, that is righteous and holy, is holy ſtilt; chis 
olf God & is that remains which cannot be ſhaken, but he 
that is filthy muſt be conſumed, as has been faid above, 
Therefore L confider that it is in this God like bene. 
| volent human {pirit, chat God's people, whe believe on 
Chriſt ay the ſcripture hath ſaid, do walk in tove and fol- 
| low peace with all men, and hate every falſe way, theſs 
neither add usto, nor takes away from the words of the 
* Prophecy of this book. Theſe having taſted that the 
Lor is gracious, who wil! have all men to be faved and 
come to the knowledge of the trath. Thele walking in 
the goſpel ſpirit, it is faid, and the ſpirit and the bride 
ſay come, and let him that heareth fay come, and let him 
that is athirſt came, and whofocyer will, let him take the 
v»eters of bic fer). | 8 
Now in withels of the truth of what is written in the 
prophecy ot this book, it is ſaid, —He which teflifieth 
thele things laith, ſurely | come quickly, Amen, even ſo 
eome Lord Jeſus. Now this is the portion of them att 
wen, that the Lord wiil fare; the grace of vue Jia 
6 J - | elun | 
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Jeſus Chriſt be with you all Amen. Thus ron gh mas 
ny embaraſments, I have given my imperfe& idews of - 
the holy ſcriptures, wherein is contained the foundations 
and abſolute cauſe of man's happineſs, both in time and 
eternity, as the ſcriptures manifeſt to us the character and 
office of God the father, God the ſon, and God the ho- 
ly ghoſt, which are one in eſſence of Deity, in whom all 
happineſs conſiſteth, and from whom is emanated all the 
conſummate con ſolstions that the children of men ſtand 
in need of, both in time and eternity; fo that without 
controverſy great is the myſtery of Godlineſs, God mani- 
feſts in the fleſh, &c, which the natural man cannot un- 
derſtand, but is revealed to believers by the ſpirit of Je- 
ſus, "which grace teaches. us to deny all ungodlineſs, ang 
to live ſoberly and righteouſly in this preſent. world? 
So we may look for the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our ſaviour Jefus Chriſt, who hath. wo 
us from all iniquity, | 
TO CONCLUDE. | 

If what is vritten in dhe foregoing treatiſe be true, 
then every thing that comes to paſs in time or eternity, 
was deſigned . the benevolent parent of the univerſe 
before the world began, in whom alſo we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predeſtinated according to the pur- 
poſe of him, who worketh all things after the counſel of 
his own will, See Eph. i. 1x. Pail. ii. 6. Therefore 
as this blefſed inheritance was given to us in Chriſt Je- 
ſus before the world began, and now is revealed to us by 
the ſpirit of Jeſus, that now believing the truth are made 
free indeed, and ſeated with the holy ſpirit of promiſe, 
So xs the foundation of God ftandeth ſure, having this 
feal the Lord knoweth them that are his, and let every 
one that nameth che name of Chriſt depart from iniquity. 
Theſe are not to be nioved by theſe affli tions, knowing 
that we are appointed thereunto; 1 Theſſ. iii. 3. For 
we are his workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
Mould walk in them; Ephe. ii. 10; being ordained to 
eternal life. Acts xiii. 48. Acts x. 42. 80 allo is the. 
wicked ordained to this condemnation ; Jude — T 
| . | cu. 
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Theſſ. . 14. Thus we ſee according to the ſcriptures, 
. Wl things that betides the children of men, in time and 
cternity, is ordained of God, who doth judge the right- 
tous andthe wicked, whoſe counſel ſhall ſtand, who will 
1 Ho all his pleaſure. 
Therefore as Chriſt by the grace of God taſted death 
for every man, that all might be ſaved, ſo then all man- 
- *Kind'ought to be obedient to the heaveoly call, and truſt 
in God at all times, who is all their ſalvation; in fine 
let the church of Chrift walk worthy of the vocation 
where with they are called. Love as brethren.,—Live in 
fellowſhip one with another in the things of this world, 
as well as in ſpiritual comforts, that there be lack of 
goebiag, but as children of one family warring againſt 
All evil, and building one another up in the moſt holy 
faith. Looking, for the coming of Chriſt, they ſax come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly. —Amtx. 
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